
Normally this time of year, I find myself thinking about Thanksgiving dinner and what 
Christmas presents we want to make or give to our loved ones.  This year I am just 
thinking about the peace we seem to have right now.  I know our country is in turmoil 
over everything it seems, but I look around our county and I am starting to see some 
hope and that we are starting to find our way in this crazy year.  20/20 has always been 
the standard for perfectly clear vision.  Earlier this year I would have told you that 
2020 was the year of chaos and change, but now I see God bringing people and 
churches together that haven’t done things together in a long time.  I see schools  
working hard to do the best thing they can for their students.  Yes, it is hard for  
families with children in school, and some families have had to make major changes, 
but I still see more peace in this county than in the surrounding areas.  Even in nature I 
see a reset.  Our fields are growing with new plants that we haven’t seen before, or not 
for a long time, and for the first time in years September is cool. A prayer that is be-
coming very common is: 
 

2 Chronicles 7:14
  
if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and 

pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven 
and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 
 

It doesn’t say that He will heal it completely in the matter of a second, although He 
could.  It says that He will heal it.  The Lord as opened my eyes to see that he is trying 
to heal us and our land.  We have a long way to go to be back in the Lord’s will as a 
country, but here is a beginning.  It is up to us to keep praying to see it through.  
There is so much in our world right now that we do not understand.  Every night if you 
watch the news you are blasted with the negative things that are going on in our coun-
try.  Let's rise above and continue to pray.  Each and every one of us have the power to 
pray healing into our land.  I used to think I wasn’t a prayer warrior.  I don’t spend 
hours a day praying and honestly, sometimes I feel like that they don’t even make it to 
Heaven, but that is the enemy talking.  God hears each and every one of our prayers.  
Revelation 5:8 and 8:4 reference the prayers of the saints being incense in the throne 
room of the Lord.  The biblical definition of saint is believer.  When did we as a cul-
ture decide that you had to be this mighty prayer warrior to be heard? Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need.  Hebrews 4:16 
 

As believers, we are to come boldly to the throne.  It doesn’t give any qualifications of 
that honor other than a believer.  I think it is time that we do just that.  Let’s go boldly 
to the throne and praise the Lord for this reset.  Let’s show Him we are grateful for all 
He has done for us even in this chaos and lets pray that the peace we are beginning to 
feel in LeFlore county would spread.   
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October 

5th Pastor’s Conference @ 
LBA 11am 

 
5th-7th Revival in the Valley 
 
11th-14th Heavener 1st Revival 
 
11th-14th Pocola Trinity Revival 
 
18th-21st Southside Revival 
 
19th  Annual Worship Service 

@ Southside  
 
26th  Pastor’s Conference @  
 Hodgen 6:30pm 
 
31st  
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Heavener First Baptist to Host 
Revival with Masters Voice 

October 11-14th 
Reynold's Center, Poteau 

Sunday 11th 11 am and 6pm 
Mon-Wed 7pm 

 

Southside Baptist Church 
October 18-21st 

Evangelist Ernie Perkins 
Batchelor Family will Join us Sunday Morn-

ing 
Sunday Morning 11Am 

 Evening 6pm 
Mon-Wed 7pm 

*Monday at 7pm will also serve as our  

Mexico Mission 
Trip 

 

This is the latest 
report from Pastor 
Luis.  The church 
in General Zuazua 
is looking 
good.  They are 
still working on 
putting in the AC 
units, but have resumed church services while still using Face-
book for those who are staying home.  We are still planning on 
leaving for the fall trip to Mexico on November 7th.  If you are 
planning on going and have not contacted me yet, let me know as 
soon as possible. The cost for the trip is $275 per person.   
 

