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2nd Pastor’s Conference 
 @ LBA 11am 
 
16th Evening Pastors  
 Conference TBA 
 
16th-23rd  OCC Collection  
 @ Poteau FBC 
 
25th-26th Closed for 
 Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7th Pastor’s Conference 
 @ LBA 11am 
 
23rd– Jan 4  Closed for Christmas 
 and New years 

Continued on pg 2 

As this crazy year starts to approach an end, I am starting to look back and evaluate.  2020 
has been a unique year of challenges.  In some ways it has brought us closer  
together and in others it has divided us.  I am saddened to hear of people so consumed 
with Covid and politics that they are missing things going on in our own back yard.  We 
all, including myself, need to step back and evaluate our motivations.  Are our actions mo-
tivated by fear, or by faith? And is there anything those motivations have caused us to do 
that may not be in the will of the Lord? 
 
Most of you will get this before the election.  Every single election is important and should 
be prayed over extensively, but this year seems to be more pivotal than most.  I am not 
here to support one candidate over another or get into any kind of debate over it.  I am 
here to say that we should have already been and we need to keep praying for God’s will 
to be done.  It truly doesn’t matter who we feel is the right leader it just matters that the 
Lord wins the battle and His leader gets elected.  But how can we know who God wants us 
to vote for, or how we are to live if we are focusing on the world around us.  The enemy 
has had a field day fostering fear, distrust and division.  We have got to take back our lives 
and give it to the Lord again. I do see people trying to foster faith, trust, and  
unity, but it seems to be an uphill battle.  We have forgotten that the Lord had not given us 
a spirit of fear and that we are more than conquerors in Him. For years I was told, or have 
even said myself, that the Lord will never give us more than we can handle.  I am learning 
that that statement is false and if I have said it to you I apologize.  I do not know about 
you, but I am fragile and not able to handle much, except with the Lord.  The Lord gives 
me the strength and the power to handle everything that gets thrown in my path.  We all 
struggle with something in this life.  Sometimes it is something we have gotten ourselves 
into, but sometimes is it just the path we have been chosen to walk.  But you know 
what???? The Lord is in it no matter what.  The Lord walks with us daily right by our side 
and catches us even if we start to stumble.  I picture a father with his child  
learning to walk.  He hovers close enough that as soon as the baby starts to stumble he is 
there.  God will never Leave us or Forsake us, but sometimes we have a tendency to try to 
make Him sit back while we do “our thing”  we are like the toddler that says “I do it  
myself”  Lets come back to Jesus and apologize, curl up in God’s “lap” and just sit a while.  I 
don’t think you have to literally sit around, but I do feel like we need to spend time just 
talking to the Lord.  I love the fact that we do not have to be in a church, or even speak out 
loud, to talk to Him.  Life is so much better if we focus on Him and not the world.  I have an 
app on my phone that gives me a daily verse.  Today’s verse is “But seek first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  Matthew 6:33  
 
God knew I needed that reminder today.  No matter what God’s will is for your life we do 
all have a purpose.  We were created to worship Him.  If we take the time each day to talk 
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Thank you to the churches that 
help keep our doors open. We 

truly appreciate all you do for us. 
We are seeing clients  

Mon-Wed 12-4.  If you are  
interested in volunteering please 

call Angela @  
(918)649-3650 

Big Creek 
 Buffalo Valley 

Forrester 
Friendship 

God’s Country Cowboy Church 
Hodgen 
Hosanna 

Howe Faith 
Shady Point 
Southside 
Springhill 

Talihina 1st 

Wister Bethel 

Donation of Auction Items would be greatly appreciated. 

Shoebox Collection  
Place & Days: 

Poteau First Baptist 
November 16-23rd 

 
It’s that time again, and the phone 
has already started to ring!  We are 
so excited that YOU are excited to 
plan & prepare for Operation  
Christmas Child’s shoebox ministry 
through Samaritans Purse.  
Below are listed the drop off times & 

dates for the Poteau FBC.  They have graciously chosen to 
be the drop-off center for this year. Please remember—We 
can NO LONGER put TOOTHPASTE or CANDY in the 
boxes!  

