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The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.  Proverbs 16:33 ESV 
 

This has certainly been a strange couple of months.  It seems that fear has gripped our 
nation and we have lost our sense of direction.  Pastors have had to make  
decisions over the last several weeks that most of us could have never imagined.  This 
wonderful country of freedom to worship when and wherever we please was placed in 
lockdown.   
 

Your pastor has made some very hard decisions and will continue to make even harder 
decisions over the next several months.  Your prayer for him should be constant and 
unwavering.   
  

Having said this, I would like to share a few thoughts about the future.  As many of you 
already know I have decided to retire from this position as Director of Missions of the 
Le Flore Baptist Association.  The timing is right for Vicky and I to finish our work here 
and I am excited to see what God has in store for us in the future.  Enough about that, 
let’s look forward to the future of God’s kingdom. 
 

As I mentioned in the first paragraph, it seems that fear has gripped our nation and we 
have lost our sense of direction.  I don’t want to come down on either side of the issue of 
“to quarantine or not to quarantine.”   I believe our churches have shown that we are 
resilient and that you can’t quarantine Christ. The church is alive right now in America 
more than I have seen in a number of years.   
 

We argue about our freedoms and whether or not we are losing ground to a  
government that would like to make all of our decisions for us.  Don’t get me wrong, I 
believe in what this country is founded upon and I love our freedom.  We have enjoyed a 
great run and I certainly don’t want it to stop now.   
 

However, I have witnessed first hand what it is like to be in a country where your  
freedom to worship is opposed by the government.  In those countries the cause of 
Christ seems to thrive.  It seems that the countries most hostile to the one true God are 
the countries where God is at work the most.   
 

So, let me ask you a soul searching question.  Would you be willing to give up your  
freedoms here if it meant Christianity would flourish and the cause of Christ would  
expand? If you knew that the loss of your freedoms would mean more people would 
come to know the Savior, would you be willing to let it all go for the sake of Christ? 
 

Have we lost our sense of direction?  Is it about freedom to worship or is it about  

Neil O’Donnell 
Director of Missions 
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*there are no upcoming 
events at this time.  Camps 
will begin July 5. Dates are 
on the next page. 
 
We pray you are all doing 
well and this will end soon.  
The Lord has blessed our 
county with very few cases.  
May this time be  a time of 
reflection and prayer.  A time 
to renew and/or strengthen 
our relationship with our Lord 
and Savior. 

May 



winning souls to Christ for eternity?  Are we trying to control the outcome through distancing ourselves from others 
and keeping our hands clean when God tells us in His word that only He controls the outcome? 
 

I am not promoting going against the government rules that have been laid down.  But somewhere in all of this we 
need to put the brakes on with our need to try and control the situation ourselves and acknowledge the only one 
that really controls the outcome is God. 
 

I’m not happy with our loss of the freedoms we have enjoyed for so long.  I am not happy with not being able to 
come together in worship.  But what we are going through right now is a result of what God is allowing us to go 
through.   
 

Proverbs 16:33 is a great word from God about who He is and what He does.  At the beginning of this article I 
showed it to you from the English Standard Version.  Now look at it from the Contemporary English Version, “We 
make our own decisions, but the LORD alone determines what happens.” 
To God be the glory, great things He has done! 
 

I Love You All, 
Neil O’Donnell 
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Revised 2020 Camp Schedule!! 

In response to the current public health situation  
surrounding Covid 19, KBA has revised it summer schedule for 2020: 
 
July 5-8 KBA Youth 1; July 8-11 KBA Youth 2 

July 12-15 Muskogee Kids; July 15-18 Choctaw/Chickasaw Family 
Camp 

July 19-22 KBA Kids 1; July 22-25 KBA Kids 2 

July 27-August 1 Summit Camps 

August 2-7 Free Will Youth Camps 

Kiamichi 
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LBA OFFICE HOURS:  
8 am-5 pm, Monday-Thursday 

Welcome! Gary Fitzpatrick new pastor of 
Buffalo Valley. We look forward to getting to know you. 

ReachXL Coming Summer 2020* 
 
ReachXL, a local missionary ministry, is making plans to 
once again serve in the Stigler and Talihina areas,  
July 11-15, 2020.   
 
The concept behind Reach is a “missions in your own back 
yard” approach to mission trips for youth.  While  
participating in Reach, students are divided into crews who 
work together with an adult Crew Chief and a Crew  
Encourager to complete “hands on” projects ranging from 
cleaning up yards to roofing houses. 
 
 Participants include youth who have completed grades 6 
through 12 and adults from churches and ministries in the 
area.  After working on projects during the day, crews come 
together for a time of worship, reflection, and inspiration.   
Committed adult volunteers are absolutely VITAL to the 
vision of Reach.  By serving, you have the opportunity to 
invest in the lives of students, the residents to whom we  
minister, other adult volunteers, and the community around 
us.  Together we are sending a message of unity and  
servanthood to our area.  
 
The overall mission of Reach is to glorify God by bringing 
together believers of all ages as a community by providing 
missionary opportunities of service that will assist the needs 
of individuals in our area.  For more information, contact: 
 
David & Nina Morgan 
(918) 647-4915 or (918) 658-8496  
Email:  themorgans66@gmail.com 


