
 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of 
 Eden to work it and take care of it.  Gen. 2:15  
 

       The problem: Even though we KNOW GOD OWNS  
 

 it all, we often ACT AS IF we do. 
 You must never think that you have made yourselves 
 wealthy by your own power and strength. Remember it is 
 the Lord your God who gives you the power to become 
 rich.                Deut. 8:17-18 (TEV) 
 

       FACT: Life is not about OWNERSHIP; it’s about 
 

  STEWARDSHIP 

 

       What is it? It’s MANAGING something that BELONGS 
 

  TO another. 
 

III. Good stewardship involves EVERYTHING God has  

 

 GIVEN to me 
 

      God has entrusted me with... 
 

  a BODY, so stewardship involves physical fitness, good 
 nutrition, proper rest, avoid sinful habits. (cf. 1 Cor. 6:18)  
 

  MATERIAL WEALTH, so stewardship involves  

 godly money management (cf. 1 Tim. 6:6-19;  Heb. 13:5) 
 

  each new DAY OF LIFE, so stewardship involves   
 using our time with the right priorities (cf. Eph. 5:16; Col. 4:5) 
 

  a FAMILY, so stewardship involves developing & 
 improving those relationships (cf. Eph. 5:21-6:4) 
 

  the GOSPEL, so stewardship involves telling others 
 about  Jesus & deepening my walk with Him. (cf. 1 Th. 2:4) 
 

  positions of AUTHORITY so stewardship involves   
 using my influence for good.  (cf.1 Tim. 2:1-4) 
 

  the WORLD, so stewardship involves taking care of 
 the environment (cf. Gen. 2:15) 

IV. To be a good steward, I must... 
 

     1. ACCEPT my position as the MANAGER of a trust 

 

 and not THE OWNER 
 What do you have that God hasn’t given you? And if  
 everything you have is [a gift] from God, why boast as 
 though it were not a gift?   1 Cor. 4:7 (NLT) 
 

  KEY: RESPONSIVENESS 
 The LORD says, I will guide you along the best pathway for 
 your life. I will advise you and watch over you. Do not be 
 like a senseless horse or mule that needs a bit and bridle to 
 keep it under control.           Psa. 32:8-9 (NLT) 

 

(cf. God’s priorities/values: Matt. 6:24-33; 25:31-46; 1 Tim. 5:3-8; 6:6-10) 
 

  POINT:  Since nothing I have BELONGS to me,  
 

        I’m NOT FREE to do with it AS I WISH 
 For we brought nothing into the world and we cannot take 
 anything out of the world.    1 Tim. 6:7 
 
 
 

 
 

    2. MAKE THE MOST of each day as an   

 

 OPPORTUNITY for stewardship and service 
 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust 
 must prove faithful.     1 Cor. 4:2  
 

  KEY: INITIATIVE (cf. Matt. 25:14-16) 
 

  POINT: I have a God-given MANDATE to use my  
 

     God-given RESOURCES to accomplish God-given  
 

     PURPOSES 

Exercise: On a sheet of paper, make a list of all your possessions, 
especially that which until now you would have said, “This is mine.” 
Then return the ownership of each item to its rightful Owner and 
commit yourself in prayer to managing it according to His wishes and 
priorities, sign the paper, and date it. Post it in a prominent place 
where it will be a continuing reminder of your role as a manager. 



I. God OWNS EVERYTHING!  
 The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it; the world, 
 and all who live in it.    Psalm 24:1 
 

 Everything comes from You, and we have given You only 
 what comes from your hand...As for all this abundance...it 
 comes from Your hand, and all of it belongs to You. 
       1 Chron. 29:14, 16 

 

 1. He CREATED IT 

 He [Jesus] created everything there is. Nothing exists that 
 He didn't make.    John 1:3 (NLT) 
 

 2. He SUSTAINS IT 
 The Son...shows exactly what God is like. He holds every-
 thing together with His powerful word...all things con-
 tinue because of Him.  Heb. 1:3 & Col. 1:17 (NCV) 
 

       POINT: God is the SOURCE of EVERYTHING I have 

 

II. Man was CREATED TO MANAGE what God owns 
 God blessed them and said to them, Be fruitful and increase 
 in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of 
 the sea and the birds of the air and over every living 
 creature that moves on the ground.   Gen.1:28 

HOW TO BEGIN A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2, 13:14 
  

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray this prayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me.  I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins & 
that He rose from the dead.  I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself. I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

     3. Submit to CHRIST’S LORDSHIP and  
 

  refuse to be driven by “HOARD-SHIP” 
 “Guard against every kind of greed for real life is not meas-
 ured by how much we own.” He told them this parable: 
 “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 
 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to 
 store my crops.’ “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear 

 down my barns and build bigger ones... And I’ll say to myself, 
 “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take 
 life easy; eat, drink and be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You 
 fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. 
 Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’  

 “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for 
 himself but is not rich toward God.” Luke 12:15-21 (NLT & NIV) 
 

  HOW?  Being “rich toward God” means... 
 

