
 
 
 
 

THE LEFLORE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

 
May 31-June 4 KBA Youth 1 
 
7th-17th  Summit 
 
7th Pastor’s Fellowship @ 

LBA 11AM 

 
21st-25th KBA Children’s 1 
 
 
 

LEFLORE  BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION   
OF CHURCHES 

106 Flanagan St., Ste. A,   
Poteau,  OK  74953 
Phone:  (918) 647-8271     
Fax:  (918) 647-8273  
www.lefloreassociation.org 

Upcoming Events 

106 Flanagan St, Ste. A, Poteau OK 74953 June 2021 Vol. 68 Issue 6 

THE LEFLORE COUNTY 
BAPTIST 

USPS 309-120 
Second Class Postage PAID 

Poteau, Oklahoma 74953 

Executive Board Meeting on  
Monday 21st  at Shady Point at 

6:30 pm.  2 members of each 
church are asked to attend.  We 

would like for every church to be  
represented. Please Join us. 

Shall We Gather at the River? 
By: Bentley Hill 

 
 I love to think about the good ‘ole days of summer as a child.  I remember 
sitting in church with the windows open and being relocated by an occasional 
wasp or bee that traveled through.  I remember the flicker of dim lights and 
games of Crack the Whip behind the church after Sunday night services.  Even 
though the pews were rough and an occasional splinter would cause even the 
most stoic Baptist to let out a shout, I look back on those days with great  
fondness. 
 Some of my favorite memories are baptismal services held at Morris 
Creek or Wister Lake.  We would stand on the banks and sing “Shall We Gather 
at the River” at the top of our lungs.  The folks being baptized would form a 
straight line and move slowly into the water, their reverent procession being  
interrupted occasionally as someone would step on a sharp or slippery rock  
resulting in a quick self-baptism.  The excitement of seeing new believers  
following Christ in baptism brought tears, smiles, and shouts of joy.   
 Lately, I have been reading a book by Henry L. Peck entitled The Proud 
Heritage of LeFlore County. According to Peck, the oldest Baptist Church in 
LeFlore County is Double Branch, founded in 1870.  Double Branch experienced 
some great revivals.  One in 1920 spoke of baptizing 43 new believers in Nail 
Creek; another resulted in 63 baptisms.  What great and exciting times these 
speak of, but we can never forget that we also live in exciting times.  In John 
4:35, Jesus says, “Do you not say, ‘There are still four months, and then cometh 
harvest’? Behold, I tell you raise your eyes and observe the fields, that they are 
white for harvest.”  

These words should issue a challenge to you and me. We can remember 
the past, but we can also rejoice in the present.  The same God who was active in 
LeFlore Baptist Association in 
days gone by is the same God 
you and I serve today. The  
baptismal waters can stir again 
if we workers will engage the 
fields He has placed us in. It’s 
true that we have a wonderful 
past, but we have a glorious 
future in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Let’s claim the summer of 2021 
for His kingdom. 
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Baptizing 40 Double Branch Church Converts 
1920 in Nail Creek. 

Picture curtesy of The Proud Heritage of LeFlore County 



Choices Pregnancy center would like to thank all of those 
who donated to our Mother’s Day fundraiser. We would 

like to recognize those who donated in honor and memory 
of a loved one. 

 
In Honor: 

Brenda Long 
Nancy Lou Patrick 

 
In Memory: 
Jean Marrow 

 
 

Thank you to the churches that took up offering on  
Mother’s day.  

 
Albion 
Heavener Trinity 
Hontubby 
Liberty Hill 
Page 
Southside 
*received as of May 25th, 2021* 

Camp will be open this summer!!! 
 
