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Leflore Baptist association 

More then a Meeting 
by: Bentley Hill 

 
 Meetings…just the sound of the word can cause anxiety and grief.   
Immediately we begin to think of a whole lot of talking and rear-numbing sitting 
without much being accomplished.  Let’s face it; no one has time to waste, so we 
will do most anything to get out of a meeting.  There are numerous websites that 
will coach you on how to give a believable excuse.  There are the classic excuses, 
such as “We have a family get-together planned that day” when you know good 
and well the family will consist of you and your wife watching reruns of Andy 
Griffith. Then there are the creative excuses, like “That’s the only time I have 
available to shampoo my dog and trim his nails.”  And, of course, there are those 
spiritual excuses, for instance, “I would love to come, but I’m doing the Daniel 
fast, and I’m not sure I will have enough energy.” If we haven’t used these, we’ve 
probably thought them! 
 You may be thinking, “Why all the talk about meetings?”  Well, I’m glad 
you asked. It is time for the LeFlore Baptist Association annual meeting, and  
before we start thinking up excuses why we can’t come, let me share a few good 
reasons why you might want to come.   
 

• Ministry reports: Come hear about the exciting things that have been  
happening through our LBA ministries, such as BCM, Choices    
Pregnancy Center, Disaster Relief, Set Free Ministries and others.   
Learn about upcoming ministry opportunities, like mission trips and              
conferences. 

• Business matters:  Help make decisions concerning the best use of  
resources that God has entrusted to LBA and celebrate the note-burning of 
the LBA building. 

• Worship:  Participate in a great worship service with local musicians and a 
message brought by former DOM, Brother Dale Rogers. 

• Fellowship:  Visit with old friends and perhaps make a few new ones. 
 

More than anything, we want this year’s annual meeting to be a celebration of 
what God has done and continues to do through the churches of LBA.  I think all 
of us could proclaim with David that “the LORD has done great things for us and 
we are glad” (Psalm 126:3).  Let’s celebrate these great things together from  
2:00-5:00 on Sunday, September 26, at First Baptist Church Heavener.  Don’t let 
the word “meeting” scare you off. This will be more than a meeting; it’s a  
celebration you won’t want to miss! 

 

September 

Annual Meeting 
 

September 26, 2021 
Heavener First Baptist 

2 pm 
 

We will begin with Ministry Reports 
and vote on a little business.  After a 

short break we will have worship  
service and a Note Burning Ceremony 

to celebrate paying off the building.  
Come join us!!! 
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 Greetings from Choices! Or 
should I say, “Happy Fall Y’All” 
That’s sort of hard to say when the 
temperature outside is till 100*.  If 
you’ve ever taught school, you know 
how teachers view seasons.  August 
is fall because school starts.   
December is winter because school 
is out for Christmas. March is spring 
due to spring break and whenever 
school is out in the May/June, well 
that’s summer!  
 Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells us 
“For everything there is a season, a 
time for every activity under the 
sun.” For Women and even men 

who have experienced abortion, there is or will be a time to 
mourn.  Sooner or later the truth will be revealed in the heart and 
mind.  At Choices we offer hope for those suffering the lingering 
effects that abortion causes.  Just as there is a time to mourn, 
there is also a time to heal. 1 John 1:9 “if we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”  Not only from abortion but for every sin we 
could ever commit.  Thank you Jesus for your shed blood! If you 
or someone you know is suffering from the lingering emotional 
effects of abortion, please refer them to us.  If you or someone 
you know are suffering from not knowing Jesus as your personal 
savior please call or come by, we’d be glad to share Christ with 
you.  Is it your season?  Is it time to be free of the burdens of 
guilt and shame?  No better time than the present season of your 
life. 
 

