
 
 
 
 

A Biblical Response 
 

A rainbow flag is saluted in a public school classroom.  A three-year-old is 
diagnosed as the world’s youngest transgender.  A gay couple requests the 
use of a local church auditorium for their upcoming wedding.  These are  
issues that may have been unheard of ten years ago, but with an estimated 
5.6% of US adults identifying as LGBTQ, and nearly 70% of Americans  
indicating they support homosexuality and gender exploration, these are the  
situations we will most certainly encounter in the days ahead.  
 
With more attention being given to alternative lifestyles and gender identity, it 
is important that the church knows what God says about these issues and 
how we should respond.  This is why LeFlore Baptist Association is hosting 
an In His Image Weekend October 15-16 in conjunction with First Stone 
Ministries out of Oklahoma City.   
 

· Friday:  Local churches are encouraged to view the documentary In 
His Image. A copy has been purchased for each church in our         
association.  A viewing will also take place at Southside Baptist 
Church in Poteau from 6:00-8:00. 
 

· Saturday 9:00-4:00 @ the Poteau Reynolds Center:  This free, one-
day conference will offer testimonies and information affirming that 
freedom from homosexuality is not a method, but a person—Jesus 
Christ.  Sessions will also be available to equip the parents, family  
and friends of those who struggle with gender identity and same-sex 
attraction. 

 
We fully understand these are sensitive issues and controversial topics, but 
ignoring them won’t make them go away. Therefore, we must speak the truth 
in love, knowing that the truth is able to bring freedom.  We hope you will 
mark your calendar for the In His Image Weekend, October 15-16, and 
begin praying now that God will teach us how we can minister healing and 
restoration to all. 
 
For more information or a detailed schedule of the conference, feel free to 
contact the LBA office at 918-647-8271. God bless you and we hope to see 
you there. 
 
 Him, 
Bentley Hill 

 

 
 

12th Brotherhood 
 Southside at 7pm 
 
16th In His Image Conference 
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 The nights are getting crisp and the days  
cooler and shorter.  Happy Harvest from Choices!  
When kids think of October they think of Halloween 
and trick or treating.  Many churches offer the  
alternative fall festival which I think are wonderful.  
Thank you to all who help these be successful for our 
kiddos.  What would our world be like if there were 
no givers?  The ones who give of their time, talents, 
and money are why good things happen.  They have 
truly realized what God means when He said ‘It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35  
paraphrased.  With that thought, we have clients that 
are in need of a few items that are out of our budget.  
We are needing items like Pack -n- Plays, bouncers, 
walkers, etc.  and as always we can use diapers of all 
sizes and clothing.  Remember these items don’t have 
to be new.  They can be gently used.  If you cannot 
afford to help please pass this along to someone who 
may have the items to donate or who knows someone 
who might.  And as always, the harvest is ripe but the 
laborers are few.  Remember, God gave his only son 
to redeem the lost from sin.  If you have never met our 
loving Jesus who gives life eternal, my prayer is that 
you do.  If you need someone to talk to please feel 
free to call us here at 
Choices.  We will be glad 
to give you directions on 
finding Jesus as your  
Savior. (918)649-3650 
 
 
In His Service,  
Angela 

138th Annual Meeting 
 
Sunday, September 25th was the LBA’s 138th Annual 
Meeting.  We are blessed to be apart of one of the oldest 
associations in the state of Oklahoma serving LeFlore 
county and beyond.  It is amazing to think it has been 
that long.  I ran across a condensed history the other day.  
We were originally part of Short Mountain  
Association that was formed in 1884.  In 1912, the  
Association was split into Latimer and LeFlore  
Association, where we have a rich history of serving 
Southeast Oklahoma and we hope to continue that until 
the Lord returns. We had a wonderful meeting where we 
got to hear about all of the ministries we are a part of and 
the work that is being done for the Lord.  If you have a 
want to serve contact us I am sure there is a ministry that 
will fit you.  Dale Rogers honored us by preaching the 
Word about our theme “better together.” We honored 3 
pastors and their wives that combined is over 150 years 
of ministry service, and they are still going strong. Our 
grand finale was a word from Neil O’Donnell and the 
burning of the note to celebrate our beautiful building 
being paid completely off.  We hope this next year will 
be even more fruitful than the last.  I will post the book 
of reports on our website if you are interested.  If you 
would like a printed copy feel free to drop by the office 
any time. 
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Poteau Trinity Cabin for Sale 
 

