
 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you since I 
 have you in my heart…   (vv. 7, NIV) 
 

 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of 
 Christ Jesus.        (vv. 8, NIV) 
 

 God has poured out His love into our hearts by means  of 
 the Holy Spirit, who is God's gift to us.   Rom. 5:5 (TEV) 
 

        3 Lesson #4: The secret of enjoying the people in my   
 

      life is to be FILLED WITH GOD’S LOVE 
 

 Love forgets mistakes; nagging about them parts the best 
 of friends.      Prov. 17:9 (LB) 
 

 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone 
 who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you 
 must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 
 which binds us all together in perfect harmony.  
           Col. 3:13-14 (NLT) 
 

  #1 Way to show God’s love: FORGIVE OTHERS 
 Most importantly, love each other deeply, because love will 
 cause many sins to be forgiven.         1 Pet. 4:8 (NCV) 
 

*QUESTION:  
 

 Do you ENJOY PEOPLE or just ENDURE them? 
 

(Bible Versions: NIV-New International Version; NLT-New Living Translation; LB-The Living Bible;  
TEV–Today’s English Version; ; NCV-New Century Version;) 

 

(Authors of source material for Today’s Message: William Barclay, James Boice, F. F. Bruce, D. A. Carson, Francis Chan, Maxie Dunnam, Gordon Fee, 
G. Walter Hansen, Tom Holliday, Homer Kent, Jr., D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, John MacArthur, Ralph Martin, Richard Melick, Jr.,  

F. B. Meyer, J. A. Motyer, Richard Peace, Charles Swindoll, Rick Warren, Warren Wiersbe) 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and showed He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

   If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray thisprayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11 
 

     * Philippians is a... 
 

  PERSONAL letter 
 

  PRACTICAL letter 
 

  POSITIVE letter 

 
4 KEYS TO ENJOYING YOUR RELATIONSHIPS 

 

1. Be GRATEFUL for the GOOD IN others 
 I thank my God every time I remember you...  (vv. 3, NIV) 
 

      Background: Acts 16:12-40 
 Before we came to you, we suffered in Philippi. People there 
 insulted us, as you know, and many people were against 
 us.      1 Thess. 2:2a (NCV) 
 

  FACT: Pleasant memories ARE A CHOICE 
 

        3 Lesson #1: Remember the BEST, forget the REST 
 

What should I appreciate in others? (3 things) 
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        Their LOYALTY 
 ...you have helped me....from the very first day until now.
       (vv. 5, TEV) 
 

       Their DIFFERENTNESS 
 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same 
 Spirit gives them. There are different ways of serving, but 
 the same Lord is served. There are different abilities to 
 perform service, but the same God gives ability to all for 
 their particular service.    1 Cor. 12:4-6 (TEV) 
 

       Their EFFORTS 
 As you know, you Philippians were the only ones who gave 
 me financial help when I first brought you the Good News 
 and then traveled on from Macedonia. No other church did 
 this. Even when I was in Thessalonica you sent help more 
 than once.      (4:15-16, NLT) 
 

 For we remember before our God and Father how you put 
 your FAITH into practice, how your LOVE made you work so 
 hard, and how your HOPE in our Lord Jesus Christ is firm.
       1 Thess. 1:2-3 (TEV) 
 

2. Practice POSITIVE PRAYING 
 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy. (vv. 4, NIV) 
 

        3 Lesson #2: The quickest way to change a relationship from 

 

       bad to good is to start THANKING GOD IN 

 

       PRAYER for the other person. 
 

  FACT: The best praying is SPECIFIC PRAYING 
 

 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 
 more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be 
 able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless 
 until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness 
 that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of 
 God.        (vvs. 9-11, NIV) 

What to Pray for others: Pray that they will… 
 

   Grow IN LOVE  (vv. 9) 
 

   Make WISE CHOICES (vv. 10a) 
 

   Do the RIGHT THING (vv. 10b) 
 

   Live for GOD’S GLORY (vv. 11) 

 

3. BE PATIENT with people’s PROGRESS 
 Being confident of this, that He who began a good work in 
 you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
 Jesus.        (vv. 6, NIV) 
 

        3 Lesson #3: God isn’t FINISHED WITH US 

 I don't mean to say that I have already achieved these 
 things or that I have already reached perfection! But I keep 
 working toward that day when I will finally be all that 
 Christ Jesus saved me for and wants me to be.  (3:12, NLT) 
 

  FACT: We are GOING TO MAKE IT What God starts ... 
 Now we are children of God, and what we will be has not 
 yet been made known. But we know that when Christ ap-
 pears, we shall be like Him...   1 John 3:2 (NIV) 
 

  KEY: Focus on HOW FAR they’ve COME________ rather 

 

       than HOW FAR they STILL HAVE to go  

 God’s grace has made me what I am, and His grace to me 
 was not wasted.    1 Cor. 15:10 (NCV) 
 

4. LOVE PEOPLE from the HEART 

Lord, I pray that ______’s love will overflow more and more, and 
that he/she will keep on growing in knowledge and understanding, 
to grasp what really matters, so that he/she may live a pure and 
blameless life until the day Your Son returns. May his/her life be 
filled with the righteous character which only You can produce, 
that You may receive all glory and praise.   (Adapted from vs. 9-11) 