KBA Youth 1 May 31-June 4 
Summit 1 June 7-12 
KBA Children’s 1 June 21-25 
KBA Youth 2 July 12-16 
KBA Children’s 2 July 26-30 

Kiamichi Baptist  

Assembly 
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Poteau Trinity Cabin for Sale 
 

Trinity Baptist Church in Poteau has decided to sell their  
cabin located at  Kiamichi Baptist Assembly.  For  
information on this or to schedule a time to see  
the cabin, please contact: 
 
 

Pastor LeRoy Billy 
(918) 649-7540 

 Poteau FBC is looking to start a  
contemporary worship service and would 
like to call a part time worship leader, that can 
also serve as a youth and college  
minister.  If interested please email  
pastortroy@fbcpoteau.com 

 

 Hodgen Baptist is looking for a youth leader.  
Please email John McAlester at 
jmcalester@heavenerschools.org 

 

 Arkoma FBC is in need of a music leader and 
piano player.  Please contact Chuck Karch @ 
(918)448-0336 or email karch78@yahoo.com 

Interested in Serving?  
These churches could use some help. 

Hello everyone, my name is Josh Effinger, I am the 
pastor at Bethel Baptist in Wister.  My family and I 
moved here about a year ago after serving as high 
school and worship pastor in Madill.  We love this 
part of Oklahoma and look forward to serving 
LeFlore county with all of you.  My wife’s name is 
Amanda and I have three daughters; Bethany,  
Addisyn and Rayleigh.  If you see us out and about 
don’t be shy, come up and introduce yourself!  Also 
if Bethel Baptist can help you in a time of need 
please let us know.  Good to meet you! 



Helping Believers Find Freedom in Christ 
By Jim Gardner 

 

The Church’s Role in Mental Health 

     There is a mental health epidemic in our country. The latest studies have shown that 25% 
of all U.S. adults are taking psychiatric medications to help them deal with issues like  
depression, anger, grief, sexual abuse, substance abuse, traumas, and anxiety. In spite of the 
claims by psychiatrists that their drugs are effective in treating these disorders, suicide rates 
continue to increase and the number of people placed on disability for mental disorders has 
tripled in the last 25 years. Every day 250 more children and 850 more adults are placed on 
disability in the U.S. for “mental disorders.” The growing anger and violence in our society 
also demonstrates clearly that there is a mental health epidemic in our country. 
     For those of us who are Christians, this raises the question of what Christian churches 
should do about this. It is clear from many scriptures that the Church’s main responsibility is 
to share the good news of salvation and forgiveness. That’s why Jesus said to his disciples, 

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations …teaching them to observe all that I commanded you” (Matt. 28:19-20). When people 
are genuinely saved it should dramatically change their life. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:17 that “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; 
the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.” When my father was saved he quit drinking, smoking, and fighting and began 
spending his time reading the Bible and telling others about Jesus. He was, indeed, a “new creature” because the Holy Spirit changed his life 
supernaturally. 
     But Paul also wrote to believers and told them, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind” (Romans 12:2). When we are saved, we still need to have our minds renewed by reading the Word and obeying the Holy Spirit. The 
Lord not only wants us to be saved; He also wants us to be set free to enjoy His peace and to serve Him. Jesus said, “My peace I give to you; 
not as the world gives, do I give to you” (John 14:27).  He made it clear to His followers that He wants to give us His joy and peace.   
However, most churches do not teach members how to find peace so they are irrelevant to those with emotional struggles such as anger, 
grief, depression, and anxiety. Some churches do a good job of leading people to salvation but then fail to disciple them. As a result, our 
churches have many members who struggle with marital problems, anger, depression, and anxiety, and they turn to pills and secular  
counseling for help. 

Set Free Prayer Ministry 
     Set Free Prayer Ministry is a ministry that I started after being a Christian counselor for over 25 years.  I found that traditional counseling 
techniques could not resolve grief, anger, fear or shame, but I learned a simple prayer-based way to help people release these feelings. As 
people overcome their grief, anger, and shame they enjoy God’s peace and are set free from depression, marital problems, and resentments 
that lead them into many types of sins. Secular counseling techniques are ineffective in helping people overcome these issues, so the church 
must step up and teach believers how to pray effectively about their emotions so that they can find freedom. This ministry provides three 
seminars to teach Christians how to overcome emotional struggles and to experience God’s peace. 