      1) seeing everything as a GIFT FROM HIS HAND 
 

      2) seeking GOD’S DIRECTION before settling on a 
 

  FINANCIAL DECISION 
 

      3) caring more about GIVING THAN GETTING 
 

      4) NOT CONFUSING the accumulation of   
  things with real living  

 

(Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®. Copyright © 1973,  
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Today we begin a new series that I’m calling, “Money Myths.” 
We’re going to be looking at several false ideas that we often 
hold toward money and try to shed God’s light and truth on 
these ideas. The first one is the idea that It’s My Money! 
 

I. God OWNS IT ALL!  
There’s not one single thing that He doesn’t own 
 

 The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it; the world, 
 and all who live in it.    Psalm 24:1 
 

God owns EVERYTHING—LOCK, STOCK AND BARREL. 
Every galaxy, every star, every sun, every planet, every moon, 
every ocean, every continent, every mountain, every tree, every 
river, every rock, every plant, every animal, every person, eve-
ry heartbeat, every breath, every ability, every mind, every day, 
every second: EVERY  THING 
 

 Everything comes from You, and we have given You only 
 what comes from your hand...As for all this abundance...it 
 comes from Your hand, and all of it belongs to You. 
       1 Chron. 29:14, 16 

 

RON BLUE: “The first step to financial freedom is 
acknowledging that your loving, sovereign God owns it all.” 
 

 1. He CREATED IT ALL 

 He [Jesus] created everything there is. Nothing exists that 
 He didn't make.    John 1:3 (NLT) 
 

He brought it all into being. Without Him, it doesn’t exist. And 
He created everything out of absolutely nothing. No mass, no 
motion, no energy, no elements, no molecules, no atoms, no 
electrons, protons, neutrons, neutrinos, quarks,  whatever—
none of it existed until God created it. Until He brought it into 
being. 
 

 2. He SUSTAINS IT ALL 
 The Son...shows exactly what God is like. He holds every-
 thing together with His powerful word...all things con-
 tinue because of Him.  Heb. 1:3 & Col. 1:17 (NCV) 
 

It’s not like the absent watchmaker theory: that God created 

the universe, wound it up like a giant clock, and left it to run on 
its own. No way. If Jesus were to withdraw His personal 
sustaining power for even a millisecond, everything would literally 
cease to exist and vanish into the nothingness from which it came.  
 

       POINT: God is the SOURCE of EVERYTHING I have 
 

Your body, your mind, your abilities, your family, your career, 
your possessions, your health, your life. The house you live in, 
the food on your table. 
 

II. Man was CREATED TO MANAGE what God owns 
 

We were made to manage. This is the MAIN reason given in 
Scripture for the creation of man. What was God’s first command? 
Anyone know? (pause) Stewardship. LOOK at Genesis 1:28  & 
Genesis 2:15    
 

 God blessed them and said to them, Be fruitful and increase 
 in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of 
 the sea and the birds of the air and over every living 
 creature that moves on the ground.   Gen.1:28 
 

 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of 
 Eden to work it and take care of it.  Gen. 2:15  
 

NOTICE the words: “fill the earth, subdue it, rule over it, work 
it, take care of it.” All of that adds up to management.  What we 
see here is that man was created to be the caretaker of God’s 
creation.   
 

We were created different from the animals because man was 
put in charge. He was made in the image of God and one aspect 
of that image is the ability to make moral choices. Which is 
exactly what is involved in stewardship - moral choice.  
 

We are full partners with God in cultivating His vast universe. 
We’re not mindless slaves executing menial tasks; we are gifted 
managers equipped to oversee resources creatively in order to 
produce what God values. 
 

       The problem: Even though we know GOD OWNS  

 it all, we often ACT AS IF we do. 
 

We forget who the real owner is. And that’s when things get 



messed up. This is one of the reasons the world is so messed up. 
We lose sight of what we were created for, of our purpose — to be 
the managers, not the owners. AND any businessman will tell you: 
THERE IS A BIG DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO. 
 
