
 fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weak-
 ness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women 
 received back their dead, raised to life again… (vv. 32-35a, ESV/NIV) 
 

  POINT: Our faith enables God to accomplish HIS WILL  
 

      THROUGH us 
 

 ...But others were tortured, refusing to turn from God in order to be 
 set free. They placed their hope in a better life after the resurrection. 
 Some were jeered at, and their backs were cut open with whips. Oth-
 ers were chained in prisons.  Some died by stoning, some were 
 sawed in half, and others were killed with the sword. Some went 
 about...destitute and oppressed and mistreated.        (vv. 35b-37, NLT) 
 

     3 FACT: Not all people of faith experienced a MIRACULOUS 
 

      DELIVERANCE, yet God still COMMENDED their faith 
 

 They were too good for this world, wandering over deserts and 
 mountains, hiding in caves...All these people earned a good repute-
 tion because of their faith...    (vv. 38-39a, NLT) 
 

     3 FACT: Faith permits us to turn from the WORLD’S APPROVAL   
 

      to SEEK ONLY GOD’S approval 
 

 ...yet none of them received all that God had promised. For God 
 had something better in mind for us, so that they would not reach 
 perfection without us.            (vv. 39b-40, NLT) 
 

     3 FACT: Faith looks to where the GREATEST REWARDS  
      are found—our FUTURE IN HEAVEN 
 

 (Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973,  
1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All Rights Reserved.) 

 

(Authors of source materials for Today’s Message: William Barclay, Ray Brown, Tom Holladay, R. Albert Mohler Jr.,  Warren Wiersbe,) 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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GREATER

HEBREWS 11:8-40 

 

     In this section, the writer continues his exposition of faith & its actions. 
 

    3 Summary: Our OT forefathers demonstrated for us the NATURE 
 

 of faith by first trusting in God’s CHARACTER & then counting 
 

 on His PROMISES even in difficult circumstances and trials. By  
 

 emulating their actions, we learn how to EXERCISE true faith 
 

I. The Lessons of Abraham & Sarah: Their ACTIONS teach us that... 
 

     1. Faith is RESPONSIVE 
 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called... (v. 8a, ESV) 
 

     2. Faith is SACRIFICIAL 
 ...when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive  
 as an inheritance...     (v. 8b, ESV) 
 

     3. Faith is COURAGEOUS 
  And he went out, not knowing where he was going. (v. 8c, ESV) 
 

     3 KEY: He looked at the KNOWN instead of the  UNKNOWN 
 

  POINT: Faith will FOLLOW God's LEADING without  
      knowing WHERE 
 

     4. Faith is PERSISTENT 
 By faith he lived as a foreigner in the country that God had prom-
 ised him. He lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who received the 
 same promise from God. For Abraham was waiting for the city 



 which God has designed and built, the city with permanent founda-
 tions.                 (vv. 9-10, TEV) 
 

     3 KEY: He looked at the FUTURE instead of the PRESENT 
 

  POINT: Faith will WAIT FOR God's TIMING without  
      knowing WHEN 
 

     5. Faith is DEPENDENT ON GOD 
 By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she 
 was past the age, since she considered Him faithful who had prom-
 ised. Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born 
 descendants as many as the stars...        (vv. 11-12a, ESV) 
 

     3 KEY: He looked at the PROMISE instead of the PROBLEM 
 

  POINT: Faith will EXPECT God's PROMISE without  
      knowing HOW (cf. v. 21 & 22) 
 

     6. Faith is SUBMISSIVE TO GOD 
 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacri-
 fice. He who had embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his 
 one and only son, even though God had said to him, “Through  
 Isaac shall your offspring come.” Abraham reasoned that God could 
 even raise the dead...      (vv. 17-19a) 
 

     3 KEY: He looked at his CONVICTION instead of his 
 

    CONFUSION 
 

  POINT: Faith will TRUST God's PURPOSE without  
      knowing WHY (cf. v. 20) 
 

II. The Lesson of Moses: How Faith Answers our Life Issues 
 

     1. Faith CONQUERS our FEARS 
 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by 
 his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and 
 they were not afraid of the king’s edict.   (v. 23, ESV) 
 

     2. Faith DETERMINES our CHOICES 
 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the 
 son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated with 
 the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He 
 considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treas-
 ures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. (vv. 24-26, ESV) 

     3. Faith SHARPENS our VISION 
 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for 
 he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.  (v. 27, ESV) 
 

     4. Faith RECOGNIZES our DEPENDENCE 
 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the 
 Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.  (v. 28, ESV)  
 

     5. Faith OVERCOMES our DIFFICULTIES 
 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the 
 Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were drowned. By 
 faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled 
 for seven days.               (vv. 29-30, ESV) 
 

III. Additional Lessons: 5 Realities of Faith 
 

     1. Faith calls for CONFIDENCE 
 It was in faith that all these persons died. They did not receive the 
 things God had promised, but from a long way off they saw them 
 and welcomed them...     (v. 13a, TEV) 
 

     2. Faith demands A WITNESS 
 ...and admitted openly that they were foreigners and refugees on 
 earth.        (v. 13b, TEV) 
 

     3. Faith LOOKS FORWARD 
 Those who say such things make it clear that they are looking for a 
 country of their own. They did not keep thinking about the country 
 they had left; if they had, they would have had the chance to re-
 turn.                   (v. 14-15, TEV) 
 

     4. Faith brings DISCERNMENT 
 Instead, it was a better country they longed for, the heavenly 
 country.       (v. 16a, TEV) 
 

     5. Faith produces SECURITY 
 And so God is not ashamed for them to call Him their God, because 
 He has prepared a city for them.    (v. 16b, TEV) 
 

IV. Final Lessons 
 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
 Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets 
 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained  
 promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of 