In His Service 
Angela 

 

It is always interesting to think back on your life and try to put it 
into words of who you are and what you have done throughout 
your life. I hope that the main thing people would know about 
me is that I love the Lord and shared Jesus with as many people 
as I could over my life. Being originally from Oklahoma City, I 
love this state and have many fond memories of my days in 
OKC going to Putnam City High School and then Oklahoma 
State University to get my degree in business management since 
my father was a business owner in the downtown area of the city 
and I thought I may need it to possibly take over the business 
(which did not happen). I grew up as a Southern Baptist in my 
early years at Baptist Temple and then we moved over to Quail 
Springs Baptist which used to be Nichols Hills Baptist on the 
north side of the city.  
After meeting my wife Karen at Quail Springs we enjoyed life 
with our four children who are now all grown and scattered in 
Conway and Searcy, Arkansas as well as Austin, Texas.  I was 
not called to fulltime ministry as a Pastor until I was 34 years 
old and then I went to Southwestern Baptist Theological  
Seminary for a few years and have been serving churches in 
Texas, Florida, Tennessee, and Arkansas as mainly an Associate 
Pastor in Discipleship and Missions/Ministry and then as a  
Senior Pastor in Tennessee and here at FBC Poteau. I love  
families, sports, and growing people up in the Lord by teaching/
preaching, prayer, ministry, and missions. I learned about how 
powerful going on mission was through the years by going on 
14 overseas trips and sharing the gospel to five different  
language groups through my 22 years of ministry as a fulltime 
Pastor. I felt the Lord moving me to learn more about leadership 
and family discipleship about 12 years ago so I went back to 
school and received my doctorate in both of those areas which 
has been very helpful through the years to utilize for the  
churches I have served as three of those churches had a large 
number of families to help grow in Christ. 
The Lord has allowed me to minister here in Poteau with some 
folks who love the Lord and are very faithful to do what He is 
asking them to do and very supportive of me and the association. 
I feel very privileged to belong to such a great group of pastors 
and leaders in the churches here and see how God is using them 
to touch our community for Christ. I hope that I can meet each 
one of you over the next year to get to know you better as I love 
to join efforts with other churches in the association to reach 
people for Jesus. This is a wonderful place to live and the people 
here are so loving and an encouragement to me and my wife as 
we minister together as the body of Christ! 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Troy George  

In His Image Weekend of Freedon 

 

Delighting in God’s Plan for  

Gender and Sexuality 
 

 
Movie Viewing 

Friday, Oct. 15, 2021 
Southside Baptist Church 

6-8 pm 
 

Conference  
Saturday, Oct. 16, 2021 

Reynolds Center 
Begin at 9 am 

 
This conference is available to equip the believers to  

biblically answer the questions about gender and  
sexuality in a loving way.  The conference and movie  

are both free to attend.  
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New Creatures in Christ 
By: Jim Gardner 

The Promise of God 
I was very fortunate to grow up with Christian parents and a father who loved 
the Lord and taught me to read the Bible and memorize it. I was saved at age 8 
and went to the same church every Sunday and Wednesday for 19 years. After I 
was saved, I began to realize that there were people in my church who had  
marital problems, immoral behavior, depression, anger, and anxiety. This  
puzzled me because my Father changed dramatically when he got saved and he 
taught me that, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things 
passed away; behold, new things have come” (2 Cor. 5:7, NASV). I wondered 
why it was that so many Christians had emotional problems, and the Lord put a 
desire in my heart to learn how to help other Christians who struggle with 

  emotional or behavioral issues. 
 
Learning How to Help Believers 
After high school I attend a university for one year and then attended a Bible college before enrolling into a secular  
psychology program. I studied psychology for six years and did my best to integrate what I learned with what I knew of 
the Scriptures, as I became a Christian counselor. After several years of practice, I felt that I needed more training  
because I was still unable to help many people who sincerely wanted to change. I attended three more years of graduate 
school and received two more degrees in my efforts to learn how to help people. But, after 25 years of practice as a 
Christian counselor, I still felt that I was ineffective and that there must be a better, more effective way to help  
Christians who struggle with their emotions. 
 
