
14th Pastor’s Conference @ LBA 
11am 

 
21st  Annual Meeting @ Poteau 

1st   6:30pm 
 
28th  Pastor’s Conference @  
 Liberty Hill 6:30pm 

 
 
 
 

When I met my husband, I had never heard of this area and was pleasantly surprised with the 
beautiful place and the wonderful people.  After moving here I saw just how great it really is 
to live in this area.  Over the last year or so, though I have noticed a change.  Maybe it is the 
new job and coming “off the farm”, but t seems we are becoming a county where we are more 
focused in 2 directions, either inwardly (what can I get from this) or outwardly (what can I do 
in other places), we are not focusing on what we can do for our county and our neighbors.  
When we plan mission opportunities we typically quote The Great Commission: 
 
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.   
Matthew 28:18-20 
 
This is our anthem call for reaching the lost in far reaching places.  Please don’t  
misunderstand, I think foreign missions and missions outside of LeFlore county are vital, but I 
think sometimes we forget the mission field that is LeFlore county.  I believe it is time that we 
focus on our county.  Acts 1:7-9 is the final words Jesus gave to the disciples as He ascends 
into Heaven. 
 
And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father 
hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  And when he had spoken these things, while they be-
held, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.  Acts 1:7-9 
 
I believe this is an expansion or a more detailed instruction of The Great Commission.  He is 
reminding the disciples that they need to start in their town and area, where they grew up and 
lived.  Several times a month someone will come into this office seeking help.  Sometimes it is 
something as simple as a meal and I can direct them to the right location and sometimes it is a 
place to stay or help with rent, which is harder to figure out.  I hear of people who feel like no 
one cares about them, or they feel forgotten.  I know of wonderful churches that tend to forget 
their most devout members because something has happened and they can’t attend services 
anymore.  These are all examples of ways we are failing our community.  How do we expect 
our kids to know how to love, if we don’t show love to our neighbors?  This article steps on 
my toes and I had a hard time writing it simply because I don’t want to be faced with my  
failings.  I am not anywhere near perfect at showing love, but I want to strive for better.  I 
want to strive to be more like Jesus.  He didn’t forget anyone when he walked his earth and He 
doesn’t forget anyone now.  Let’s take this next month to look to see where we can be of  
service.  Do you have a family member that needs help, or a neighbor? Is there someone you 
just need to check on to see how they are doing? 
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September 

Please welcome Chuck Karch 
and his wife Teressa to  

Arkoma 1st Baptist Church.  
We look forward to getting to 
know you and working with 

you. 
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Annual Business Meeting 
Please Mark your calendars and plan to join us  

September 21st @ 6:30pm 
At the Poteau FBC. 

 
We voted in January to have the annual business 
meeting in September to vote on the new budget 

and new leaders.  We will have a whole association worship service  
October 19th at Southside.  Join us to get an update on all your association is 

doing.  Your elected messengers from each church are asked to attend.  

Needs Your Help! 
 
We are looking for new volunteers 
to serve.  The team has a grappler 
and we are in search of someone 
that owns a skid-steer that would 
like to join the team.  If you are  
interested in helping in any way 

please contact  
Jim Smith  @ (918)721-4208 

 
 

Big Creek 
 Buffalo Valley 

Forrester 
Friendship 

God’s Country Cowboy Church 
Hodgen 
Hosanna 

Howe Faith 
Shady Point 
Southside 
Springhill 

Talihina 1st 

Wister Bethel 

Thank you to the churches that help keep our 
doors open. We truly appreciate all you do for 
us. We are seeing clients Mon-Wed 12-4.  If 
you are interested in volunteering please call 

Angela @ (918)649-3650 

We have gotten a few new  
programs at the office to help 

save some money.  I thought this 
would be a good time to update 
the mailing list.  If you know of 

any changes that need to be 
made please give me a call at  

(918)647-8271 ext. 2272, 
or email  

rmarrow@lefloreassociation.org 

Bake Sale & Silent Auction –9:00 am, Style Show -11:00 
am 

Dexter Haskins is planning the next mission trip to  
Mexico.  He is planning to go Nov. 7-14, 2020.  If you are 

interested please email him at dexsuz6@hotmail.com 

or call 918-413-0833.    Cost is $275 per person. 

We are Planting a new Church in Ejido San Jose  
Praise The Lord Jesus! 

Pastor’s Conference Resumes 
September 14, 2020 

LBA Office @ 11:00 am 
We would love to see any current or retired pastor. 

Jim Reed is the organizer and he has some good 
ideas for this coming season. 

mailto:dexsuz6@hotmail.com
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Finding Healing from the Coronavirus 
 

“If I send pestilence among My people, and My people who are called by My name humble 
themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land” 
(2 Chron. 7:13-14).  
 After King Solomon completed the temple of God, God gave him the above warning 
and promise. First, He warned Israel that if they disobeyed Him He would send droughts,  
locusts, and pestilence to them, but He promised His people that He would bless them and  
protect them if they humbled themselves, prayed, and turned from their wicked ways. The  

purpose of pestilence was to lead them to prayer and repentance, and then He stated that He would forgive their sins and HEAL their land 
of the pestilence when they prayed. 

