
HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

MATTHEW 7:24 (NCV) Everyone who hears My words and  obeys 
 them is like a wise man who built his house on rock.  
 

I. WHY DO WE LIE: 
 

      We lie to IMPRESS OTHERS 
 Do you think I am trying to make people accept me? No, 
 God is the One I am trying to please.  Gal. 1:10a (NCV) 

 

(Example: Ananias & Sapphira—Acts 5:1-11) 
 

      We lie to GET REVENGE 
 Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the right-
 eous anger of God.    Rom. 12:19 (NLT) 
 

      We lie to ESCAPE CONSEQUENCES 
 Fear of man is a dangerous trap, but to trust in God means 
 safety.      Prov. 29:25 (LB) 
 

 When the men who lived there asked Isaac about his wife, 
 Rebekah, he said, “She is my sister.” He was afraid to say, 
 “She is my wife.”    Gen. 26:7 (NLT) 
 

      We lie to MAKE A PROFIT 
 Never once did we try to win you with flattery, as you well 
 know. And God is our witness that we were not pretending 
 to be your friends just to get your money! 1 Thess. 2:5 (NLT) 

 A good man is guided by his honesty; the evil man is de-
 stroyed by his dishonesty.    Prov. 11:3 (LB) 
 

     3 FACT: Truth telling fosters TRUST BUILDING 
 

 3) Tell the Truth CONSIDERATELY 

 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
 every way into...Christ.   Eph. 4:15 (ESV) 
 

 An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips. Prov. 24:26 
 

     3 FACT: Honesty doesn’t mean being BLUNT or BRUTAL 
 

 Thoughtless words can wound as deeply as any sword, but 
 wisely spoken words can heal.  Prov. 12:18 (TEV) 

 

     3 FACT: Truth WITHOUT LOVE is a WEAPON 
 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, 
 but only what is helpful for building others up according to 
 their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. Eph. 4:29 
 

* The Problem: My HEART is FULL of SIN 

 The mouth speaks what the heart is full of. Matt. 12:34 (TEV) 
 

 The heart is more deceitful than all else... Jer. 17:9a (NASB) 
 

      ANSWER: Ask God to give me A NEW HEART 

 Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed...and 
 receive new heart and a new spirit... Ezek. 18:31 (NIV/LB) 
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      We lie FOR CONVENIENCE 
 Would you like to enjoy life? Do you want...happiness? Then 
 keep from speaking evil and telling lies.  Psa. 34:12-13 (TEV) 
 

II. WHAT’S WRONG WITH LYING? 
 

      1. It DEMEANS OTHERS 

 A lying tongue hates those it hurts, and a flattering mouth 
 works ruin.     Prov. 26:28 
 

 Deceit causes trouble...   Prov. 10:10 (GWT) 
 

      2. It DESTROYS REPUTATIONS 
 Dishonest people use gossip to destroy their neighbors... 
       Prov. 11:9 (CEV) 
 

 Telling lies about others is as harmful as hitting them with 
 an ax...              Prov. 25:18  (NLT) 
 

      3. It DIMINISHES my CHARACTER 
 Lies will get any man into trouble.... Prov. 12:13 (LB) 
 

 A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who pours 
 out lies will not go free.   Prov. 19:5 
 

      4. It DERIVES from the DEVIL 
 There is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his 
 character; for he is a liar and the father of lies. John 8:44 (NLT) 
 

 Do not lie to one another, for you have put off the old self 
 with its habits and have put on the new self. Col. 3:9-10 (TEV) 
 

      5. It DISGUSTS GOD 
 The Lord detests lying lips, but He delights in men who are 
 truthful.      Prov. 12:22 
 

       WHY? Because GOD IS TRUTH 
 [Jesus:] I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. John 14:6a 
 

 The word of the LORD is right and true; He is faithful in all 
 He does.      Psalm 33:4 
 

 You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. Psa. 31:5 (NKJ) 

III. 10 WAYS WE LIE (see “Honesty Checklist”) 
 

IV. THE VALUE OF HONESTY 
 

      1. Honesty builds CHARACTER 
 A good man is known by his truthfulness; a false man by 
 deceit and lies.     Prov. 12:17 (LB) 
 

      2. Honesty fosters SPIRITUAL MATURITY 
 Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more 
 and more in every way like Christ...  Eph. 4:15 
 

