
 ...the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he 
 was thrown down to the earth, and his angels...with him.  
            Rev. 12:8-9 (ESV) 
 

     2. Satan is a VERY POWERFUL, totally malevolent,  

 

 non-physical being who COMMANDS a vast array of  

 

 DEMONIC FORCES (cf. Acts 19:13-17) 

 Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion look-
 ing for someone to devour.   1 Peter 5:8 
 

 We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 
 rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 
 over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
 evil in the heavenly places.    Eph. 6:12 (ESV) 
 

     3. His names reveal his nature and work: 
 

 ⚫ Satan = ADVERSARY, opposer (2 Cor. 2:11; 1 Pet. 5:8) 
 

 ⚫ The devil = malignant ACCUSER, slanderer (Matt. 4:1) 
 

 ⚫ The TEMPTER & the SERPENT  
(Matt. 4:3; 1 Thess. 3:5; Gen. 3:1; 2 Cor. 11:3) 

 

 ⚫ The DECEIVER and the FATHER of LIES 

 He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in 
 him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is 
 a liar and the father of lies.  John 8:44b (NLT) 
 

 ⚫ RULER OF this world (John 14:30; 2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2) 
 

 ⚫ Beelzebub = lord of the flies = CORRUPTER (Mk. 3:22) 

 

II. The truth about his MOTIVES and PURPOSE 
 

     1. To PREVENT people FROM COMING INTO 
       a personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
 

 ⚫ By BLINDING their MINDS to the GOSPEL 
 ...If our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 
 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so 
 that they cannot see the light of the gospel...     2 Cor. 4:3-4  

 The devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, 
 so that they may not believe and be saved.   Luke 8:12b 
 

 ⚫ By disseminating FALSE DOCTRINE  

(cf. 1 Tim. 4:1; 1 John 4:1-6) 

 

 ⚫ By promoting PROUD ARGUMENTS 
 We use God’s mighty weapons, not worldly weapons, to knock 
 down the strongholds of human reasoning and to destroy 
 false arguments. We destroy every proud obstacle that 
 keeps people from knowing God.        2 Cor. 10:4-5 (NLT) 
 

 ⚫ By ‘ENSLAVING’ them in sin, ADDICTIONS,  
 

       and OCCULT practices 
 

     2. To NEUTRALIZE the WITNESS of believers 
 

 ⚫ By deceiving them to keep GIVING IN TO SIN 
 

 ⚫ By creating DISCORD & DIVISION 

 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
 bond of peace.      Eph. 4:3 
 

 ⚫ By weakening them thru HERESY & APOSTASY 
 There were also false prophets in Israel, just as there will be 
 false teachers among you. They will cleverly teach destruct-
 tive heresies and even deny the Master who bought them… 
 And because of these teachers, the way of truth will be slan-
 dered.      2 Pet. 2:1-2 (NLT) 
 

III. The truth about his METHODS and SCHEMES 
 ...so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies 
 and tricks of the Devil.    Eph. 6:11 (NLT) 
 

 ...so that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we 
 are not ignorant of his schemes.   2 Cor. 2:11 (NASB) 
 

 ⚫ DECEIT   ⚫ Manipulating EMOTIONS 
 

 ⚫ Fostering DOUBT  ⚫ COMPLACENCY 
 

 ⚫ OCCULT practices   ⚫ PREVERTING Scripture 



 ⚫ ACCUSATION  ⚫ RATIONALIZATION  

 

 ⚫ CONTESTS faith  ⚫ DISCOURAGEMENT 

 

 ⚫ WORLDLINESS  ⚫ UNFORGIVENESS 

         

IV. The truth about his LIMITATIONS & DEFEAT 
 

     1. The devil is NOT OMNIPOTENT, omniscient, or  
 

 OMNIPRESENT 
 

     2. He can do NOTHING apart from God’s EXPRESS 
 

      PERMISSION  (cf. Job 1:12; Luke 22:31) 
 

     3. Christ has CONQUERED the devil and GIVEN US 
 

 HIS VICTORY (cf. Luke 10:19; Col. 2:15; 1 John 3:8) 

 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he 
 will flee from you.    James 4:7 
 

 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your 
 stand against the devil’s schemes. Eph. 6:11 
 

     4. His ultimate DESTRUCTION has already been  
 

          UNALTERABLY DECREED (cf. Heb. 2:14; Rev. 20:10) 
 

* CONCLUSION: If you don’t BELONG TO JESUS,  

 

      then you BELONG to the DEVIL 
 

(Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973,  
1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All Rights Reserved.) 

 

(Quotes and source material for Today’s Message: Neil Anderson, Lewis Sperry Chafer, Edmond Gruss, Herbert Lockyer, Josh  
MacDowell, J. I. Packer, J. Dwight Pentecost, McCandlish Phillips, J. Oswald Sanders, Jack Taylor, John White, Jerry White) 

HOW TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
Admit...that I am a sinner and need God’s forgiveness Rom. 3:23 

Repent...Turn away from my sins and turn to God. Rom. 3:22; Acts 3:19 
Believe...that Jesus died on the cross for me and proved He was God  by

 coming back to life again.  1 Cor. 15:2-4, Rom. 10:9, Col. 2:14 
Receive...Jesus into my life as my new Boss. John 1:12; Rom. 12:2 
 

  ⚫ If you’re willing to take these steps, sincerely pray this prayer in your heart:   
"Dear God, I know You love me. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die for my sins and 
that He rose from the dead. I’m sorry I’ve lived for myself and I ask for Your forgiveness for 
all my sins. I want You to be the Boss of my life and live the way You want me to. Amen.” 

MYTH: There is no such thing as a real, personal devil 
 

TRUTH: The devil is an ACTUAL, CREATED being with 
 

 IMMENSE POWER to do evil 
 

MORE TRUTHS ABOUT THE ENEMY 
 

I. The truth about his ORIGIN and NATURE 
 

     1. Lucifer is a created being; a high-ranking ANGEL who  
 

 was cast out of heaven for REBELLION & PRIDE  

 How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morn-
 ing! How you are cut down to the ground—mighty though 
 you were against the nations of the world. For you said to 
 yourself, ‘I will ascend to heaven and rule the angels. I will 
 take the highest throne. I will preside on the Mount of As-
 sembly far away in the north. I will climb to the highest heav-
 ens and be like the Most High.’ But instead, you will be 
 brought down to the pit of hell...      Isa. 14:12-15 (LB) 
 

 

 I ordained and anointed you as the mighty angelic guardian. 
 You had access to the holy mountain of God...You were 
 blameless in all you did from the day you were created until 
 the day evil was found in you.           Ezek. 28:14-15 (NLT) 

 

 I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.   Luke 10:18a 


