
 changed life, changed inside and out. Luke 5:32 (Msg.)  
 

    A big enough PURPOSE to LIVE FOR 
 In my opinion, nothing is worthwhile; everything is futile.  
 For what does a man get for all his hard work? Generations 
 come and go, but it makes no difference.   Eccl. 1:2-4 (TLB) 
 

 We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
 works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Eph. 2:10 
 

 God loved the world so much that He gave His one and on-
 ly Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish 
 but have eternal life.            John 3:16 (NLT) 
 

  God...longs for all to be saved and to understand this truth: 
 That God is on one side and all the people on the other side, 
 and Christ Jesus, Himself man, is between them to bring them 
 together, by giving His life for all mankind. 1 Tim. 2:4-6 (TLB) 
 

 In His great mercy we have been born again into a life full of 
 hope through Christ’s rising from the dead! 1 Pet. 1:3 (Ph.) 

 

4. From having to EARN MY WAY to HEAVEN 
 Christ...has set you free from following the world's ideas 
 of how to be saved -- by doing good and obeying various 
 rules...     Col. 2:20 (TLB) 

 

2 Ways: 
 

       Man’s Way: EARN God’s favor by DOING GOOD 

 ...No one does good, not a single one. Rom. 3:12b (NLT) 
 

 Not a single person on earth is always good and never sins. 
       Eccl. 7:20 (NLT) 

 

       God’s Way: Trust JESUS to TAKE AWAY your sin 
 Now God has shown us a different way to get to heaven, 
 not by ‘being good enough’ and trying to keep His laws, 
 but by a new way...Now God says He will accept and acquit 
 us--declare us "not guilty"--if we trust Jesus Christ to take 
 away our sins.           Rom. 3:21-22 (TLB) 

 Put your heart right, reach out to God. Put away evil and 
 wrong...then face the world again, firm and courageous. Then 
 all your troubles will fade from your memory like floods 
 that are past and remembered no more.   Job 11:13-16 (TEV) 
 

2. From the PRESSURES OF TODAY 
 In this...world you will continue to experience difficulties. 
 But take heart! I’ve conquered the world. John 16:33 (Msg.) 
 

  You need STRENGTH 
 God never grows faint or weary…He gives power to those 
 who are tired and worn out.  Isa. 40:28-29 (NLT) 
 

 I'm ready for anything through the strength of Christ who 
 lives in me.        Phil. 4:13 (Ph.) 
 

  You need STABILITY 
 The Lord is my rock, my protection, my Savior. My God is 
 my rock. I can run to Him for safety.    Psa. 18:2a (NCV) 
 

 You can throw the whole weight of your anxieties upon 
 Him, for you are His personal concern. 1 Peter 5:7 (Ph.) 
 

 [Jesus:] Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
 and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn 
 from Me...and you will find rest for your souls. Matt. 11:28-29 
 

3.  From PESSIMISM about TOMORROW 
 

People lose hope because they lack... 
 

    The POWER to make needed CHANGES 
 No matter which way I turn I can’t make myself do right. I 
 want to but I can’t. When I want to do good, I don’t; and 
 when I try not to do wrong, I do it anyway.  Rom. 7:19 (TLB) 
 

 I pray that you will...understand how incredibly great His 
 power is to help those who believe Him. It is that same… 
 power that raised Christ from the dead... Eph. 1:19-20a (TLB) 
 

 [Jesus:] Who needs a doctor: the healthy or the sick? I’m 
 here inviting outsiders, not insiders —an invitation to a 



JOHN 8:32, 36  [Jesus:] The Truth will set you free…And if 
 the Son sets you free, you will be really free! (TEV) 
 

EPH. 1:7 He [God] is so rich in kindness that He purchased 
 our freedom through the blood of His Son... (NLT) 
 

EASTER IS FREEDOM... 
(Because He rose again, Jesus can set me free…) 

 

1.  From the PAIN OF YESTERDAY 
 The Lord says, ‘Forget about what has happened before.  
 Do not think about the past. Instead, look at the new thing I 
 am going to do.’               Isa. 43:18-19 (NCV) 
 

  The pain of RESENTMENT 
 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and He saves those 
 whose spirits have been crushed.   Psa. 34:18 (NCV) 
 

  The pain of REGRET 
 All of us have sinned...yet God declares us ‘not guilty’ if we 
 trust in Jesus Christ, who in His mercy freely takes away 
 our sins.     Rom. 3:23-24 (TLB)  
 

 Now turn from your sins and turn to God, so you can be  
 cleansed of your sins. Then wonderful times of refreshment 
 will come from the presence of the Lord.  Acts 3:19-20 (NLT) 

HOW TO BEGIN A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray this prayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

 You know what was paid to set you free from...the impossi-
 ble road to heaven which your faith tried to take...It was 
 the costly sacrifice of Christ... 1 Pet. 1:18-19 (TEV/TLB) 
 

 Didn't he [Abraham] earn his right to heaven by all the good 
 things he did? NO, for being saved is a gift; if a person could 
 earn it by being good, then it wouldn't be free -- but it is!  It 
 is given to those who do not work for it.     Rom. 4:4-5 (TLB) 
 

 The free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ.  
       Rom. 6:23 (TLB) 
 

     3 QUESTION: Have you RECEIVED HIS GIFT? 
 Bring us back to You, God – we’re ready to come back. Give 
 us a fresh start!    Lam.  5:21 (Msg.) 
 

 [God:] With great love I will take you back. Isa. 54:7 (TEV) 
 

 We beg you on behalf of Christ...Be reconciled to God. 
         2 Cor. 5:20b (GWT/NIV)  
 
 

 [Jesus:] I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My 
 voice and opens the door, I will come in and fellowship 
 with him.      Rev. 3:20  

 

*  HOW TO BEGIN: OPEN THE DOOR of your life 
 Some people have missed the most important thing in life; 
 they don’t know God.     1 Tim. 6:21 (TLB) 
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