
What Moves You? 
By: Bentley Hill 

 
 Have you ever noticed that most of us don’t like to cry? We bite our 
lip or cover our face so we can hold it back or hide it.  Why do we do this? 
Perhaps it is because we see crying as a sign of weakness, but is it really a 
weakness?  Jesus is the strongest man I know, and He shed a few tears  
according to Scripture.  Luke 19:41-44 reads, “Now as He drew near, He 
saw the city and wept over it, saying ‘If you had known, even you,  
especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace. For days 
will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around 
you, surround you and close you in on every side, and level you, and your 
children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone 
upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.’” 
 
 Jesus is crying because judgment is coming to the people of Israel 
and destruction is coming to the city of Jerusalem. Israel missed their  
moment. Verse 44 tells us they “did not know the time of [their] visitation.” 
The people of Israel had been given the message of peace, but they chose 
not to heed it. Jesus is not mad because the people ignored the message; He 
hurts for them. Today, it is easy to get mad at those who ignore God’s  
message of peace, but Jesus gives us a good example of how their hard 
heartedness should move us to tears.   
 
 It might be good to pause for a moment and ask ourselves what 
moves us to tears. Does the lostness around us move us, or are we stuck in 
the land of complacency, not caring what happens to those around us? I 
know we can’t walk around crying all day long, but if we never shed a tear, 
maybe we need to ask God to soften our hearts. Crying is not always a sign 
of weakness; sometimes it is a sign of compassion, and that is never out of 
style. 
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1st Batchelor Family
 Poteau FBC @ 6pm 
 
2nd Pastor’s Fellowship 
 LBA @ 11:00 am 
 
6th National Day of Prayer
 Poteau FBC @ 7am 
 
8th 
 

10th Brotherhood 
  @ 7 pm 
 
16th Pastor’s Fellowship 
 Southside @ 6:30pm 
 
23rd Executive Board Meeting 
 LBA @ 6:30pm 
 
30th Office Closed
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Ministry  
Opportunity 

 
Trinity Baptist Church Pocola is 
looking for a paid summer youth 
intern. This position would begin 
mid-May and run to the first week 
of August. If you or someone you 
know would be interested please 

email Pastor Jeff Beshears at: 
jeff@pocolatrinity.org 

 

May gives us a lot of reasons to celebrate, with Mother’s Day,  

graduations, and Memorial Day.  This month we have another reason to 

celebrate this year.  A few weeks ago Gov. Stitt signed the near total 

abortion act.  Which means that Oklahoma now has one of the strongest 

anti-abortion policies in the country.  Sadly, this has not stopped our calls 

for people seeking abortion, and actually has made them happen more 

often.  So far we are having trouble getting the ladies in the door for more 

than phone counseling, please pray with us that we can reach them  

anyway we can.  With our in office visits less frequent, we are seeking to 

add to the ministry of Choices.  We would love your feedback on what 

needs you see in our community. Please pray with us as we seek God’s 

will for our future. We appreciate all of 

your support and would love to  

continue to serve LeFlore county. 

 

In His Service, 

Angela 

mailto:jeff@pocolatrinity.org


Ladies  

you are invited to join us  
June 28th at 10:30 am for  

bible study and fellowship. 
 

We will be watching Sheila Walsh speak about Esther. 
Followed by discussion and prayer.  We hope you can 

all join us.  Please call the LBA office or email  
rmarrow@lefloreassociation.org if you would like to 

attend or have any questions. 

A Spirit of Fear 
April 22, 2022 

By Jim Gardner  
 

The U.S. National Center for Health Statistics recently conducted another 
Household Pulse Survey and reported that 27.3% of American adults now 
struggle with depression and/or anxiety. Dr. Joseph Mercola says, “This is 
the price society is paying for ill-conceived, irrational pandemic measures 
and nonstop fearmongering.”   
Even though COVID-19 has become endemic in most parts of the world, 
causing few deaths, the pandemic has not officially been declared “over.” 
Denmark, the Netherlands and the U.K. have functionally declared an end to 

their national emergencies and lifted all or most restrictions, but in the U.S., on April 13, 2022, the CDC extended 
the health emergency for another 90-days. 
I was invited to speak to a group of hospital chaplains in Little Rock, Arkansas and was required to wear a mask at 
all times while in the hospital, even as I spoke with the chaplains and my glasses were constantly fogging up due to 
my mask. I observed the continuing insanity of highly educated medical staff wearing cloth masks in the hallways 
and parking lots, which continues the fearmongering among those who should be modeling for us a spirit of  
calmness. 
The apostle Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 1:7, “God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and love and  
discipline.” No matter what you believe about the pandemic, whether you believe it was exaggerated or not, we are 
told in this scripture that we should not be living under a spirit of fear. We have the opportunity to demonstrate to 
the world a spirit of peace, rather than fear. 
Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 
heart be troubled nor let it be fearful” (John 14:27). How can we have a heart of peace in the midst of a pandemic? 
1) Know the truth. Jesus said “you will know the truth and the truth will make you free” (John 8:32). Although 
Jesus was referring to spiritual truth, His words can also apply to general truth. There has been a lot of  
misinformation spread by the media about the dangers of COVID-19, and we have to sort out the truth from the 
false. The truth is that in 2019 more people died from influenza than those who died in 2020 from Covid alone. The 
devil is a liar and deceiver and has done everything possible to fill us with a spirit of fear. 
2) Trust in the Lord.  The only thing that gives you peace in the face of death, is knowing that your life and death 
are in the Lord’s hands and nothing can take your life from you until the Lord is ready to take you home. So, if you 
are a believer and know that you are going to heaven when you die, death is not something to fear but something to 
face with peace and calm.  
3) Make Certain of Your Salvation.  In 2 Corinthians 13:5 Paul said, “Test yourselves to see if you are in the 
faith; examine yourselves!” How can you be certain of your salvation? By knowing the truth about salvation that it 
is “by faith that you are saved, and that not of yourselves it is a gift of God, not of works” (Ephesians 2;8-9). Have 
you confessed your sins and are you trusting in Jesus alone for your salvation? If so, then you can be 100% sure of 
your salvation and not live in fear of anything happening to end your life prematurely. Let us put aside the spirit of 
fear and demonstrate to the world a spirit of power, and love, and discipline. 

Set Free Ministry 
Dr. Jim Gardner, Ph.D., LPC 

(918) 413-5475 

Overcome grief, anger, depression, and 
marital problems. 

Affordable, Biblical Counseling 
Special Rates for LBA Church Members 
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Poteau FBC would like to 
invite you to join them: 

 
May 1 at 6pm for the  

Batchelor Family 
 

May 5 at 7am in Observance 
of the National Day of Prayer 



Poteau Trinity Cabin for Sale 
 

Trinity Baptist Church in Poteau has decided to sell their  
cabin located at  Kiamichi Baptist Assembly.  For  
information on this or to schedule a time to see the cabin, 
please contact: 

Pastor LeRoy Billy  (918) 649-7540 
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LBA OFFICE HOURS:  
8 am-5 pm, Monday-Thursday 
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Budget Summary 
March 2022 

(Received as of Mar. 31, 2022) 

 
Requirements $  14,238 
Undesignated  $  17,194 
Over $    2,956 

Pastorless Churches 
 

Big Creek 
Howe Faith 

Independence 
Liberty Hill 
Pilgrim Rest 
Whitesboro 

 
Please pray the Lord brings the 
right man and family for these  

churches. 