 *Boxes are available at the office for purchase while  
supplies last. Come get yours today. 

Mon. Nov. 16: 9:00 AM-4:00 PM 

Tues. Nov. 17:  9:00 AM-4:00 PM 

Wed. Nov. 18: 9:00 AM-4:00 PM 

Thu. Nov. 19:   9:00 AM-4:00 PM 

Fri. Nov. 20:     9:00 AM-4:00 PM 

Sat. Nov. 21:     9:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Sun. Nov. 22:      Not taking boxes 

Mon. Nov. 23:     9:00 AM-4:00 PM 

I know we have some new people in our churches and on 
our mailing list, so I wanted to take a minute to 
explain what Operation Christmas Child (OCC) is 
doing.   This ministry is a way to reach people  
throughout our world for Christ.  We may think it is not big 
deal to have soap and a comb, but for some families these 
things are luxuries. Samaritan’s Purse uses OCC to meet 
these needs and as an opportunity to spread the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  Jesus himself said “let the little children come 
onto me”  Lets do our part to show Jesus to as many children 
as possible. 
 
There has been a challenge made to increase the amount of 
boxes donated this year. We usually collect over 1,000, but 
there is always a need for more. If you and your church are 
already doing this. Thank you. If you are not, please pray 
about doing this individually or in your church.  For more 
information call the office. 

Continued from pg 1 

to God and worship God, then we will all be in a much bet-
ter place.  No matter what is going on around us.  Psalm 
46:1-3 says God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble.  Therefore will not we fear, though the earth 
be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the 
midst of the sea; Though the waters thereof roar and be 
troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling 
thereof.   
 If we remember these words and seek Him we will all be 
ok. Honestly, I figure we will never have the “normal” and 
that the Lord is gearing us up for the end, but we can’t be 
bogged down by things we cannot control.  We have to pull 
ourselves up, stand strong, and get busy for the Lord.  The 
best way to move forward in my opinion is to find a  
ministry or person to help.  It will remind us to thank God 
for our blessing and to serve someone around us.  We are 
all in this together and we will be able to reach more  
people and help more if we work together.  We never know 
what someone else is going through and what just a smile 
can do to lift their spirit.  Even with a mask, if we are so 
filled with the Lord it will pour out of us and we will not be 
able to stop it from  
radiating through.  Lets be the Light we were meant to be 
to a world so full of fear and darkness they look at us and 
say “I want that”. 
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“Peace I leave with you… Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.” 
John 14:27 

 
 The Lord Jesus stated that He wanted His followers to experience His peace, but 
His peace was not uninterrupted. He experienced periods of anguish, anger, sadness, and 
grief. He wept at the tomb of Lazarus, became sad while viewing Jerusalem from afar, and 
sweat great drops of blood in the garden of Gethsemane, but in the midst of the most  
agonizing experiences, He still maintained a high level of peace by His communion with 
the Heavenly Father. This is what He offers to us; not a life free of all sorrows and trials, 
but a life full of His joy, and peace, even as we experience trials. 
 

Very few Christians experience this kind of peace in their lives. After 40 years of experience as a Christian counselor I have found 
that most believers are full of anger, grief, sadness, anxiety, and depression, and do not have God’s peace. Studies have found that 
25% of all Americans are taking psychiatric medications, because they lack peace in their lives, and this is true of Christians as 
well as unbelievers. But the apostle Paul stated that when believers walk in the Spirit, they manifest the “fruit of the Spirit,” which 
is first of all, love, joy, and peace (Galatians 5:22). When we do not experience God’s peace in our lives, we turn to secular  
counselors and to medications to help us feel better.  
 

