
 
 
 
 

Love in Action 
 

 Valentine’s Day has come and gone, but the idea of showing love 
shouldn’t be restricted to one day; it should be our practice year around. The 
hustle and bustle of life and work can distract us from sharing love with the 
people around us. I think of a strapping young lad named Samson who  
became distracted from his role as a judge for the people of Israel.  His love 
for God and his own people should have set the course for his life, but it didn’t.  
To say that Samson couldn’t choose a good Valentine is an understatement. 
His love for things outside of the will of God kept him from enjoying the good 
things on the inside of God’s will. 
 Just like Samson, we can chase after things that lead us away from 
God and not closer to Him.  In John 14:15, Jesus says, “If you love Me, keep 
My commandments.” If we love Him, we will follow Him. To say we love Him 
and not follow His word is to live a lie. The word love is used for a lot of  
different things today, but it is hollow and meaningless without action.  

Our family loves The Princess Bride. Before you men judge me on this, 
let me be quick to say the movie does have Andre’ the Giant and some pretty 
awesome sword fights. Yet it is impossible to forget that all these great action 
scenes point to the main theme of the movie—true love and the extreme 
measures taken to prove it.  While The Princess Bride is a classic in our 
books, the best example of true love is exemplified by a God who comes from 
heaven to earth to sacrifice Himself for the people He loves.  Now that is love 
more convincing than any candy or flowers we may have scooped up during 
the month of February; it’s a love that we can enjoy for all eternity. Take a few 
minutes every day “to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge” (Eph. 
3:18), and spend as much time with Him today “as you wish.”   

 
Overwhelmed by His Love, 

Bentley Hill 

 
8th Pastor’s Fellowship 
 @ LBA 11am 
 
14th Time Change 
 
22nd Pastor’s Fellowship 
 @ Cross Community 
6:30pm  
 
*Set Free Training all Saturdays in 
March from 8-12 
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In order to be good stewards of the funds God has given us we have decided to update our address list for 
the newsletter.  The best way we can think to update this list is to ask you as the individual if you still want a 
printed newsletter.  We are happy to send out as many as we need to, but do not want to burden people that 

no longer wish to receive it.  Starting this month we are asking you to let us know if you still want a printed 
copy, or prefer a digital copy, or both.  Please call the office (918)647-8271 ext. 0,  

email rmarrow@lefloreassociation.org, or simply cut the address out and mail it back to us @ 106 
Flanagan St, STE A, Poteau, OK 74953.  If we do not hear from you by May 1, 2021 you will no longer  

receive the newsletter.  Thank you for understanding.  (If we have already spoken please disregard) 



Page 2 Vol. 68 Issue 3 

 
After much prayer the banquet committee has decided to not have a ban-
quet this year.  We are asking this year for you to pray about your church 
taking up an offering on Mother’s Day for Choices.  If you are one of our 

supporters we are truly grateful for all you do, but we would like to be 
able to help more ladies.  We are the “best kept secret in LeFlore County” 

and we would like to change that by advertising and visiting churches. 
Mother’s day seems a while away now, but it will be here in a heartbeat. 

Please pray about how you can help.   
Thank You, 

Angela Weaver 

 
Calling all VBS Directors and Volunteers.  
It is that time of year again to get geared 
up for the summer.  I would like to do 
something a little different this year for 
our VBS clinic.  There are so many  
wonderful options available for any size 
church with any size group of  
volunteers.  Lets explore some of these 
options together at the LeFlore Baptist 
Association on April 17th at 12 pm.  
Lunch will be provided.  Please RSVP 
with Rachael at the LBA office, or call me 
at (918)658-8402. 

Thank you, Dalton 

Heavener First Baptist Church would like to invite 
you to join them for a children’s mission  

opportunity.  More information will follow, but 
mark your calendars for 

 Saturday April 24th, 2021 for  

Here, There, Everywhere! 
For more information please contact Dalton Luman 

at Heavener FBC (918)658-8402 

Is seeking a Bi-Vocational Pastor.   
Please send resumes  

Hodgen Baptist Church 
C/O Pastor Search Committee  

PO Box 9 
Hodgen, OK 74939 

Hodgen First  
Baptist Needs your help. They are planning a full summer of 

camps and they need staff.  If you are interested please go 
to kbacamp.com and click the link to apply.  Please apply 
asap.  The deadline for applications has been extended. 

Kiamichi 

Baptist  

Assembly 

March 14 



“Do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the 
Spirit (Eph. 5:18) 

By Jim Gardner 
 

 The apostle Paul taught the Christians at Ephesus how to walk in love 
and wisdom. Among his specific instructions he tells them to avoid drunkenness, 
and to be filled with the Spirit. In other words, he is telling believers that they 
need to learn to be filled and controlled by the Spirit once they are saved, and 
should not continue to walk in drunkenness (or any addiction) after salvation.  
 A woman came for counseling for her grief after her son committed  
suicide. She told me that he struggled in high school with depression and low  
self-esteem and he began using marijuana. After high school he began using other 
illegal drugs, and at one point he was desperate for help and admitted himself into 
a drug treatment program. While in this program he began attending church  