We are also needing $5000 for this trip where we will be  
remodeling the church building in Ejido San Jose with Pastor 
Raul Casillas.  Please consider either your church or you  
individually donating to meet this goal. As usual we depend on 
God to supply all our needs. If you would like to donate drop by 
the LBA office or call me. (918)413-0833 
 

We are still in need of erasers, pencil sharpeners, glue sticks, 
and Bible coloring books for the children.  Also, Cheli asked 
for children's clothes sizes 3-12 for the children in General Hi-
dalgo.  They have restarted children's church at this mission and 
need supplies for the children. 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 
Dexter 
 

Thank you and God bless you and all the churches represented in 
this Mexico Project.   

https://www.facebook.com/SSBCpoteau/photos/p.2741616759417506/2741616759417506/?type=3&eid=ARALvMolbPgkAuBAHKNYOKZU1VS3HpvEkBmvabkBz8tXYB8KQ3YGOqINcTO0M9izHfnyuvtyhAjYN1GV&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCKbLaPqMCOpru45a2BwGi8FX9Rx-eemWT3Wkxfrs46uTd72lgGCe_vCLPaU1r2
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“God has not given us a spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind”  2 Tim. 1:7 
             
 A “spirit of fear” has taken over our churches and country since March, when Covid-19 hit the U.S. and experts estimated that the U.S. 
would have 2.2 million deaths from the virus. President Trump banned flights coming from China and shut down the economy for six weeks in 
an effort to stop the virus. But it peaked on April 11th, when the 33 northeastern states were hit by the virus, with a secondary peak on August 1 
(see chart below), when the 11 southwestern coastal states were hit by the virus. At its highest point on April 11 th 17,000 people died from the 
virus in one week. “Nonessential” businesses and churches were shut down and the CDC recommended that everyone stay indoors, wear masks, 
and maintain six feet distance from others. After six weeks the president reopened the businesses and churches to prevent a complete collapse of 
the economy, but governors and mayors imposed their own emergency lock-downs. A spirit of fear took over the country. 

 
The Truth Sets Us Free.  The truth is that the number of deaths from Covid-19 declined rapidly after April 11th (see the chart), but the media 
ignored this and reported daily on the growing number of cases. The number of deaths so far has been about 200,000, however, this is mitigated 
by the admission of the CDC in September that only 6% of the deaths attributed to Covid-19 were from the virus alone. This means that out of 
the 200,000 deaths reported, only 12,000 were caused solely by Covid-19.  This makes Covid-19 less deadly than the 1968 Hong Kong Flu 
(33,800) and the 1957 Asian Flu (116,000). When those viruses struck our country we did not panic and shut down the churches and businesses 
and require everyone to wear masks and keep 6 feet of social distance. 
 CDC data indicates that the death rate from the virus is very low now, with only 214 deaths reported for ALL age groups combined on 
the week of September 12th, and it is staying low. Before the pandemic, there were about 51,000 deaths in the U.S. every week from all causes 
and the total number of deaths each week in the U.S. is about 51,000, the same level as before the pandemic. This is good news. 
 
Effective Treatments. When the pandemic hit us, doctors were telling Covid patients to just stay home and quarantine themselves unless they 
could not breathe before going to a hospital, but now they have found other effective treatments that have reduced the death rate of Covid-19 
greatly. Dr. Vladimir Zelenko of New York, a highly respected doctor reported: “Early use of Hydroxychloroquine, Zinc, and Azithromycin 
result in an over 99% survival rate…If we treat it early and the right way it’s nothing to fear.” Distinguished epidemiologist Dr. Harvey Risch, at 
Yale stated, “The key to defeating COVID-19 already exists” (referring to Hydroxychloroquine). “We need to start using it.” Countries that have 
used HCQ, or corticosteroids like Budesonide, have had low death rates. Japan has only had 1512 deaths out of 121 million people, and Taiwan 
has had only 7 deaths out of 25 million people. Doctors have found other effective treatments for Covid-19, which is why the number of deaths 
dropped precipitously after May 11th and are staying low. The truth is that Covid-19 is not a death sentence. This is good news. 
 