The four main emotions that rob people of peace are grief, anger, shame, and fear, and these feelings lead to almost all of the 
forms of mental disorders in our society. Grief is a normal emotion when we lose someone, or something, very important to us. 
Grief is not simply a lack of faith; even Jesus experienced grief when His friend Lazarus died and “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). You 
may be certain that your loved one is in heaven and that you will see them again, but you miss them so much that it overwhelms 
you. If you don’t know how to release your grief, then you may become depressed and stay depressed for decades. This is not 
God’s will for you. He wants you to give your grief to Him so that you can enjoy His peace and be fruitful for Him. My wife and I 
still miss our daughter who died last year, but the Lord has taken the sadness from us so we are not weighed down with grief or 
depression. 
 

The second major emotion that robs people of peace is anger. I use this as a generic term to include a range of feelings such as 
frustration, irritation, resentment, anger, hostility, rage, and hatred. Anger includes all of these feelings that include a dislike or 
contempt for others, whether it is small or extreme. Anger is caused by lack of forgiveness and the Scriptures are very clear it is 
normal at times, but we are told to not “let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity” (Ephesians 
4:26). Anger gives the devil an opportunity to cause marital problems, alcohol or drug problems, violence, and family disorders. 
Many Christians harbor feelings of anger that rob them of peace and lead to these social problems.  
 

The third emotion that robs people of peace is shame. Shame and guilt are related but are very distinct. Guilt is the emotion we 
feel when we violate God’s standards and feel convicted of our sin. The only way to be free from guilt is through confession of our 
sin to the Lord. 1 John 1;9 says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all  
unrighteousness.” Once we sincerely confess our sin to the Lord He forgives us, but sometimes people still feel guilty because they 
believe they are still shameful, dirty, or bad because of what they did. This emotion is based upon a lie the person believes, and 
only the Lord can set us free from this lie so we can experience freedom from shame. 
 

Finally, the fourth emotion that robs many people of peace is fear. Fear is caused by a lie that something terrible is going to  
happen. Jesus’ disciples experienced fear when they were sailing across the Sea of Galilee and a ferocious storm arose and began 
to fill their boat with water. Peter finally woke up the Lord and said, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” Then Jesus 
stood in the boat and spoke to the storm saying, “Peace be still” (Mark 4:39). Immediately, the storm calmed and became very 
peaceful. When we have fear and anxiety in our lives, we also need to hear the Lord speak truth into our hearts, and it will calm 
our fears just as Jesus calmed the storm. 
 

The world does not know how to give us such peace, but the Lord does. He wants each of us to learn how to cast our cares upon 
Him and to walk in His peace so that we are free of grief, anger, shame and fear. Jesus can do what 
no earthly counselor, psychologist, psychiatrist, or 
medications can do. He can take away our negative 
emotions and give us His peace. In future articles we 
will examine each of these emotions more carefully and 
share how to trade our pain for His peace. It is the re-
sponsibility of our churches to lead the lost to salva-
tion, and then to lead them to be set free from these 
emotions that can overwhelm and defeat them. May 
God give you peace today in dealing with whatever 
struggles you are experiencing.  

Set Free 
Ministry 

Dr. Jim 
Gardner 

(918) 413-5475 

Mexico Mission Trip 
 

If you would like to donate drop by the LBA office 
or call Dexter. (918)413-0833 
 
We are still in need of erasers,  
pencil sharpeners, glue sticks, and Bible  
coloring books for the children.  Also, Cheli asked for children's clothes sizes 3-12 
for the children in General Hidalgo.  They have restarted children's church at this mis-
sion and need supplies for the children. 
 
Due to the border still being closed the mission trip has been moved to March 6-13. 
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Budget Summary 
For September 2020 

 
Requirements $  15,317 
Undesignated  $  16,548 
Over  $    1,231        

Special Thank You to the 
Churches/People that help make the Debt 

Reduction Possible: 
 

Bethel 
Big Creek 

Brotherhood 
Buffalo Valley 

Calhoun 
Falfa 

Friendship Baptist Fellowship 
Heart O’the Hills 

Heavener 1st 
Howe Faith 
Liberty Hill 

Loving 
Monroe 
Octavia 

Poteau 1st 
Prairie Grove 
Shady Point 
Springhill 
Stapp-Zoe 

Talihina 1st 
Whitesboro 
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Pastorless Churches 
 

Howe 1st 
Loving 

Whitesboro 
 

Please pray the Lord brings the 
right man and family for theses  

churches. 