Church Repentance 
 You may wonder what churches today need to repent about. There are two major sins for which churches need to  
repent. First, most churches today neglect corporate prayer. Corporate prayer was one of the foundational ingredients of the New  
Testament church (Acts 2:42) and was a primary reason for their supernatural power (Acts 1:14). Believers in the New Testament church 
were taught, “Devote yourselves to prayer” (Col. 4:2). Some believers are praying regularly for our country and our leaders, in  
accordance with 1 Tim. 2:1-2, but very few of our churches have a corporate prayer meeting today, and this weakens our churches and 
our nation.   
 The second, major area of repentance needed in churches, is for unresolved anger and resentment. Eph. 4:26-27 says, “do not let 
the sun go down on your anger and do not give the devil an opportunity.” Anger gives the devil an “opportunity” to destroy marriages, 
leads to substance abuse problems, and leads to violence in our homes and society. There are many Christians in our churches that harbor 
anger and resentment in their hearts. If we want to see God’s healing in our churches and nation, we must release all our resentments to 
the Lord. The most effective way to do this is for each believer to make a list of all of their resentments toward others, and to then pray 
and ask the Lord to take all their anger and carry it for them. When believers do this, the Lord will set them free from anger, and bring 
healing to our country. 

National Repentance 
 When Nehemiah heard that the walls of Jerusalem had been destroyed, he “sat down and wept and mourned for days”  
(Neh. 1:4). He fasted, prayed, and confessed the sins of Israel. 
 Churches need to follow his example and confess their sins, and the sins of our nation, so that God will heal us from our  
pestilence and from our moral and spiritual maladies. If we want His healing we must confess the millions of abortions we have  
committed, the immorality and homosexuality in our country, the violence, and the large-scale rejection of God by our country. Before 
praying for healing of the coronavirus, we must first repent of the churches’ sins, and these national sins, so that God will hear our cries. 

Prayer and Fasting 
 This is a critical time for our country, unlike any time ever seen before, where the country’s economy was shut down for ten 
weeks due to this pandemic. Throughout the Bible, God-fearing people always turned to prayer and fasting in such urgent times, to plead 
for God’s mercy.  
 In the book of Jonah, the prophet preached to the wicked city of Ninevah that God was going to judge them for their wickedness. 
The king ordered everyone to FAST, call upon God earnestly, and to repent of their violence so that God would spare them of His  
judgment. When God saw their repentance, He did forgive them and spared them from the judgment He had planned to bring upon them. 
Not everyone can fast, but many of us can and should fast, and humbly cry out to God for healing for our country. 

A Prayer Plan 
 Prayer for healing must be preceded by confession of our sins. When we humble ourselves and pray and turn from our sins, then 
the Lord says He will forgive our sins and heal our land.  
 First, each church must pray daily and for healing for church members with the virus, and for protection of those not yet affected 
by the virus. Second, we should pray for our local schools as they begin to open; praying that the Lord will place a wall of protection 
around all of the children, teachers, and staff and protect them from any outbreak of coronavirus cases. Third, we need to pray for the 
Lord to protect our cities and county from more Covid cases. As churches from all denominations unite together in bold, public prayer for  
healing, the world will witness the power of God to deliver us from this pestilence, through prayer. 

Beyond Covid Crisis 
 Our nation is on the verge of collapse and our churches are essential for stopping this collapse. There are 375,000 churches in the 
country that must begin praying and fasting for healing of the coronavirus, and the opening of the churches in all states. We should  
especially pray for the churches in Colorado and California, where churches are still prohibited from gathering. Pray with them that the  
governing authorities will to allow them to meet again for worship. 
 The healing of the coronavirus is just the first stage of our needs, however. Liberals in our country want to destroy churches and 
the moral restraints they preach. We must pray and fast for a complete revival that brings law and order, removes the rampant violence, 
and protects the unborn and our freedoms of speech and worship. If you believed that your fasting and praying were essential to saving 
this country from destruction, would you pray daily and fast weekly? Well, they are so we need to begin uniting in fasting and prayer. 

Churches are Essential 
 Churches were foundational to our freedoms and our government, but now are considered “nonessential,” while bars, casinos, 
and marijuana shops are considered “essential.” The Bible says churches are the “salt and light of the world” but when they fail to be 
lights as intended, they become unessential and the Lord will  remove them (Matt. 5:13, Rev. 2:5). 
 Praying churches are essential; non-praying churches are not. Rather than shutting our churches down and living in fear, our 
churches need to boldly unite in prayer and fasting, and trust God to heal our land city-by-city from the virus and from the oppression of 
ungodly leaders. “Let us devote ourselves to prayer” (Acts 76:4) and make our churches “houses of prayer,” again. 