Trinity Baptist Church in Poteau has decided to sell 
their  cabin located at  Kiamichi Baptist Assembly.  
For information on this or to schedule a time to see 
the cabin, please contact: 
 
 

Pastor LeRoy Billy   
(918) 649-7540 

In Bondage to Sin? 
By Jim Gardner 

 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
Paul wrote in Romans 7:14 “I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin. For 
what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would 
like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate” A theologian wrote the  
following description of the struggle that believers have with sin: “Most of 
us would indignantly resent the suggestion that we bear any resemblance to 
the notorious Dr. Jekyll/Mr. Hyde… However much we may dislike  
admitting this fact, however, there is a sense in which every converted  
person is a kind of Jekyll-Hyde combination. For the Scriptures clearly  
affirm that there is a continual struggle within every converted man  

between his old nature and his new. Though he may grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, there is no armistice in this war, there is no cessation of hostilities – until we die.” 
 
Sanctification 
Theologians refer to the process of winning this battle between good and evil that resides within the heart of all  
believers, as “Sanctification.” Peter wrote, we “are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:2).  In other words, the key to our sanctification and  
winning the battle against sin, is the Holy Spirit. The Bible is our sword, but we must also learn how to recognize and 
follow the Holy Spirit as He convicts us, comforts us, prompts us, and teaches us in our daily walk. When we struggle 
emotionally, the devil attacks us and tries to tempt us to sin to feel better. 
 
The Holy Spirit 
The Lord Jesus promised His disciples that He was going to send another Helper: “But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to 
you” (John 14:26). It is the Holy Spirit who convicts us of our sin, but it is also the Holy Spirit who comforts us and 
teaches us when we need truth to set us free from bondage. How does He do this? Pastor Rick Warren gives an  
example in one of his books, of a missionary who was returning home from the mission field after 30 years of service 
for the Lord. He was on a ship sailing into New York harbor from Europe, and the president of the United States was 
on the same ship. When they arrived, the president had a huge welcoming party and a military band present to welcome 
him back home after a brief overseas visit, but as the missionary observed this, it made him sad that no one was there to 
greet him home after 30 years of service. He spoke to the Lord and asked why there was no one to greet him home. As 
he silently listened, the Lord spoke to His heart saying, “You are not home yet, my son.” This thought, from the Holy 
Spirit, comforted the missionary and gave him the truth he needed to be set free, of his sadness. 
 
Each believer has the Holy Spirit abiding in him, but must learn to listen to the Holy Spirit and obey His promptings. 
And when we pray and learn to listen to the Holy Spirit, the apostle Paul promises that, “the peace of God … will 
guard our minds and hearts in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7), and will protect us from the lies and the attacks of the evil one 
who is always seeking to lead us into temptation. It is through prayer and the Holy Spirit that we can break our  
bondage to sin. 

Set Free Ministry 
Dr. Jim Gardner, Ph.D., LPC 

(918) 413-5475 

Overcome grief, anger, depression, and marital problems. 
Affordable, Biblical Counseling 

Special Rates for LBA Church Members 
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LBA OFFICE HOURS:  
8 am-5 pm, Monday-Thursday 

Budget Summary 
For September 2021 

 
Requirements $  14,465 
Undesignated  $  15,171 
Over $       706 

Pastorless Churches 
 

Big Creek 
Howe Faith 
Pilgrim Rest 
Whitesboro 

 
Please pray the Lord brings the 
right man and family for these  

churches. 

Interested in Serving?  
These churches could use some help. 

 
 Poteau FBC is looking to start a contemporary worship service and would like 

to call a part time worship leader, that can also serve as a youth and college  
minister.  If interested please email pastortroy@fbcpoteau.com 

 
 Hodgen Baptist is looking for a youth leader.  Please email John McAlester at 

jmcalester@heavenerschools.org 
 
 Arkoma FBC is in need of a music leader and piano player.  Please contact 

Chuck Karch @ (918)448-0336 or email karch78@yahoo.com 

In His Image Weekend of Freedon 

 

Delighting in God’s Plan for  

Gender and Sexuality 
 

 
Movie Viewing 

Friday, Oct. 15, 2021 
Southside Baptist Church 

6-8 pm 
 

Conference  
Saturday, Oct. 16, 2021 

Reynolds Center 
Begin at 9 am 

 
This conference is available to equip the believers to biblically answer the 

questions about gender and sexuality in a loving way.  The conference 
and movie are both free to attend.  


