
 

 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus...who for the joy set before Him 
 endured the cross, scorning its shame... Heb. 12:2 (NIV) 
 

     3 FACT: Joy is the ASSURANCE that God is USING my 

 

 IMPERFECT CIRCUMSTANCES to build 
 

 His PERFECT CHARACTER into my life.  

 

 Consider it all joy...when you encounter various trials, know-
 ing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And 
 let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be 
 perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. Jam. 1:2-4 (NASB) 
 

* HOW TO BEGIN: Put your total TRUST IN GOD 
 [May] God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with 
 joy and peace because you trust in Him... Rom. 15:13a (NLT) 
 

(Authors of source material for Today’s Message: Max Anders, William Barclay, James Boice, Gordon Fee, G. Walter Hansen,  
Tom Holliday, Homer Kent, Jr., D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, John MacArthur, Charles Swindoll, Rick Warren, Warren Wiersbe) 

PHILIPPIANS 1:12-30 
 
     3 The SECRET to joy in any circumstance: SHIFT  
 

   YOUR POINT OF VIEW 
 

To be joyful no matter what, I must change my focus... 
 

1. From the CIRCUMSTANCES to the RESULTS 
 ...my imprisonment here has had the opposite of its intend-
 ed effect. Instead of being squelched, the Message has ac-
 tually prospered.     (v. 12, Msg.) 

 

Two results of Paul’s chains: 
 

 

     1)  EVANGELISM: Elite soldiers heard the GOSPEL 
 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole pal-
 ace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for 
 Christ.      (v. 13, NIV) 

(cf. 2 Tim. 2:9) 
 

     2) ENCOURAGEMENT: The brothers grew BOLDER 
 Because of my chains, most of the brothers in t he Lord 
 have been encouraged to speak the word of God more 
 courageously and fearlessly.    (v. 14, NIV) 

A SERIES THROUGH PHILIPPIANS
Part 2: How to Be Joyful No Matter What

Pastor Jim Fredrickson l April 26, 2020

“GOOD NEWS LIVING” 

God’s Challenge (v. 27-29) My Decision: I will... 

‘You are standing firm…’ Continue to TRUST 

‘in one spirit with one mind’ Concentrate on building UNITY 

‘...striving...for the faith’ Not concede to CRITICISM 

‘not frightened in anything’ Not be controlled by FEAR 

‘[to] suffer for His sake’ Not be confused by SUFFERING 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

  l If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 



 We...rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suf-
 fering produces perseverance, perseverance, character, 
 and character, hope.    Rom. 5:3-4 (NIV) 
 

     3 FACT: God has A PURPOSE for every PROBLEM 
 

2. From the PERSONALITIES to the  
 

      PRIORITIES 
 Some preach to make me jealous, thinking that their success 
 will add to my sorrows here in jail!     (v. 17, LB) 
 

l How to handle people who “add to my sorrows?” 
 

 1)  Remember those who make THINGS BETTER 
 ...But others preach about Christ with pure motives. They 
 preach because they love me…    (vs. 15-16a, NLT) 

 
 2)  Don’t forget what MATTERS MOST 
 But what does it matter? The important thing is that in 
 every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is 
 preached. And because of this I rejoice.    (v. 18, NIV) 
 

 I’ve decided that I really don’t care about their motives... 
 Every time one of them opens his mouth, Christ is proclaimed, 
 so I just cheer them on!    (v. 18, Msg.) 
 

 l POINT: When things are tough, I MUST LEARN to 
 

      DISTINGUISH between the TRIVIAL and 
 

      the SIGNIFICANT 

 

3. From the TEMPORARY to the FOREVER  
 This small and temporary trouble we suffer will bring us a 
 tremendous and eternal glory, much greater than the trou-
 ble. For we fix our attention, not on things that are seen, but 
 on things that are unseen. What can be seen lasts only for  a 
 time, but what cannot be seen lasts forever. 2 Cor. 4:17-18 (TEV) 
 

 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  Phil. 1:21 (NIV) 

     3 KEY QUESTION: Honestly, how would YOU fill in the blank:   

 

 “For to me, to live is _____________?” 
 

To live out this principle in my life, I need 3 things: 
 

      1)  A LIFETIME commitment to MINISTRY 
 If I continue living in my body, I will be able to work for the 
 Lord.      (v. 22a, NCV) 
 

      2)  A strong DESIRE to be CLOSER TO Christ 
 I long to go and be with Christ. How much happier for me 
 than being here!     (v. 23b, LB) 
 

      3)  An UNSELFISH love for OTHERS 
 It is more necessary for YOU that I remain in the body.  Con-
 vinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue 
 with all of you for YOUR progress and joy in the faith.  
       (vs. 24-25, NIV) 

 

2 Questions: 
 

   l Am I living LIFE WITH PURPOSE? 
 

   l Am I facing DEATH WITH CONFIDENCE? 
 

4. From the BAD NEWS to the GOOD NEWS 
 

     3 FACT: The Gospel is more than a MESSAGE, it’s A  
 

       LIFESTYLE 
 Whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is 
 worthy of the gospel of Christ.  (v. 27, Ph.) 

 

 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life wor-
 thy of the calling you have received.   Eph. 4:1 (NIV) 
 

 [I long to hear] that you are standing firm in one spirit, with 
 one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and 
 not frightened in anything by your opponents...For it  has 
 been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not 
 only believe in Him but also suffer for His sake. (v. 27-29, ESV) 