Set Free 
Ministry 

Dr. Jim 
Gardner 

(918) 413-5475 
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LBA OFFICE HOURS:  

8 am-5 pm, Monday-Thursday 

Budget Summary 
For the Quarter 

(July 2020) 
Requirements ........................... $ 15,317 
Undesignated receipts .............. $ 16,313 
Over .......................................... $      996         

Special Thank You to the 
Churches/People that help make the Debt 

Reduction Possible: 
 

Bethel 
Big Creek 

Brotherhood 
Buffalo Valley 

Calhoun 
Falfa 

Friendship Baptist Fellowship 
Heart O’the Hills 

Heavener 1st 
Howe Faith 
Liberty Hill 

Loving 
Monroe 
Octavia 

Poteau 1st 
Prairie Grove 
Shady Point 
Springhill 
Stapp-Zoe 

Talihina 1st 
Whitesboro 
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Comparing July to July 
since 2017.  

We are almost there. 
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Prayer Requests 

 Several of our churches and 
our own association off ice has 
had flooding from the last 
storm. 

 Our pastors and churches    
seeking the Lord in this time. 

 Our churches that are    
without a pastor at this time. 

 Howe 1st 
 Whitesboro 

 Our country and its leaders 
 Protection for those on the 

frontlines.   
 We are taking resumes for a 

new Director of Missions.  
Pray for those applying and 
those on the search committee 
to know the will of God. 

 With school starting there is 
a lot of anxiety and worry.  
Also the teachers and  

 students will have a  
 transition period unlike any 

other. 

 Annual Meeting Sept. 21st 

 Life is finding a new normal 
 Our debt is well on the way to 

being gone.  We are down to 
$58,057 

 New life all around us. 
 New Pastors moving into the 

area. 

New Director of Missions 
 

We are prayerfully seeking a new Director 
of Missions.  If you are interested please 

send your 
resume to  

106 Flanagan St 
Ste A 

Poteau, OK 74953 
Or email: 

 rmarrow@lefloreassociation.org 
Attn: Search Committee 

We will be accepting resumes  
until Sept 30, 2020 
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% Jul YTD

Albion 3.0% 193.48$      1,582.39$     

Arkoma 6.0% 593.83$     6,119.18$       

Big Creek 4.5% 663.26$     10,432.38$   

 Big Creek, Hispanic 
32.00$       

52.00$          

Bokoshe 6.0% 420.94$     4,244.70$     

Buffalo Valley 4.0% 348.60$     3,291.90$     

Calhoun 4.0% 227.68$     3,277.40$     

Cameron 4.5% -$           209.15$        

Cowlington 5.0% -$           40.00$          

Double Branch 3.0% 371.61$      3,276.14$     

Falfa 7.0% 157.92$      1,051.74$      

Forrester 3.0% 186.87$      1,720.89$     

Friendship 3.0% 256.86$     3,074.62$     

 God's Ctry. Cowboy 
100.00$      

1,000.00$     

Heart O' The Hills 2.0% -$           946.81$        

Heavener, First 1.5% 999.00$     8,879.83$     

Heavener, Trinity Flat 150.00$      1,500.00$     

Hodgen 3.0% 60.32$       1,037.26$     

Hontubby 3.3% 232.00$     1,427.00$     

Howe, Faith 5.0% 246.00$     2,346.75$     

Howe, First 2.0% -$           239.64$        

Independence 3.0% 60.00$       840.66$        

LeFlore 7.0% 233.96$     904.50$        

Liberty Hill 6.0% 360.43$     3,933.61$     

Loving 3.0% -$           482.42$        

Monroe 2.5% 215.00$      2,218.00$     

Mt. View 5.0% -$           -$             

Muse 2.0% 41.00$        597.00$        

 Nueva Nacimento 

En Cristo 4.0% -$           
-$             

Octavia 4.0% 811.50$      11,894.40$    

Page Flat -$           100.00$        

Panama, First 3.0% 82.83$       1,029.40$     

Perry Chapel 3.0% -$           462.04$        

Pilgrims Rest 1.0% 19.98$        156.86$        

Pocola, First 3.0% 304.33$     3,502.23$     

Pocola, Trinity 2.0% 178.63$      1,920.51$      

Poteau, First 4.0% 1,083.40$   8,232.99$     

Poteau, Hispanic -$           -$             

 Poteau, Cross 

Comm.Imm 1.0% 200.00$     
2,000.00$     

Poteau, Southside 4.0% 1,102.15$    12,458.47$   

Poteau, Trinity 5.0% 163.00$      1,519.00$      

Prairie Grove 7.5% 490.18$      4,971.00$     

Shady Point 4.0% 242.00$     3,141.00$      

Spiro, Calvary 3.0% -$           -$             

Spiro, First 3.0% 4,553.17$   18,427.21$    

Springhill 4.0% 1,031.66$   16,044.81$    

Stapp-Zoe 5.0% 107.75$      1,991.35$      

Summerfield 5.0% 155.00$      1,784.00$     

Talihina 3.0% 922.04$     7,947.67$     

Victory 5.0% -$           -$             

W hitesboro 2.0% 215.00$      3,044.00$     

W ister, Bethel 4.0% -$           7,950.22$     

W ister, First 2.5% 108.56$      644.80$        

Total 17,921.94$ 173,947.93$ 

 Receipts from July 2020 

 (received as of June 31, 2020) 


