
LUKE 16:1-14 The Pharisees, who dearly loved their money, 
 naturally scoffed at all this.   (v. 14, LB) 
 

I. THE STORY OF THE SHREWD MANAGER (vs.1-8) 
 The master commended the dishonest manager because he 
 had acted shrewdly.     (v. 8a) 

 

Why he was commended: 
 
 

         1) He LOOKED AHEAD (v. 3) 
 

         2) He MADE A PLAN (v. 4) 

 

         3) He ACTED PROMPTLY (v. 5-6) 
 

 The people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with 
 their own kind than are the people of the light.   (v. 8b) 
 

      POINT: We must be as COMMITTED to achieving  

 

 ETERNAL ENDS as the world is to attaining  

 

 TEMPORAL ones. 

 

II. FINDING THE TRUE PURPOSE OF MONEY (vs. 9-14) 
(4 Lessons) 

HOW TO BEGIN A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2, 13:14 
  

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray this prayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me.  I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins & 
that He rose from the dead.  I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself. I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul 
 and all your mind.       Matt. 22:37a (GW) 
 

 Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness  
 and all these things will be added unto you. Matt. 6:33 (KJV) 

 

  POINT: If I LIVE for money, it becomes my MASTER;  

 

        but if I GIVE my money, it becomes my SERVANT. 
 

 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a 
 trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that 

 plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of 
 money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager 
 for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 

 themselves with many griefs.       1 Tim. 6:9-10 
 

  FACT: The only way to keep money from being my  
 

  master is to GIVE BACK TO GOD 
 

 The purpose of tithing is to teach you always to put God 
 first in your lives.    Deut. 14:23 (LB) 
 

  QUESTION: Does God really have FIRST PLACE  

 

   IN my life? 
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    1. The Purpose of GIVING 
 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, 
 so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed [by them] 
 into eternal dwellings.    (v. 9)  
 

   (NLT: Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends) 
 

 3 LESSON #1: The GREATEST use of money is to  

 

      use it to get PEOPLE INTO HEAVEN 
 

 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
 moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and 
 steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven...For 
 where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.   
        Matt. 6:20-21 
 

  Question: How much am I INVESTING IN 
 

  ETERNITY? 
 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your 
 sights on the realities of heaven...Think about the things of 
 heaven, not the things of earth. For you died to this life, and 
 your real life is hidden with Christ in God.  Col. 3:1-3 (NLT) 
 

    2. The Pattern for LIVING 
 Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted 
 with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will 
 also be dishonest with much.   (v. 10) 
 

 3 LESSON #2: If I’m faithful in managing what I have,  

 

  God can TRUST ME WITH MORE of it 
 

 Well done, faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
 few things; I will put you in charge of many things.     
       Matt. 25:21 
 

 Now the most important thing about a servant is that he 
 does just what his master tells him to.       1 Cor. 4:2 (LB) 
 

  Question: Have I been FAITHFUL in the  

 

  LITTLE things? 
 

    3. The Principle of BLESSING 
 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly 
 wealth, who will trust you with true riches?     (v. 11) 
 

 Command those who are rich in this present world not...to 
 put their hope in wealth...but to put their hope in God… 
 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and 
 to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will 
 lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the 
 coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is 
 truly life.      1 Tim. 6:17-19 
 

 A man’s real life in no way depends upon the number of his 
 possessions.     Luke 12:15 (Ph.) 
 

 3 LESSON #3: How I USE MONEY determines  

 

        how much God CAN BLESS my life 
 

 [Jesus:] Whatever measure you use in giving--large or small-
 it will be used to measure what is given back to you.  
       Luke 6:38 (NLT) 
 

  Question: Can God TRUST ME with TRUE 
 

  RICHES? 
 

    4. The Priority of LOVING 
 No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the 
 one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 
 and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
 Money.      (v. 13) 
 

 3 LESSON #4: I must choose what I WILL LOVE 

 

  MOST IN LIFE 
 