Set Free Seminars 
     The Basic Seminar is a 3-hour seminar which teaches individuals how to overcome feelings of grief, anger, and shame. These three  
sessions are the foundation stones for the ministry, because they address the three emotions that are the basic underlying emotions that lead 
to most emotional problems.  
     The Intermediate Seminar is another 3-hour seminar that teaches how to apply the basic prayer principles to help individuals overcome 
depression, and overcome addictions. Some people with addictions and depression can experience quick healing because the underlying 
sources for their struggles are relatively simple. However, it is often necessary to obtain some history on the individual to identify the  
underlying sources of their problems. Students are taught how to create a Prayer Plan in order to systematically help others identify the  
specific issues that require prayer. 
     The Advanced Seminar teaches participants how to help those struggling with marital problems, fears, and traumas, and how to help stop 
the violence in America. These three seminars are free and are taught several times each year to provide the training needed to help people in 
our churches who struggle with: Sexual abuse, Anger, Grief & Sadness, Divorce & Heartbreaks, Shame & Guilt, Addictions, Marital  
Problems, Traumas & Anxiety, and Depression. 

Weekly Meetings 
     In addition to providing these three Set Free seminars, this ministry also provides weekly meeting to teach these prayer principles and to 
give attendees a chance to pray with a trained prayer minister. Those who want to learn how to use this ministry in their church are also  
encouraged to attend and become certified as a Set Free Prayer Minister. 
     If you are interested in helping others in your church overcome disabling emotions such as anger, grief, shame, and fear, please visit our 
meetings at the Leflore Baptist Association on Thursday evenings. You will enjoy a free meal, hear some good, live Christian music, and 
learn how to help others overcome their emotional struggles.  
 

Set Free Meetings are held at:106 Flanagan St., Poteau, OK on Thursday evenings from 6:00 to 8:00 pm with a free meal provided. We hope 
you will visit us and bring a friend with you who needs help. We will be discussing the following topics in the next several weeks: 

May 27:  Overcoming Loss of a Child 
June 3:  Overcoming Sadness 
June 10:  Overcoming Depression 
June 17:   Finding Peace without Pills 
June 24:  Overcoming Guilt and Shame 
July 1:  Overcoming Sexual Abuse 
 

For more information about Set Free Prayer Ministry: Call Jim Gardner at 918-413-5475 

Set Free Ministry 
Dr. Jim Gardner, Ph.D., LPC 

(918) 413-5475 

Overcome grief, anger, depression, and marital problems. 
Affordable, Biblical Counseling 

Special Rates for LBA Church Members 
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LBA OFFICE HOURS:  
8 am-5 pm, Monday-Thursday 

Budget Summary 
For April 2021 

 
Requirements $  14,465 
Undesignated  $  22,728 
Over $    8,263 

Pastorless Churches 
 

Big Creek 
Howe Faith 

Monroe 
Whitesboro 

 
Please pray the Lord brings the 
right man and family for theses  

churches. 

WE ARE OFFICIALLY DEBT 
FREE.  I took the payoff check to the 
bank May 26th.  Praise the Lord for  

everyone who has given. Truly thank 
you!  We will be planning a celebration 

and will let you know as soon as  
possible.  

 
Special Thank You to the 

Churches/People that help make the  
Debt Reduction Possible: 

 
Bethel 

Big Creek 
Bokoshe 

Brotherhood 
Buffalo Valley 

Calhoun 
Cameron 

Cross Community 
Falfa 

Friendship Baptist Fellowship 
Heart O’the Hills 

Heavener 1st 
Heavener Trinity 

Howe Faith 
Individuals Like You 

Liberty Hill 
Loving 
Monroe 
Octavia 

Page 
Poteau 1st 

Prairie Grove 
Shady Point 
Southside 
Springhill 
Stapp-Zoe 

Talihina 1st 
Whitesboro 