services at a local Baptist church and got saved. He was excited about his salvation and began reading his Bible and attending church  
regularly and his mother was ecstatic. However, after about five years his depression returned and he began using drugs again to numb his 
feelings. He felt so hopeless that one evening he called the local police and told them where he lived, and he said that he was going to kill 
himself. The dispatcher called a policeman in the area who went to the young man’s home. The young man went outdoors and spoke with the 
police officer for a few minutes, then he pulled out a gun and shot himself. 
 I believe this young man was genuinely saved and forgiven for his sins, but he was never set free from his underlying depression, 
which led to his suicide. What I learned from this sad story was that individuals with addictions need to be saved, but they also need to be set 
free from their underlying emotional struggles that can keep them in bondage. This is why the apostle Paul tells us in Romans 12:2 , “Do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Sometimes people get saved and are so excited about their 
forgiveness and their new life that they quit drinking and using drugs immediately. However, many people have feelings of anger, grief, and 
shame from their past that need to be released and this is why Paul tells us that we need to have our minds renewed after salvation. Secular 
treatment programs do their best but do not know how to help individuals release their anger, grief, or shame so after clients complete their 
programs they relapse when these feelings surface again and they use drugs again in order to numb their negative feelings.  
 I spent nine years in college to learn how to help people with emotional problems and addictions, but after 25 years of practice as a 
professional counselor I realized that I wasn’t helping people very well. Then I attended a seminar that was taught by a pastoral counselor 
and he told many stories of people whom he was able to help overcome grief, anger, shame, depression, and addictions through prayer. I was 
excited about this and began using it regularly, and I suddenly began seeing people being set free from grief, anger, shame, depression and 
addiction. I have been using this prayer-based approach for 18 years now and I want to share this with other believers in Leflore County. 
 In April we are starting a “Set Free from Addiction” program on Thursday evening for clients enrolled in drug court who need to 
attend classes to fulfill their drug court requirements. We will begin at 6:00 pm with a free meal and music, will have a meeting from 6:30 to 
7:30, and then will pray from 7:30-8:00 with those who want prayer for salvation or to be set free. We will be meeting at the LBA office and 
want to invite believers from LBA churches to help us by providing meals, serving the meals, and providing prayer counselors and  
evangelists to help us. If you, or your church, are interested in helping, please contact Jim Gardner and plan to attend the Set Free training on 
Saturday mornings on March 6, 13, 20 and 27 from 8:00 to noon. 
 

For More Information: Call Jim Gardner at 918-413-5475 

Set Free Ministry 
Dr. Jim Gardner, Ph.D., LPC 

(918) 413-5475 

Overcome grief, anger, depression, and marital problems. 
Affordable, Biblical Counseling 

Special Rates for LBA Church Members 

LeFlore Baptist Association Page 3 

Charles (Chuck) and Teressa Karch  
Arkoma First Baptist Church  

Chuck has been pastoring since he was 23 and is now 61.  He has taught school for 
36 years: Secondary Math, Physics, Computers, History and Geography.  He has 
coached Softball, Baseball, Basketball and Academic Team.  Teressa taught early 
childhood for 9 years. They are retired from teaching.  They now run a food trailer 
(Philly Cheesesteaks, snow ice, Hamburgers, fries and Chicken philly) and pastor 
Arkoma First Baptist Church.  They have two sons and a daughter and 6  
grandchildren and one on the way. The first church they pastored was Albion Baptist 
Church and also pastored Bokoshe First Baptist.  They were BCM directors at  
Seminole State College. They had a Lake Ministry at #9 Landing and the last church 
they pastored was Southside Baptist in Wilburton. 



Page 4 

Printed monthly by and  for  the   

LEFLORE  BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION   
OF CHURCHES 

 

106 Flanagan St., Ste. A,   
Poteau,  OK  74953 
Phone:  (918) 647-8271     
Fax:  (918) 647-8273 
www.lefloreassociation.org 

 
Bentley Hill, Director of Missions 

bhill@lefloreassociation.org 

 
Rachael Marrow, Admin. Asst. 

rmarrow@lefloreassociation.org 

 

LBA OFFICE HOURS:  
8 am-5 pm, Monday-Thursday 

Budget Summary 
For December 2020 

 
Requirements $  14,465 
Undesignated  $  13,833 
Under  $       632 

Special Thank You to the 
Churches/People that help make the  

Debt Reduction Possible: 
 

Bethel 
Big Creek 

Brotherhood 
Buffalo Valley 

Calhoun 
Cameron 

Falfa 
Friendship Baptist Fellowship 

Heart O’the Hills 
Heavener 1st 
Howe Faith 
Liberty Hill 

Loving 
Monroe 
Octavia 

Poteau 1st 
Prairie Grove 
Shady Point 
Springhill 
Stapp-Zoe 

Talihina 1st 
Whitesboro 
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We are almost there. 
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Pastorless Churches 
 

Hodgen 
Loving 

Whitesboro 
 

Please pray the Lord brings the 
right man and family for theses  

churches. 

We have a Library! 
 

Most of you know that from time to time we have a  
women’s bible study here at the office.  What you may 

not know is that we have most of those resources  
available to you to check out free for your church or  

individual study.  We also have several men’s and youth 
studies available.  We would love for these things to be 
checked out and to see the need to grow our options.  If 
you are interested please call or stop by for more details. 

Lets make this the month we 
get rid of the debt..  We are 

down to about $25,000 that is 
owed.  The Executive Board 
has voted to make April Pay 

off the building month.  Please 
pray about what you and your 

church can do to help make 
this happen.  We can do so 

much more as a Association to-
gether once we get this paid 

off. 