The Contagion is Limited. On June 9, Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove with the World Health Organization said, “it is rare for a  nonsymptomatic  
person” to give the virus to another person. This author spoke with a friend for an hour one day, and the next day the friend had symptoms of the 
virus but this author never did develop symptoms. In addition, many spouses who have cared for their partners with Covid have not caught it, 
which shows that the virus is not as contagious as originally thought.  
 Add to this the fact that the young and healthy rarely die from Covid-19. Over 40% of Covid-19 deaths are from nursing homes and the 
average age of those who die from the virus is 78 years old, which is the average U.S. life expectancy. The week ending Sept. 5th had NO deaths 
among those from age 1-34 from the virus. The truth is that seasonal flu is more deadly to children than Covid-19. This is good news.  
 
Masks Do Not Help. Dr. Fauci said on March 8th, “There’s no reason to be walking around with a mask.”  He knew that the Covid virons were 
1/30th the size of surgical masks filtrations. One person accurately observed, “Wearing masks to protect us from Covid-19 is like building a 
chain-link fence around our house to protect us from mosquitos.” But the politics changed and now Dr. Fauci says that everyone must wear 
masks. Other qualified doctors disagree. On May 21, 2020 the New England Journal of Medicine stated, “We know that wearing a mask outside 
health care facilities offers little, if any, protection from infection.” Trauma and emergency physician Dr. Kelly Victory said, “There’s no scien-
tific justification for normal healthy people to be wearing masks.” Although liberals have united across the country to demand that everyone 
wear masks, the truth is that masks don’t protect us from the virus; they just keep the fear going.  

 
Political and Financial Factors. Liberal mayors and governors want to keep businesses and churches closed and keep the hysteria going. It may 
be due to the beliefs reportedly tweeted by one liberal: “It is vital that Governors maintain restrictions on businesses until after the November 
elections because economic recovery will help Trump be re-elected.” There are also financial reasons why the FDA, CDC and leading doctors 
want to keep the hysteria going and oppose the use of effective, cheap medications already in use, for treating Covid-19 patients. Whoever finds 
a new vaccine first for Covid-19 will make billions of dollars. The hysteria in our country is due to these political and financial factors. The truth 
is that Covid-19 deaths are very low now so the hysteria over new cases is unjustified. This is good news. 
 
Fear no evil. The greatest news is that we do not have to fear death at all. We all are going to die one 
day so Covid-19 is just a wake-up call for us all to get prepared for eternity. The Psalmist said in 
Psalm 23:4 “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for 
Thou art with me.” Jesus called Christians the “light of the world” (Matt. 5:14) so we need to arm 
ourselves with the truth and quit living in fear. It is essential that we keep our churches open,  
demonstrate the peace of God in our lives, and use this pandemic fear as an opportunity to share the 
truth of the gospel with every man.  
 
Note: If you would like to have tracts to share this message of hope and to share the gospel with 
others, call Jim Gardner at 918-413-5475. 

Set Free 
Ministry 

Dr. Jim 
Gardner 

(918) 413-5475 



Needs Your Help! 
 
We are looking for new volunteers 
to serve.  The team has a grappler 
and we are in search of someone 
that owns a skid-steer that would 
like to join the team.  If you are  
interested in helping in any way 

please contact  
Jim Smith  @ (918)721-4208 
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LBA OFFICE HOURS:  

8 am-5 pm, Monday-Thursday 

Budget Summary 
For August 2020 

 
Requirements $ 15,317 
Undesignated  $ 11,358 
Under  $   3,959       

Special Thank You to the 
Churches/People that help make the Debt 

Reduction Possible: 
 

Bethel 
Big Creek 

Brotherhood 
Buffalo Valley 

Calhoun 
Falfa 

Friendship Baptist Fellowship 
Heart O’the Hills 

Heavener 1st 
Howe Faith 
Liberty Hill 

Loving 
Monroe 
Octavia 

Poteau 1st 
Prairie Grove 
Shady Point 
Springhill 
Stapp-Zoe 

Talihina 1st 
Whitesboro 
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Comparing Sept to Sept 
since 2017.  

