
     KEY: God has THE RIGHT to do WHATEVER HE 
 

     PLEASES with His creation, including PEOPLE 
 The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it. The world and 
 all its people belong to Him.        Psa. 24:1 (NLT) 
 

     KEY: God doesn’t have to EXPLAIN HIMSELF or  

 

      JUSTIFY HIS ACTIONS to anyone. 
 This is what the Lord, the Creator and Holy One of Israel, says: 
 ‘Do you question what I do? Do you give Me orders about the 
 work of My hands? I am the One who made the earth and 
 created people to live on it. With My hands I stretched out the 
 heavens. All the...stars are at My command.’ Isa. 45:11-12 (NLT) 
 

 ⚫ POINT: God plays BY A DIFFERENT set of  
 

          RULES  (cf. Job 38-39) 
 

       3 FACT: No ONE CAN THWART God’s plans!  
 I know that You can do all things; no plan of Yours can be 
 thwarted.            Job 42:2 
 

II. God is good and omnipotent, but He ALWAYS ACTS  
 

      from the standpoint of ETERNITY, not of TIME 
 The high and lofty One who inhabits eternity...Your throne 
 was established long ago; You are from all eternity...  
     Psa. 93:2 (NIV) & Isa. 57:15 (NLT) 
 

       3 FACT: God’s WAYS are INCOMPREHENSIBLE 

 [God:] My thoughts are not like your thoughts. Your ways are 
 not like My ways. Just as the heavens are higher than the 
 earth so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts 
 higher than your thoughts.     Isa. 55:8-9 (NCV) 
 

       3 FACT: God RESTRAINS or ALLOWS tragedies &  

 

      disasters for reasons KNOWN ONLY TO Himself 
 

      to achieve His OWN ETERNAL PURPOSES 
 In Him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predes-
 tined according to the purpose of Him who works all things 
 according to the counsel of His will...   Eph. 1:11 

 The LORD works out everything to its proper end— even 
 the wicked for a day of disaster.    Prov. 16:4 
 

        KEY: ALL God DOES is GOOD, even if I can’t SEE  
 

     the GOOD IN  what He’s doing. (cf. Rom. 8:28) 

 ...His works are perfect, and all His ways are just. A faithful 
 God who does no wrong, upright and just is He. Deut. 32:4 
 

 About that time King Herod...began to persecute some be-
 lievers in the church.  He had the apostle James (John’s 
 brother) killed with a sword. When Herod saw how much 
 this pleased the Jews, he also arrested Peter. Acts 12:1-3 (NLT) 
 

       3 FACT: God uses the UNPREDICTABILITY of life to    
 

     teach us not to PRESUME UPON His GRACE 
 What about the eighteen men who died when the Tower of 
 Siloam fell on them? Were they the worst sinners in Jerusa-
 lem? No, and I tell you again that unless you repent, you will 
 perish, too.”      Luke 13:4-5 (NLT) 
 

III. This present creation is FALLEN, sin-filled and CURSED  
 Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But 
 take heart….I have overcome the world. John 16:33 (NLT) 
 

 ⚫ POINT: Don’t expect a TROUBLE-FREE LIFE 
 Don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as 
 if something strange were happening to you. 1 Pet. 4:12 (NLT) 
 

IV. God is under NO OBLIGATION to BLESS a  
 

       SINFUL RACE 
 [God:] ‘I will have mercy on anyone I wish; I will take pity on 
 anyone I wish’...Everything then depends on God’s mercy 
 and not on what people want or do. Rom. 9:15-16 (TEV/CEV) 
 

       3 FACT: All people are GUILTY SINNERS, living on   

 

      BORROWED time, who need to REPENT now!  
 Now is the day of salvation...Repent, then, and turn to God, 
 so that your sins may be wiped out.  2 Cor. 6:2/Acts 3:19 

 



V. Everything that HAPPENS is by God’s PERMISSION 
 People can make all kinds of plans, but only the LORD’S plan 
 will happen.      Prov. 19:21 (NCV) 
 

 ⚫ POINT: Nothing happens unless God first DECREES  

 

       it to happen or PERMITS it to happen. 
 Who can speak and have it happen if the Lord has not de-
 creed it?       Lam. 3:37 
 

 The LORD frustrates the plans of the nations and thwarts all 
 their schemes. But the LORD’s plans stand firm forever; His 
 intentions can never be shaken.   Psa. 33:10-11 (NLT) 
 

      3 FACT: God is to BE TRUSTED even when I DON’T 
       UNDERSTAND 
 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
 understanding. In all your ways, submit to Him... Prov. 3:5-6a 
 

VI. In HEAVEN, God will make ALL THINGS RIGHT 
 God Himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe 
 every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
 mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 
 passed away.            Rev. 21:3-4 
 

* CONCLUSION: Put YOUR LIFE in God’s HANDS 
 Give yourself to the LORD; trust in Him and He will help 
 you.            Psa. 37:5 (TEV) 
 

(Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973,  
1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All Rights Reserved.) 

 

(Authors of source material for Today’s Message: Don Baker, Jerry Bridges, James Dobson,  C.S. Lewis, Erwin Lutzer, J.I. Packer, R.C. Sproul) 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and proved He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

  ⚫ If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray this prayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

MYTH: Tragedies show that God is either IMPOTENT or  
 EVIL 

 

6 TRUTHS TO REMEMBER WHEN FACING TRAGEDY 
 

I. God is SOVEREIGN OVER all creation 
 ‘I am the LORD; there is no other god... I do this [raise up 
 King Cyrus to conquer Judah] so that everyone from one 
 end of the world to the other may know that I am the 
 LORD and that there is no other god. I create both light and 
 darkness; I bring both blessing and disaster. I, the LORD, 
 do all these things.’     Isa. 45:5-7 (TEV) 
 

 ⚫ POINT: God is IN COMPLETE CONTROL  
       over all things  (cf. Jer. 18:1-10; Eccl. 7:14; Lam. 3:38) 

 He does as He pleases with the powers of heaven and the 
 people of the earth. No one can hold back His hand or say 
 to Him: ‘What have you done?’       Dan. 4:35b 
 

 I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none 
 like Me...I say: My purpose will stand and I will do all that I 
 please. From the east I summon a bird of prey...a man [King 
 Cyrus] to fulfill My purpose. What I have said, that will I 
 bring about; what I have planned, that will I do. Isa. 46:9-11 
 

      3 FACT: God’s control is NOT ALWAYS APPARENT 