 

We start acting as if we own the stuff we have and that we get 
to set the values by which it is used. We start using words like: 
“MY” “MINE” “I” — my life, money, possessions, time, talents, 
abilities, etc. We start thinking we own what we have and when we 
do that we are trying to TRADE PLACES WITH GOD. 
Deut. 8:17   
 

 You must never think that you have made yourselves 
 wealthy by your own power and strength. Remember it is 
 the Lord your God who gives you the power to become 
 rich.                Deut. 8:17-18 (TEV) 
 

       FACT: Life is not about OWNERSHIP; it’s about 
  STEWARDSHIP 

 

Stewardship is one of the most misunderstood words in the 
English language. If you were to ask most people in the church 
what stewardship means they'd say Money or Tithing or Giving.  
 

What is the meaning of stewardship anyway? If you look up the 
word in a Webster's dictionary, it’s defined like this: "Stewardship 
is the responsibility of managing some assets or affairs or property 
of someone else's."  
 

       What is it? It’s MANAGING something that BELONGS 
  TO another. 
Stewardship is managing something that belongs to another. The 
key word in that definition is the word "management". The 
word "steward" means "manager". It' s the old English word 
for manager. Stewardship is management.  
 
The faithful management of all that God entrusts to us   (Go on) 

III. Good stewardship involves EVERYTHING God has GIVEN 
 to me. 
 

      God has entrusted me with... 

  a BODY, so stewardship involves physical fitness, good 
 nutrition, proper rest, avoid sinful habits. (cf. 1 Cor. 6:18)  

  MATERIAL WEALTH, so stewardship involves  

 godly money management (cf. 1 Tim. 6:6-19;  Heb. 13:5) 
 

  each new DAY OF LIFE, so stewardship involves   
 using our time with the right priorities (cf. Eph. 5:16; Col. 4:5) 
 

  a FAMILY, so stewardship involves developing & 
 improving those relationships (cf. Eph. 5:21-6:4) 
 

  the GOSPEL, so stewardship involves telling others 
 about  Jesus & deepening my walk with Him. (cf. 1 Th. 2:4) 
 

How well are you managing your spiritual life? How well do 
you know God? How familiar are you with God’s word? I’d 
wager that most of you are more familiar with your TV shows 
than you are with the Word of God! 
  

  positions of AUTHORITY so stewardship involves using 
 my influence for good.  (cf.1 Tim. 2:1-4) 
 

Voting, boycotting, protesting, writing legislators, signing peti-
tions, giving to moral causes, peaceful protest, etc. 
 

  the WORLD, so stewardship involves taking care of 
 the environment (cf. Gen. 2:15) 
 

SCHAEFFER: “Man has dominion over the ‘lower’ orders of cre-
ation, but he is not sovereign over them.” Only God is sovereign 
and the lower orders are to be used with this truth in mind. Man is 
not using his own possessions.” (Pollution and the Death of Man) 
 

“Everything from the dirt in our backyards to our minds and bodies, 
everything including our material possessions is a resource to be 
managed FOR God. The idea of stewardship is not something 
trivial; it is the reason we were created and put on this earth. 
And it involves everything in our lives. If you reduce stewardship 
to money only, you are copping out on the rest of life 
 

IV. To be a good steward, I must... 
 

     1. ACCEPT my position as the MANAGER of a trust 

 and not THE OWNER 



 

What do you do when you “accept” something? It means that it 
becomes a “given” in your life and you alter and arrange your 
life according to that “given.” 
 

 What do you have that God hasn’t given you? And if  
 everything you have is [a gift] from God, why boast as 
 though it were not a gift?   1 Cor. 4:7 (NLT) 
 

You have been given a key role and a great responsibility, so 
make the most of it. God himself has entrusted you with time, 
money, material things and great opportunities. Your objective 
is to maximize the investment of all that has been put into your 
hands. 
 

  KEY: RESPONSIVENESS 
 

Biblical stewardship requires responsiveness. Good managers 
are willing to work by the policies of their company and the ex-
pectations of those who supervise them. Poor  manager s set 
their own agendas while ignoring directions from above. 
 

Responsiveness is more than just discovering what God wants 
me to do in life, such as be a lawyer , teacher  or  electr ician ... It 
is a way of life. It is living in a state of constant readiness to do 
the will of God as He makes it known. 
 

