
7. We must BE OBEDIENT 
 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if 
 those did not escape when they refused him who warned them 
 on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him 
 who warns from heaven.    (v. 25, NASB) 
 

  POINT: God’s eternally RELEVANT word demands our 
 

      OBEDIENCE regardless of WHO SPEAKS IT 
 

8. We must BE CONFIDENT 
 At that time His voice shook the earth, but now He has promised, 
 “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 
 The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be 
 shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken 
 may remain.       (vv. 26-27) 
 

     3 FACT: Our SECURITY is tied to what we’re BUILDING our 
 

 LIVES on: the SHAKABLE or the UNSHAKABLE    
 

9. We must BE REVERENT 
 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shak-
 en, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with rever-
 ence and awe, for our “God is a consuming fire.”  (vv. 28-29) 
 

     3 KEY: We must live in a spirit of ADORING GRATITUDE that 

 

 never TAKES GOD or our salvation FOR GRANTED 
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HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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GREATER

HEBREWS 12:12-29 
 

    Continuing with his race metaphor, the writer urges us to press on toward 
the finish line. He instructs about some of our duties and warns us about a 
number of dangers. 
 

    3 Summary:  In order to finish the race of the Christian faith, we must  

 

  clear all OBSTACLES, encourage one another, heed the warning 
 

 of Scripture’s NEGATIVE examples, and strive be among those  
 

 who endure in the faith and come TO ZION, the place of God’s  
 

 new and better covenant mediated through Jesus, who’s BLOOD  
 

 satisfies God’s WRATH and permits us to enter His presence  
 

 FREELY and confidently. 
 

To make it to the finish line... 
 

1. We must DEFEAT DISCOURAGEMENT 
 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. “Make 
 level paths for your feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, 
 but rather healed.      (vv. 12-13) 

 

2 Actions: 
 

 1) Resist it IN OURSELVES 
 

 2) HELP OTHERS by our good example 
 

2. We must STRIVE FOR HARMONY 



 Make every effort to live in peace with everyone... (v. 14a) 
 

 Do everything possible on your part to live in peace with every-
 body.       Rom. 12:18 (TEV) 
 

 Let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony, and 
 on the growth of our fellowship together.  Rom. 14:19 (Ph.) 
 

  POINT: Peace and unity are God’s WILL FOR US 
 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
 bond of peace.      Eph. 4:3 
 

3. We must PURSUE HOLINESS 
 ...work at living a holy life, for those who are not holy will not 
 see the Lord.      (v. 14b, NLT) 

 

2 Aspects: 
 

 1) POSITIONAL holiness = JUSTIFICATION 
 

 2) PRACTICAL holiness = SANCTIFICATION =  
 

  becoming MORE LIKE JESUS 
 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
 flesh, to gratify its desires.    Rom. 13:14 (ESV) 

 

(cf. Matt. 5:8; Gal. 5:22-23; 2 Pet. 1:5-9; 2 Tim. 2:21) 
 

4. We must NOT MISS GRACE 
 See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God... (v. 15a) 
 

     3 FACT: Not so much the SAVING grace of the PAST; but the  
 

      ON-GOING, EMPOWERING grace we need now 
 

 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all 
 men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly pas-
 sions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 
 present age.      Titus 2:11-12 
 

5. We must PREVENT DEFILEMENT 
 See to it...that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and de-
 file many. See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like 
 Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the old-
 est son. Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this 
 blessing, he was rejected. Even though he sought the blessing 
 with tears, he could not change what he had done.  (vv. 15b-17) 

 1) IDOLATRY defiles (cf. Deut. 29:18) 
 

 2) IMMORALITY defiles (cf. Eph. 5:3-6) 
 

 3) WORLDLINESS defiles (cf. James 4:4) 
 

6. We must HOLD TO our new position and NEVER 
 

 TURN BACK 

 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that 
 is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; to a trumpet 
 blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it 
 begged that no further word be spoken to them, because they 
 could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches 
 the mountain, it must be stoned to death.” The sight was so ter-
 rifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”  BUT you 
 have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heav-
 enly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of 
 angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose 
 names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of 
 all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, to Jesus the me-
 diator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
 speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  (vv. 18-24) 

 Mount Sinai 
(The Old Covenant) 

Mount Zion 
(The New Covenant) 

Emphasis: God’s majesty and holiness His grace & saving provision 

Description: Blazing fire; Deep dark-
ness; God’s voice over-

whelming & His  
presence unapproachable 

Heavenly city of God; Joyful 
assembly of saints and an-
gels; presence of Jesus & 

witness of His blood 

Focus: The INFINITE 
DISTANCE between  

God / man 

The INTIMATE 
CLOSENESS of    

our heavenly Father 

Emotion: Abject TERROR Endless DELIGHT 

Highlight: On the Law that shows us 
our sins 

On grace of God that sent 
Jesus to pay for our sins 

Conclusion: To draw near (go up) was 
TO DIE 

To draw near (go up) is  
TO LIVE 