The Revolutionary Change 
In 2001 I attended a seminar that was taught by a pastoral counselor. I was amazed at the stories he shared of people he 
was seeing who were being set free from all kinds of issues such as anger, grief, depression, anxiety, and addictions. 
What fascinated me most was that he was just praying with people, using some simple prayer principle that he found to 
be very effective in helping Christians with all kinds of emotional struggles. I got excited about what I learned and  
began to use it, and I was amazed at how the Lord began setting people free from emotional bondage as I learned how 
to pray with them about their emotions. As time went on, I saw more and more people being set free and it  
revolutionized my practice and my personal life. In 2008 I began to teach seminars to share what I had learned, and I 
worked hard to simplify the principles so that anyone could learn them. I teach these seminars for free because I want to 
help churches help their members find peace and freedom in their lives, so that the Lord will be glorified. 

Set Free Ministry 
Dr. Jim Gardner, Ph.D., LPC 

(918) 413-5475 

Overcome grief, anger, depression, and marital prob-
lems. 

Affordable, Biblical Counseling 
Special Rates for LBA Church Members 

Set Free Prayer Ministry Seminars in 2021 
The following Seminars will be offered in September at the 
LBA from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. If you are interested, 
please call or text me to register:  

Jim Gardner at 918-413-5475. 
 
September 11th:   The Basic Seminar: How to Overcome 
Grief, Anger, and Shame 
September 18th:   The Intermediate Seminar: How to 
Overcome Depression and Addictions 
September 25th:   The Advanced Seminar: How to  
Overcome Marital Problems and Traumas 

Would like to invite you to their  

Ladies Retreat 
September 18 

Check-in 8:00 am 
Closing 2:00 pm 

 
Different local speakers will be presenting in breakout  

sessions.  There will also be a mission project. Breakfast, 
lunch and child care will be provided. 

 
Cost: $10 per person 

 
Deadline to sign up: September 3rd, 2021 

 
Please call Pam or Karen with you name, church name and 

if you are bringing children to register. 
 

Pam Tuck (918)982-6066     
Karen Sullivan (918)635-0758 

Tax Seminar Season is upon us! 
 

If you would like to attend  
please go to oklahomabaptists.org/taxseminars.  The 
closest for the Basic Seminar is Hugo on September 

23rd, or Owasso on September 28th. 



Page 4 

Printed monthly by and  for  the   

LEFLORE  BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION   
OF CHURCHES 

 

106 Flanagan St., Ste. A,   
Poteau,  OK  74953 
Phone:  (918) 647-8271     
Fax:  (918) 647-8273 
www.lefloreassociation.org 

 
Bentley Hill, Director of Missions 

bhill@lefloreassociation.org 

 
Rachael Marrow, Admin. Asst. 

rmarrow@lefloreassociation.org 

 

LBA OFFICE HOURS:  
8 am-5 pm, Monday-Thursday 

Budget Summary 
For June 2021 

 
Requirements $  14,465 
Undesignated  $  14,562 
Over $         97 

Pastorless Churches 
 

Big Creek 
Howe Faith 
Pilgrim Rest 
Whitesboro 

 
Please pray the Lord brings the 
right man and family for these  

churches. 

Poteau Trinity Cabin for Sale 
 

Trinity Baptist Church in Poteau has decided to sell their  cabin 
located at  Kiamichi Baptist Assembly.  For information on this 
or to schedule a time to see the cabin, please contact: 

Pastor LeRoy Billy  (918) 649-7540 

 Poteau FBC is looking to start a  
contemporary worship service and would like 
to call a part time worship leader, that can also 
serve as a youth and college  
minister.  If interested please email  
pastortroy@fbcpoteau.com 

 
 Hodgen Baptist is looking for a youth leader.  

Please email John McAlester at 
jmcalester@heavenerschools.org 

 
 Arkoma FBC is in need of a music leader and 

piano player.  Please contact Chuck Karch @ 
(918)448-0336 or email karch78@yahoo.com 

Interested in Serving?  
These churches could use some help. 

Springhill Baptist Church Outreach 

Free Oil Change 
 

Every 3rd Saturday of each month 
We need no less than 2 days notice before the 3rd Saturday  

to obtain the correct oil/filter 
Contact Don Alexander @ 479-652-2086 for more  

information and directions.  