 The LORD says, I will guide you along the best pathway for 
 your life. I will advise you and watch over you. Do not be 
 like a senseless horse or mule that needs a bit and bridle to 
 keep it under control.           Psa. 32:8-9 (NLT) 

 

(cf. God’s priorities/values: Matt. 6:24-33; 25:31-46; 1 Tim. 5:3-8; 6:6-10) 
 

  POINT:  Since nothing I have BELONGS to me , I’m NOT 
  FREE to do with it AS I WISH 
 

All that I have and all that I am, I owe to Him. He gave me the 
strength to work, my mind to think, the life that is in my body 
comes from Him.  “If God owns everything, then you and I own 
nothing.” It’s all on loan from Him. So I must use it as He 
wants. 

 For we brought nothing into the world and we cannot take 
 anything out of the world.    1 Tim. 6:7 
 

GOD SAYS: "It's foolish to make your #1 goal in life the acqui-
sition of things. I'm just loaning them to you for a short time 
anyway. You're going to be here 60, 70, 80, 90 years. I'll loan 
them to you. You get to manage them. You can use them. You can 
enjoy them.  
 

“But you must take care of them and follow the instructions 
that I give you for their use and enjoyment. And never forget 
that one day you're going to die and you're going to come into 
eternity and then I’m going to loan them to someone else."  
 

You don't own anything, really. They're on loan. After we die, 
God passes them on to somebody else. 
 

Gordon MacDonald: “One of the greatest missing teachings in 
the American church today is the reminder to men and women 
that nothing we have belongs to us.” God has the right to take 
whatever He wants whenever He wants. He’s the owner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    2. MAKE THE MOST of each day as an  OPPORTUNITY for 
 stewardship and service 
 

The BIG DIFFERENCE: An owner has rights, a steward has 
only responsibilities. As  good manager s, our job is to know how 
God wants us to manage His resources. Then I must submit my will 
to His will. I must manage those resources according to God’s 
values and to accomplish His will according to His word. Faithful 
in using God’s resources as He directs 
 

 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust 
 must prove faithful.     1 Cor. 4:2  
 

BARNA: “We have a responsibility to use the wealth entrusted 
to us in ways that would PARALLEL how God Himself might 
use those resources if He were investing them. This requires 
that we have a real sense of God’s priorities, His values and His 
ways of responding to conditions. He expects us to use these 
resources in a strategic manner, to facilitate His pleasure and to 
glorify Him.” 
 

“Determining what God would have us do in balancing our pri-
orities requires the discipline of spending time with Him and 
His word.” 
 



  KEY: INITIATIVE (cf. Matt. 25:14-16) 
 

God expects us to get on with the task of obeying him and culti-
vating the things He has entrusted to us. Responsiveness is not 
passiveness. To confuse the two can be spiritually fatal. 
 

In Jesus' parable of the talents a man goes on a journey and en-
trusts his stewards with money:  
 The Kingdom of heaven will be like a man going on a jour-
 ney, who called his servants and entrusted his property to 
 them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two 
 talents, and to another one talent, each according to his 
 ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The man who had re-
 ceived the five talents went at once and put his money to 
 work and gained five more.  
 

The man going on the journey gives no instructions on how the 
money is to be used, just that they were responsible for it. 
When the man returns he discovers that two stewards invested their 
money and doubled it while one steward buried the money and 
made nothing. 
 

THE KEY TO THE PARABLE is this: Two stewards took ini-
tiative. One steward was passive. The two are affirmed. The one 
rebuked. 
 

Good executives do not need someone always checking up on 
them to see if they are doing the job. Once they know what is 
expected and to whom they are accountable, they know to use their 
skills, ingenuity and energy to accomplish the task with excellence. 
 

This is similar to what God expects of us.  
 If you’re a student, you don't need to wonder whether it is 
  God's will for you to study.   
 If you’re a father, you don't need to wonder if it is God's will 
  for you to care for your family.  
 If you are in business, you don't need to wonder if it is God's 
  will for you to provide a quality product at a fair price  

 

A good steward practices responsive initiative. 
 

  POINT: I have a God-given MANDATE to use my  
     God-given RESOURCES to accomplish God-given  
     PURPOSES 

 

     3. Submit to CHRIST’S LORDSHIP and refuse to 
   be driven controlled by “HOARDSHIP” 
 “Guard against every kind of greed for real life is not meas-
 ured by how much we own.” He told them this parable: 
 “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 
 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to 
 store my crops.’ “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear 

 down my barns and build bigger ones... And I’ll say to myself, 
 “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take 
 life easy; eat, drink and be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You 
 fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. 
 Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’  

 “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things 
for  himself but is not rich toward God.” Luke 12:15-21 (NLT & NIV) 
 

“This is how it will be with anyone who store up things for himself 
but is not rich toward God.” 
 

