
HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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Part    : Back from the Dead21


JOHN 11:1-57 
 

I. JESUS WAITED    
 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the 
 village of Mary and her sister Martha...So the sisters sent word to
 Jesus, ‘Lord, the one you love is sick.’ When He heard this, Jesus 
 said, ‘This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory 
 so that God's Son may be glorified through it. Jesus loved Mar-
 tha and her sister and Lazarus. Yet when He heard that Lazarus 
 was sick, He stayed where He was two more days. (vv. 1, 3-6) 
 

     3 By waiting, Jesus would meet their DEEPEST NEED 
 

 instead of satisfying their IMMEDIATE WANT 
 

     3 While you’re waiting for God to work, do 3 things… 
 

 1. Make sure IT’S GOD you are waiting for.   
 

 2. PRAY FOR God’s glory, even in the waiting.   
 

 3. Trust HIS TIMING because God is NEVER LATE 
 

     3 God can be glorified IN EVERY SITUATION of life 
 

II. JESUS WENT  
 Then He said to His disciples, ‘Let us go back to Judea.’ ‘But Rab-
 bi,’ they said, ‘a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, 
 and yet you are going back there?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there 
 not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks by day will not 
 stumble, for he sees by this world's light. It is when he walks by 

 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the 
 Sanhedrin.  ‘What are we accomplishing?’ they asked. ‘Here is 
 this man performing many miraculous signs. If we let Him go on 
 like this, everyone will believe in Him, and then the Romans will 
 come and take away both our place and our nation.’ Then one of 
 them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, 
 ‘You know nothing at all! You do not realize that it is better for 
 you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation 
 perish.’ He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that 
 year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 
 and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of 
 God, to bring them together and make them one. So from that 
 day on they plotted to take His life. Therefore Jesus no longer 
 moved about publicly among the Jews. Instead He withdrew to 

 a region near the desert...where He stayed with His disciples. 
 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went 
 up from the country to Jerusalem...They kept looking for Jesus 
 and...asked one another, ‘What do you think?  Isn't He coming to 
 the Feast at all?’ But the chief priests and Pharisees had given or-
 ders that if anyone found out where Jesus was, he should report 
 it so that they might arrest Him.     (vv. 47-57) 
 

     3 Although Jesus’ SUBSTITUTIONARY death is   
 

 PROPHESIED, it is planned by men filled with ENVY and  
 

 driven BY FEAR  (cf. Matt. 27:18; Mark 15:10) 
 

     3 As a WANTED MAN, Jesus seeks SOLITUDE with  
 

 His disciples before the FINAL WEEK of His earthly life 
 

(All Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission . All Rights Reserved.) 
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 night that he stumbles, for he has no light’...Then He told them 
 plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not 
 there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas 
  said... ‘Let us also go, that we may die with Him.’ (vv. 7-10, 14-16) 
 

     3 There’s enough time to DO GOD’S WILL, but not   

 

  enough TO WASTE  
 

     3 It’s better to SUFFER in the LIGHT than STUMBLE in      

  the DARK 
 

 On His arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the 
 tomb for four days...When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
 she went out to meet Him, but Mary stayed at home. ‘Lord,’ Mar-
 tha said to Jesus, ‘if You had been here, my brother would not 
 have died. But I know that even now God will give You whatever 
 You ask.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha 
 answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the 
 last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I AM the resurrection and the life. He 

 who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever 

 lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?’ ‘Yes, 
 Lord,’ she told him, ‘I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of 
 God, who was to come into the world.’  (vv. 17, 20-27) 
 

      3 The life Jesus brings is the life of the AGE TO COME 
 

      3 “never die” = DEATH can’t SNUFF OUT eternal LIFE 
 

      3 Jesus INVITES faith and Martha expresses hers in 3 ways: 
 

 1. Faith in what He COULD DO  (If You had been here…)  
 

 2. Faith in what HE SAYS  (I know he will rise...at the last day) 
 

 3. Faith in WHO HE IS  (I believe You are...the Son of God) 
 

III. JESUS WEPT 
 And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister 
 Mary aside. ‘The Teacher is here,’ she said, ‘and is asking for you.’  
 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to Him...When 
 Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw Him, she fell at 
 His feet and said, ‘Lord, if You had been here, my brother would 
 not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
 had come along with her also weeping, He was deeply moved in 

 spirit and troubled. ‘Where have you laid him?’ He asked. ‘Come 
 and see, Lord,’ they replied. Jesus wept. Then the Jews said, ‘See 
 how He loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not He who 
 opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dy-
 ing?’  (vv. 28-29, 32-37) 
 

     3 Mary and Martha REACTED differently, but Jesus ministered 
 

 TENDERLY to them BOTH 
 

     3 Jesus SHED TEARS rather than pointing A FINGER 
 

     3 Faith doesn’t mean I LOSE ALL EMOTION 
 

     3 LOVE ENTERS into life with people, even if they’re confused 
 

IV. JESUS WORKED 
 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb.  It was a cave 
 with a stone laid across the entrance. ‘Take away the stone,’ He 
 said.  ‘But, Lord,’ said Martha…‘by this time there is a bad odor, 
 for he has been there four days.’ Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell 
 you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God? So 
 they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, 
 I thank You that You have heard Me. I knew that You always hear 
 Me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, 
 that they may believe that You sent Me.’ When He had said this, 
 Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man 
 came out...Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and 
 let him go.’       (vv. 38-44) 
 

     3 What to do when Jesus wants to bring life to what is dead: 
 

 1.Know JESUS CARES 
 

 2.Do the first thing JESUS ASKS you TO DO 
 

 3.Pray WITH FAITH, for faith 
 

 4.Hear the POWERFUL VOICE of Jesus 
 

 5.Respond in PRACTICAL WAYS to what Jesus does 
 

 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had 
 seen what Jesus did put their faith in Him. But some of them went 
 to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. (vv. 45-46) 
 

V. JESUS WITHDREW 


