
HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 
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Par t     : A Model of Tr ue Ser vanthood24

JOHN 13:1-17 
 

 [Jesus:] I have come in order that you might have life...and 
 may have it abundantly.        John 10:10b (TEV/NET) 
 

Jesus teaches two powerful lessons in chapter 13: 
 

 1. SERVE ONE ANOTHER  
 

 2. LOVE ONE ANOTHER  
 

I. Servants LOVE 
 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the 
 hour had come for Him to leave this world and go to the 
 Father. Having loved His own who were in the world, He 
 loved them to the end.     (v. 1) 
 

      (NEB: “Now He was to show the full extent of His love.”) 
 

    3 2 Facts: 
 

  Without love, service is MERE DUTY 
 

  Without love, service SOURS into BITTERNESS 
 

II. Servants ARE STRONG 

 should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example 
 that you should do as I have done for you.  Very truly I tell 
 you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messen-
 ger greater than the one who sent him.   (vv. 12-16) 
 

    3 Jesus says there is ONLY ONE KIND of greatness,   

 

 the greatness OF SERVICE  
 

    3 QUESTION: Why did Jesus wash their feet?   
 

 1) Their HEARTS were PROUD 
 

 2) Their FEET were DIRTY 
 

    3 QUESTION: What does it mean to wash the feet of a disciple  
 

 today? To MEET SOMEBODY’S NEEDS 
 

     3 The best servants know the greatest barrier to the   

 

 meeting of needs is a PROUD HEART 
 
 
 

* CONCLUSION: Blessing waits BEHIND THE  
 DOOR of service 
 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed IF you 
 do them.       (v. 17) 
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 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already 
 prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus.  
 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under His 
 power, and that He had come from God and was returning 
 to God; so He got up from the meal, took off His outer cloth-
 ing, and wrapped a towel around His waist.  (vv. 2-4) 
 

     3 Jesus’ model of true servanthood involves 3 key issues: 
 

 1) He had a strong SENSE of DIRECTION (v. 1) 

 ...Jesus knew that the hour had come to leave this world... 
 

 2) He had a strong SENSE of AUTHORITY (v. 3a) 

 ...Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under His 
 power... 
 

 3) He had a strong SENSE of IDENTITY (v. 3b) 
 ...Jesus knew that...He had come from God and was return-
 ing to God. 

 

  POINT: Add all these together and it produces GREAT  
 

      SECURITY 

 

III. Servants SERVE IMPERFECT people 
 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash 
 His disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was 
 wrapped around Him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
 Him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus replied, 
 ‘You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 
 understand.’ ‘No,’ said Peter, ‘You shall never wash my 
 feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no part 
 with Me.’ ‘Then, Lord,’ Simon Peter replied, ‘not just my 
 feet but my hands and my head as well!’   (vv. 5-9) 
 

     3 The feet of the BICKERING DISCIPLES 
 Then they began to argue among themselves about who 
 would be the greatest among them.   Luke 22:24 (NLT) 
 

     3 The feet of the BETRAYING JUDAS (cf. v. 12) 
 

  FACT: Jesus doesn't turn away from us, WE TURN   

 

      AWAY FROM Him. 
 

  QUESTION: How easily do you GIVE UP ON people? 
 

  FACT: The most astounding thing about Jesus was this:  
 

      the more MEN HURT HIM, the more  
 

      HE LOVED THEM 
 

     3 The feet of the COWARDLY PETER 
 

  FACT: He is so MUCH LIKE US  
 

IV. Servants ARE NOT SHOWY (cf. Matt. 6:1-4) 
 

     3 Washing feet in Jesus’ day was not a flashy ceremony; it  

 

      was a VERY MENIAL TASK 
 

     3 Greek word for humility means “to STOOP LOW”  
 

  POINT: No one is ABOVE SERVING 
 

 Jesus answered, ‘Those who have had a bath need only to 
 wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are 
 clean, though not every one of you.’ For He knew who was 
 going to betray Him, and that was why He said not every 
 one was clean.     (vv. 10-11) 
 

    3 He is talking about our feet, but also about OUR SOULS:   
 

 My soul needs only one “bath” (SALVATION), but   

 

 it needs DAILY CLEANSING (conscious  
 recognition of  Christ’s forgiveness) 
 

V. Servants MEET NEEDS 
 When He had finished washing their feet, He put on His 
 clothes and returned to His place. ‘Do you understand what I 
 have done for you?’ He asked them.  ‘You call me “Teacher”  
 and “Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, 
 your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 