      3. Honesty ensures SECURITY 
 Honesty can keep you safe, but...the evil man’s treachery 
 is his undoing.                  Prov. 11:6 (CEV/LB) 
 

V. HOW TO TELL THE TRUTH 
 

      1. Ask God to HELP YOU STOP LYING 
 I ask two things from You, Lord. Don’t refuse me before I die. 
 Keep me from lying and being dishonest. Prov. 30:7-8 (NCV)  
 

 All kinds of animals...have been tamed...but no man can tame 
 the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of...poison. James 3:7-8 
 

      2. Commit to GOD’S STANDARD of truth telling 
 Don't let me be dishonest; have mercy on me by helping 
 me obey Your teachings. I have chosen the way of truth.  
                Psa. 119:29-30 (NCV) 
 

 Buy the truth and do not sell it.   Prov. 23:23a 
 

3 Aspects: 

 

 1) Tell the Truth COMPLETELY 

 A truthful witness does not deceive... Prov. 14:5a   
 

     3 FACT: Half-truths are STILL HALF LIES 

 

 Each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully 
 to his neighbor.    Eph. 4:25 
 

 2) Tell the Truth CONSISTENTLY 



HONESTY CHECKLIST 
 

        How honest are you with your words? Ask God to examine your life in each of the 
following types of falsehood. Put a check mark next to any of these applications that you 
find is often true of your life and speech. (If you want to make sure that you have not been 
self-deceived, ask a godly friend to share with you any of these tendencies that he or she 
may have observed in your life.) 
 
 

I. How I Am Being Dishonest? 
 

    Lying (Prov. 12:22) 
         Slandering - speading false reports about another, with the  
  intent to inflict hurt. 
         Answering direct questions with untruths in order to protect 
  my reputation or escape the consequences of my actions 
         Falsifying time cards, employments applications, expense  
  reports, or tax returns for personal benefit. 
 

    Flattery (Prov. 26:28; 28:23) 
         Giving insincere praise. 
         Complimenting another to enhance my own reputation in their 
  eyes or to further selfish motives. 
 

    Exaggeration (Prov. 8:8) 
         Overstating the truth by using words like “always” and “never.” 
         Making sweeping generalizations about people or situations. 
         Inflating past accomplishments.         
         Embellishing details to make a story more humorous or  
  interesting. 
         Overstating (or understating) the seriousness of a situation in 
  order to make a point or for greater effect. 
         Exaggerating the results or fruits of my efforts in serving God. 
 

    Deception (Ps. 120:2) 
         Trying to create a better impression of myself than is strictly true 
         Allowing people to say things that are untrue about another 
  person and implying consent by my silence. 
         Giving the impression that I am more spiritually mature and 
  committed than is actually true. 
         Allowing my mate to believe that I am morally pure and  
  faithful, when I have failed morally. 
         Covering up sins of my past. 

(over) 

    Misleading (2 Cor. 8:21) 
         Leaving a false impression (though my words may be true). 
         Communicating facts selectively to influence others for my 
  own purpose. 
         Giving misleading references to prospective employers 
 

    Inaccuracy (Heb. 13:18) 
         Failing to verify the facts before repeating a story. 
         Carelessness with regard to factual details of stories. 
         Failing to speak precisely or to make sure that my words are 
  literally true. 
 

    Hypocrisy (Prov. 26:23) 
         Speaking kindly to another while harboring hatred or bitterness 
  in my heart. 
         Praising another to his face while criticizing him behind his back 
 

    Inconsistency (Mal. 3:6) 
         Flip-flopping on issues, depending on my “audience.” 
         Saying what I know the other person wants to hear rather than 
  what I really believe. 
         Putting a different spin on matters, depending on who I am  
  talking to. 
 

    Guile (Ps. 32:2) 
         Maintaining hidden agendas and ulterior motives when dealing 
  with people. 
         Looking for loopholes in a contract, rather than honoring the 
  intent and spirit of the agreement. 
 

    Broken Promises (Ps. 15:1, 4) 
         Promising to pray for someone and neglecting to do so. 
         Agreeing to be somewhere at a certain time or promising to 
  meet a need, and failing to do so. 
         Failing to fulfill a financial obligation. 
 
 

II. Where I Am I Being Dishonest? (check all that apply) 
         Home          Work          Lifestyle          Myself 
         God          Friends        Marriage          Church 
 

(Adapted from “Honesty with Others” Spirit of Revival   
September 1995. Pgs. 27-29) 