% Sep YTD

Albion 3.0% 1,711.39$       

Arkoma 6.0% 597.78$        7,177.14$       

Big Creek 4.5% 959.06$        12,352.71$     

 Big Creek, Hispanic 
-$             

52.00$            

Bokoshe 6.0% 437.73$        5,036.07$       

Buffalo Valley 4.0% 371.04$        3,991.18$       

Calhoun 4.0% 323.34$        3,882.46$       

Cameron 4.5% 38.08$          399.11$          

Cowlington 5.0% -$             80.00$            

Double Branch 3.0% 353.37$        3,883.76$       

Falfa 7.0% 125.80$        1,260.70$       

Forrester 3.0% 160.50$        2,087.67$       

Friendship 3.0% 269.76$        3,255.09$       

 God's Ctry. Cowboy 
100.00$        

1,200.00$       

Heart O' The Hills 2.0% 2,287.46$     3,234.27$       

Heavener, First 1.5% 960.00$        10,597.83$     

Heavener, Trinity Flat 150.00$        1,800.00$       

Hodgen 3.0% 224.64$        1,443.75$       

Hontubby 3.3% 248.00$        1,675.00$       

Howe, Faith 5.0% 293.80$        2,844.70$       

Howe, First 2.0% -$             239.64$          

Independence 3.0% 90.00$          1,020.66$       

LeFlore 7.0% 219.28$        1,196.19$       

Liberty Hill 6.0% 463.54$        4,775.37$       

Loving 3.0% -$             482.42$          

Monroe 2.5% 221.00$        2,596.00$       

Mt. View 5.0% -$             -$                

Muse 2.0% 95.00$          720.00$          

 Nueva Nacimento En 

Cristo 4.0% -$             
-$                

Octavia 4.0% 966.86$        12,861.26$     

Page Flat 25.00$          150.00$          

Panama, First 3.0% 84.48$          1,183.33$       

Perry Chapel 3.0% -$             462.04$          

Pilgrims Rest 1.0% 25.73$          200.11$          

Pocola, First 3.0% 304.33$        4,110.89$       

Pocola, Trinity 2.0% 173.76$        2,255.21$       

Poteau, First 4.0% 607.29$        9,385.78$       

Poteau, Hispanic -$             -$                

 Poteau, Cross 

Comm.Imm 1.0% 200.00$        
2,400.00$       

Poteau, Southside 4.0% 1,302.22$     14,955.54$     

Poteau, Trinity 5.0% 171.00$        1,843.00$       

Prairie Grove 7.5% 446.00$        5,724.93$       

Shady Point 4.0% 310.00$        3,744.00$       

Spiro, Calvary 3.0% -$             -$                

Spiro, First 3.0% -$             18,427.21$     

Springhill 4.0% 2,997.96$     19,948.63$     

Stapp-Zoe 5.0% 163.04$        2,287.92$       

Summerfield 5.0% 171.00$        2,113.00$       

Talihina 3.0% 748.80$        9,372.83$       

Victory 5.0% -$             -$                

Whitesboro 2.0% 283.00$        3,566.00$       

Wister, Bethel 4.0% 797.94$        10,496.62$     

Wister, First 2.5% 45.83$          739.33$          

Total 18,813.42$   205,222.74$   

 Receipts from September 2020 

 (received as of September 30, 2020) 

BOOK OF REPORTS 
We will be trying something 

new this year.  In order to 
save money the Book of  

Reports from last year has 
been posted on our website.  
If you would like a printed 

copy please feel free to drop 
by and if you would like one 
emailed I can do that as well. 


