
HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are 
 in Christ Jesus.     Rom. 8:1 
 

  POINT: Forgiveness RELEASES condemnation 
 

2. But you ARE RESPONSIBLE 
 [Jesus:] ‘Go, and from now on sin no more.’   (v. 11b, ESV) 

 

     3 3 Facts: 
 

     1) Jesus does NOT CONDEMN SIN.  
 

     2) Jesus does NOT CONDONE SIN.  
 

     3) Jesus does CONFRONT SIN. 
 

     3 We are responsible to... 
 

     1) FACE our sin (cf. Psa. 51:3-5) 
 

     2) CONFESS our sin (cf. 1 John 1:9) 
 

     3) LEAVE our sin (cf. Prov. 28:13) 

 
  POINT: Forgiveness REQUIRES change (cf. John 5:14) 
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JOHN 8:1-11 
 

I. The SETTING 
 Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn He appeared 
 again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered 
 around Him, and He sat down to teach them. The teachers 
 of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in 
 adultery. They made her stand before the group. (vv. 1-3) 
 

     3 This woman found herself in the worst of situations: 
 

     1) In front of THE TEMPLE 
 

     2) BROUGHT BY the Pharisees 
 

     3) Standing BEFORE JESUS 
 

     4) SURROUNDED by the crowd 
 

  FACT: If you won’t face the truth of who YOU ARE,  
 

      you can’t hear God’s TRUTH about what you CAN  
 

       BECOME. 
 

  POINT: When it comes to sin, we can either COVER  
 

      UP or FACE UP 
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II. The SET-UP  
 [They] said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in 
 the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to 
 stone such women. Now what do you say?’ They were using 
 this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing 
 Him.        (vv. 4-6a) 
 

  FACT: There’s something FISHY GOING on  
 

 If a man is found sleeping with another man’s wife, both 
 the man who slept with her and the woman must die.   
       Deut. 22:22 
 

     3 This situation shows us 2 things about the Pharisees: 
 

 1) Their concept of authority was highly CRITICAL,    
 

      contemptuous, and CONDEMNATORY  
 

 2) Their attitude toward people was BELITTLING,  
 

      CRUEL and uncaring 
 

III. The STALL 

 But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground 
 with His finger.     (v. 6b) 
 

     3 Why did Jesus write on the ground?  (4 suggestions) 
 

 1) He wished to GAIN TIME and not be rushed into   
      a response   
 

 2) He wanted them to have to repeat their charges in  
 

      order to see the CRUELTY of their actions 
 

 3) He was overcome by feelings of embarrassment,  
 

      COMPASSION or anger 
 

 4) He used it as a tool to arouse CONVICTION and  
 

      prompt MERCY 
 

IV. The SHOWDOWN    

 When they kept on questioning Him, He straightened up 
 and said to them, ‘Let any one of you who is without sin be 
 the first to throw a stone at her.’ Again He stooped down 
 and wrote on the ground. At this, those who heard began 
 to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Je-
 sus was left, with the woman still standing there. (vv. 7-9) 
 

     3 Jesus’ use of the word “sin” here implies not just sinful acts,  

 

      but sinful ATTITUDES and THOUGHTS as well 
 

  FACT: Don’t get overly DEPRESSED about your sin  
 

      because you are NOT ALONE 
 

 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Rom. 3:23 
 

 No temptation has seized you except what is common to 
 man.         1 Cor. 10:13 
 

     3 When Jesus resumed writing, He was saying, in effect, that as 
 

 far as He was concerned, the matter WAS CLOSED 

 

V. The SENTENCE 
 Jesus straightened up and asked her, Woman, where are 
 they? Has no one condemned you?’  ‘No one, sir,’ she said. 
 ‘Then neither do I condemn you,’ Jesus declared. (vv. 10-11a) 
 

What Experiencing Forgiveness Means 
 

1. You ARE NOT CONDEMNED 
 

     3 Question: How can He do that? He is placing HIS CROSS 
 

  between the woman and HER SIN 
 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
 world, but to save the world through Him.   John 3:17 
 

  FACT: Condemnation is not the CURE FOR SIN; 
 

      it’s the PUNISHMENT for sin 


