
HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

MATTHEW 7:24 (NCV) Everyone who hears My words and  obeys 
 them is like a wise man who built his house on rock.  
 

1 COR. 13:13 Now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But 
 the greatest of these is love. 
 

I. THE PRIORITY OF LOVE (from 1 Cor. 13:1-3) 
 

     Without love… 
 

 1.  All that I SAY is INEFFECTIVE. 
 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have no 
 love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. (v. 1) 
 

 2.  All that I KNOW is INCOMPLETE. 
 If I have the gift of prophecy, and can fathom all mysteries 
 and all knowledge...but have not love I am nothing. (v. 2a) 
 

 Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.   1 Cor. 8:1 
 

 3.  All that I BELIEVE is INSIGNIFICANT. 
 ...and if I have faith that can move mountains, but have not 
 love I am nothing.       (v.2b) 
 

 ...The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through 
 love.       Gal. 5:6 

 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, 
 and endures through every circumstance.  (v. 7, NLT) 
 

  POINT: There are NO LIMITS TO LOVE 
 

IV. THE SOURCE OF LOVE (Where do I get this kind of love?) 
 

     God is the exclusive SOURCE of AGAPÉ LOVE 
 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 
 God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 
 God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because 
 God is love.     1 John 4:7-8 
 

 May your roots go down deep into the soil of God’s mar-
 velous love;  and may you be able to feel and understand, 
 as all God’s children should, how long, how wide, how deep, 
 and how high His love really is; and to experience this love 
 for yourselves, though it is so great that you will never see 
 the end of it or fully know or understand it. Eph. 3:17-19 (LB) 
 

     3 KEY: Experience GOD’S LOVE MORE EACH DAY 
 We love because He first loved us. 1 John 4:19 
 
 
 

* Bottom Line: Let His LOVE FLOW THROUGH you 
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 4.  All that I GIVE is INSUFFICIENT. 
 If I give all I possess to the poor...but have not love, I gain 
 nothing.       (v. 3a) 
 

 5.  All that I ACCOMPLISH is INADEQUATE. 
 If I were burned alive for preaching the Gospel, but didn't 
 love others, it would be of no value whatever.  (v. 3b, LB) 
 

II. THE MEANING OF LOVE 
 

        2 Popular Misconceptions: 
 

       Love IS A FEELING 
 

       Love IS UNCONTROLLABLE 
 

        What God Says: 
 

  1. Love is a matter OF CHOICE 
 And over all these virtues, put on love which binds them all  
 together....     Colossians 3:14 
 

  2. Love is a matter OF CONDUCT 
 Little children, let us stop just saying we love people; let us 
 really love them, and show it by our actions. 1 John 3:18 (LB) 
 

III. THE ACTIONS OF LOVE (from 1 Cor. 13:4-8a) 
 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
 boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is 
 not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does 
 not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always pro-
 tects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love 
 never fails. 
 

      1. Love is patient     _____  
 Be patient with each other, making allowances for each 
 other’s faults, because of your love.          Eph. 4:2 (LB) 
 

  POINT: Love is WILLING to PUTS UP WITH faults 
 

      2. Love is kind      _____ 
 Always do these things: Show mercy to others, be kind...  

       Col. 3:12a (NCV) 
 

  POINT: Kindness is LOVE IN ACTION 
 

     3. Love...does not envy     _____ 
 Where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find 
 disorder and every evil practice.  James 3:16 
 

  POINT: Love is happy when OTHERS ARE BLESSED 

 

     4. Love...does not boast      _____ 
 

  POINT: Love has NOTHING TO PROVE 
 

     5. Love is...not proud     _____ 

 Pride only breeds quarrels...    Prov. 13:10 
 

  POINT: Love requires HUMILITY 
 

     6. Love is...not rude     _____ 
 

  POINT: Love has GOOD MANNERS 

 

     7. Love is...not self-seeking     _____ 

 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with hu-
 mility of mind, regard one another as more important than 
 yourselves.      Phil. 2:3 (NASB) 
 

  POINT: Love does not DEMAND ITS “RIGHTS” 

 

     8. Love is...not irritable     _____ 
 

  POINT: Love does not get EXASPERATED EASILY  

 

     9. Love...does not keep a record of wrongs     _____ 
 Most important, continue to show deep love for each other, 

 for love covers a multitude of sins.   1 Peter 4:8 (NLT) 
 

  POINT: Love must be FORGIVING 
 

     10. Love...does not delight in evil, but rejoices in the truth     ____ 
 

  POINT: Love possesses a strong MORAL COMPASS 

 

     11. Love...never fails     _____ 