Where did this guy go wrong? He was already rich, and he saw 
that he was getting even richer. He thought life had presented him 
with an extraordinary blessing: a crop so abundant that he didn’t 
have room to contain it. He asked himself: What shall I do?  
 

He could have given away the extra and shared with others. But he 
arrived at the worst possible conclusion: I’ll keep it all to myself 
and I’ll live off of it for years. He saw the bounty as something 
to benefit himself alone. It was not to be shared, not to be used for 
any purpose other than his own pleasure. [It never even entered his 
mind that he had been blessed to be a blessing.] 
 
 

BILL HYBELS: Jesus referred to him as a fool because he nev-
er learned when enough was enough. He never learned how to 
draw a kind of finish line and move on to pursuits in life other 
than just making money.  
 

The rich man was a fool, for he had fallen into the trap of 
prideful arrogance. He thought that his riches were actually his 
riches, when in fact they were on loan to him from God. He 
thought that the amazing crop was something he deserved, fail-
ing to see that it resulted from factors completely in God’s con-
trol, not his own.  
 



He thought that the future was his to predict. He boasted of some-
thing known only to God. At every turn, he took God’s place and 
denied His authority. HE WAS MORE CONCERNED WITH 
HOARDSHIP THAN LORDSHIP 
 

  HOW?  Being rich toward God means... 
 

      1) seeing everything as a GIFT FROM HIS HAND 
 

Whatever we receive in money or  mater ial goods or  oppor tuni-
ties or in the moments of each day is purely and simply a gift from 
God. It’s an expression of His love, an evidence of His grace. Eve-
ry possession is entrusted to us to manage and enjoy and use for 
His purposes. 
 

If I’m rich toward God, I will remember that there is a day of 
reckoning coming, when I will have to give an account of my 
stewardship.  
 

      2) seeking GOD’S DIRECTION before settling on a 
  FINANCIAL DECISION 
 

This is the essence of seeking first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, desiring above all else to do His will. The seeking 
happens continually as we commune with God and communicate 
with Him throughout the day. And whenever we receive 
“windfall” blessings, the first order of business is to ask, “Lord, 
what is Your purpose in this? What do You want me to do?” 
 
 

      3) caring more about GIVING THAN GETTING 

The rich man was consumed with getting and cared nothing 
about giving. Before we condemn him, let’s not forget that we all 
have the same capacity for the same sin. The challenge is to think 
inclusively about others instead of exclusively about ourselves, 
for in so doing we grow rich toward God and satisfied in His pleas-
ure. Generously giving at every opportunity, we fulfill our purpose 
and honor His name. 
  
“The rich man looked at life and saw only himself, not God. He 
failed to remember that he was a steward to whom much had 
been given. The fact that this farmer  had such a r ich harvest 
did not prove that he was in any way a better man. It simply 
showed that God was kind and generous to him.” (Sutherland & 

Nowery)  
 
John Piper: We must “use our money in a way that will bring 
the greatest and longest gain.” 
 

      4) NOT CONFUSING the accumulation of things with 
  real living  

1 . W e  A re  actin g lik e  Fools W h en …   
 

 W e Do N ot G ive  G od Th e  Credit For Th in gs H e  H as 
Don e. 
 W e don ’t see  God’s purpose in  b lessin g us.  
 

 
2. W e  A re  Fools W h en  W e  M ak e  Plan s Bu t Leav e  God Out. 
 plan  w ith out con su ltin g God 
 
3. W e  A re  Fools W h en  W e  Live  On ly For th e  M om en t. 
 
4. W e  A re  Fools W h en  W e  Store Our Treasure In  Th e  W ron g 
 Places.  
 
5. W e  A re  Fools W h en  W e  W ill Fin d Ourselv es In  Con flict 
W ith  God’s Plan  For Our Liv es. 
 

6. W e  are fools w h en  w e  trust in  w orldly th in gs in stead of 
God 

 
7. W e  are  fools w h en  w e  try to equate  real livin g w ith  th e  ac-
cum u lation  of th in gs (W e A re  Fools W h en  w e  seek  fu lfill-
m en t in  rich es) b ein g rich  tow ard God m ean s refusin g to 
equate  real livin g w ith  accum u lation  of th in gs 
 

 