We are almost there. $
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% Aug YTD

Albion 3.0% 129.00$      1,711.39$       

Arkoma 6.0% 460.18$      6,579.36$     

Big Creek 4.5% 961.27$      11,393.65$    

 Big Creek, Hispanic 
-$           

52.00$          

Bokoshe 6.0% 353.64$      4,598.34$     

Buffalo Valley 4.0% 328.24$      3,620.14$     

Calhoun 4.0% 281.72$      3,559.12$     

Cameron 4.5% 151.88$       361.03$        

Cowlington 5.0% 40.00$        80.00$          

Double Branch 3.0% 254.25$      3,530.39$     

Falfa 7.0% 83.16$        1,134.90$      

Forrester 3.0% 206.28$      1,927.17$      

Friendship 3.0% 224.91$      3,299.53$     

 God's Ctry. Cowboy 
100.00$      

1,100.00$      

Heart O' The Hills 2.0% -$           946.81$        

Heavener, First 1.5% 758.00$      9,637.83$     

Heavener, Trinity Flat 150.00$      1,650.00$     

Hodgen 3.0% 181.85$       1,219.11$       

Hontubby 3.3% -$           1,427.00$     

Howe, Faith 5.0% 204.15$      2,550.90$     

Howe, First 2.0% -$           239.64$        

Independence 3.0% 90.00$        930.66$        

LeFlore 7.0% 72.41$        976.91$        

Liberty Hill 6.0% 378.22$      4,311.83$      

Loving 3.0% -$           482.42$        

Monroe 2.5% 157.00$      2,375.00$     

Mt. View 5.0% -$           -$             

Muse 2.0% 28.00$        625.00$        

 Nueva Nacimento 

En Cristo 4.0% -$           
-$             

Octavia 4.0% -$           11,894.40$    

Page Flat 25.00$        125.00$        

Panama, First 3.0% 69.45$        1,098.85$     

Perry Chapel 3.0% -$           462.04$        

Pilgrims Rest 1.0% 17.52$        174.38$        

Pocola, First 3.0% 304.33$      3,806.56$     

Pocola, Trinity 2.0% 160.94$      2,081.45$     

Poteau, First 4.0% 545.50$      8,778.49$     

Poteau, Hispanic -$           -$             

 Poteau, Cross 

Comm.Imm 1.0% 200.00$      
2,200.00$     

Poteau, Southside 4.0% 1,194.85$    13,653.32$   

Poteau, Trinity 5.0% 153.00$      1,672.00$     

Prairie Grove 7.5% 307.93$      5,278.93$     

Shady Point 4.0% 293.00$      3,434.00$     

Spiro, Calvary 3.0% -$           -$             

Spiro, First 3.0% -$           18,427.21$    

Springhill 4.0% 905.86$      16,950.67$   

Stapp-Zoe 5.0% 133.53$      2,124.88$     

Summerfield 5.0% 158.00$      1,942.00$     

Talihina 3.0% 676.36$      8,624.03$     

Victory 5.0% -$           -$             

W hitesboro 2.0% 239.00$      3,283.00$     

W ister, Bethel 4.0% 1,748.46$   9,698.68$     

W ister, First 2.5% 48.70$        693.50$        

Total 12,775.59$ 186,723.52$ 

 Receipts from August 2020 

 (received as of August 31, 2020) 

Operation Christmas 
Child 

We will still be collecting  
shoeboxes this year  

precautions taken.  The 
preprinted cardboard  

boxes will be available for  
purchase about mid 
month.  But we are  

seeking a coordinator 
and volunteers.  The 

wonderful couples that 
have done it in the past 
are not able to this year.  
If you feel called to lead 
and/or help collect boxes 

please call the office 
ASAP.  There will be 

some training involved for 
the coordinator role. 
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Pastorless Churches 
Howe 1st 

Whitesboro 


