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Facing the Unknown 
 
The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 
strength of my life; Of whom shall I be afraid?  Psalm 27:1 
 

There are times that fear grips us all.  I remember being a young boy 
and thinking that something lived under my bed at night.  It was gone every 
morning, but I was sure I heard it moving around, licking its lips during the dark 
hours. It didn’t matter that I was twice the size of most kids my age; the  
monster under my bed was always bigger.  I wasn’t getting out of that bed  
after the lights went off even if the house was on fire. 
 

Now that I am older, I know that what I was afraid of was the unknown.  
My mind made whatever noises that were heard a creature of great  
proportions. I have heard that fatigue makes cowards of us all, but so does 
fear, and nothing can paralyze us more than the fear of the unknown.   

 
 That’s why it is good we serve a God who knows all things.  He is  
omniscient—all knowing.  God knows what this year will hold, and that He 
holds us in His hand should bring peace to believers. A wise man once said, 
“Courage is being scared to death and 
saddling up anyway.” Before you start 
searching the Bible for this quote, I 
should probably admit it came from 
John Wayne.  But this point is made all  
throughout Scripture.  Psalm 27  
reminds us that God is our light and 
our salvation.  As He lights the path for 
each of us in 2021, may we boldly step 
forward despite our fears and refuse to 
let the booger under the bed keep us 
from the peace that comes from  
knowing and trusting Him. 
 

In Him, 
Bentley Hill 

1st Pastor’s Fellowship 
 @ LBA 11am 
 
14th Happy Valentines Day 
 
15th Executive Board Meeting 
 @ Double Branch 6:30pm  
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Darrin Goode has been married to the love of 
his life, Rachael for 26 years. They have 6  
children and 4 grand children. Darrin grew up 
in Tuskahoma and Talihina, graduating in 1986. 
Darrin and Rachael spent 24 years in the Army 
and retired in 2009. They moved back to Albion 
in 2012 where Darrin has been involved in Law 
Enforcement. Rachael has been involved with 
homeschooling their three children still at home 
and is actively involved different outreach  
ministries at Albion First Baptist.  
Albion First Baptist called Darrin to Pastor the 
Church in June of  last year.  
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Thank you to the churches and 
individuals that help keep our 

doors open. We were not able to 
have a banquet this year, but 

God allowed us to stay open and 
serve because of your generosity. 

We truly appreciate all you do 
for us. We are seeking more 
volunteers as we have had  

several retire during this last 
year.  Please pray about how you 
can help and if you are interested 

please call Angela @  
(918)649-3650 

Big Creek 
Bethel Lighthouse 

 Buffalo Valley 
Forrester 

Friendship 
God’s Country Cowboy Church 

Hodgen 
Hosanna 

Howe Faith 
Shady Point 
Southside 
Springhill 

Talihina 1st 

Wister Bethel 

 
Over the years we have collected a number of Vacation 
Bible School kits and materials.  We would like to offer 

these to any church who would like to use them.  We do 
not have a ton of storage in our building and they are not 

being used.  If you would like to have anything to help 
with your VBS, or just to supplement a children's program 

you are currently doing we would love to help.  Please 
stop by and or call the office anytime before  

March 1, 2021 

Branson, MO 
April 19-21 

$199 per person for Double Occupancy 
$75 due February 14 and balance due March 28 

Meals and other entertainment not included 
www.jubileeconferences.com 

 
If your church is not able to attend, but you 

would like to feel free to contact Southside Bap-
tist Church for more details. (918)647-2244. 

We have a Library! 
 

Most of you know that from time to time we have a  
women’s bible study here at the office.  What you may 

not know is that we have most of those resources  
available to you to check out free for your church or  

individual study.  We also have several men’s and youth 
studies available.  We would love for these things to be 
checked out and to see the need to grow our options.  If 
you are interested please call or stop by for more details. 



“When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept 
over it” Luke 19:41 

 

 In this passage, Jesus was approaching Jerusalem, riding on 
a donkey. The people were shouting joyfully for all the miracle they 
had seen Jesus perform, and they were laying palm branches in front 
of Him (see v. 37) and praising Him. But as Jerusalem came in 
view, Jesus became so sad that He wept over Jerusalem, and the  
reason He was sad is given us in verses 42-44. He was sad because 
He began visualizing the coming destruction of Jerusalem which He 
loved. 
 Sadness is one of the emotions that Jesus experienced in His 

lifetime. He also experienced anger, grief, and disappointment. It is helpful to know that He experienced these  
negative emotions because that means these emotions are not caused by “cognitive distortions” or “irrational  
thinking,” as secular counselors tell us, but by factual events that happen around us. Counselors cannot help you 
overcome these feelings by listening to you and correcting your “irrational thinking”, because there is no irrational 
thinking. There is a better way to overcome sadness. 
 If you voted for Biden, you are happy and excited about the recent election. But if you voted for Donald 
Trump you are probably sad and angry, because you believe the election was stolen and you fear that your religious 
freedoms are going to be challenged increasingly. It may make you sad to think that the country of freedoms that you 
have grown up with is being destroyed, just as Jesus was sad when He thought about the coming destruction of  
Jerusalem. It’s ok to be sad, but the Lord doesn’t want us to stay sad; He wants us to experience His peace and joy 
(John 14:27, 17:13). If you feel sad about the recent election results, I suggest you make a list of the reasons for your 
sadness, and ask the Lord to take it all away. He will take your sadness and replace it with peace. You can be  
concerned about your country, but be at peace and pray for it. 
 You may also feel angry because you believe the election was stolen. Such anger is okay and normal; even 
Jesus got angry on many occasions. Anger is not wrong; it is a normal reaction to injustice. But Jesus and the Bible 
are very clear; we cannot stay angry for long or it will lead to sin. Eph. 4:26-27 says, “Be angry, and yet do not sin; 
do not let the sun go down on your anger and do not give the devil an opportunity.” Even righteous, justified anger 
will lead to sin so we cannot afford to “let the sun go down on [our] anger.” If you stay angry it may lead you to act 
out in anger toward your family, your church friends, and others. If you want to avoid this, then do what you did with 
your sadness; make a thorough list of the reasons for your anger and give it to the Lord in a simple prayer. Tell the 
Lord why you are angry, make a thorough list of your reasons, then pray and ask the Lord to take it all from you and 
replace it with His peace. He will, indeed, take your anger so that you do not end up hurting others and doing things 
you will regret. 
 There is a lot of anger in our society; churches should not add to it. We need to release our anger, give it all to 
the Lord, and forgive those who “trespass against us” (Matt. 6:12). Jesus tells us that if we do not forgive our  
enemies, “then your Father will not forgive your transgressions” (Matt. 6:15). You cannot afford to stay angry,  
because it will give the devil a foothold in your life. The same is true for you if you voted against Trump. For four 
years Trump’s opponents showed intense anger and hatred for him. If you were one of his opponents and a Christian, 
you must release all anger and hatred, because anger and hatred have no place in the life of the believer. We must  
release all our anger and seek to be known by our love for one another 
(John 13:35). Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are My  
disciples, if you have love for one another.” Regardless of who you voted 
for, let it be your goal to show the world how to forgive one another and to 
love one another, just as Jesus has forgiven us (Eph. 4:32). 

Poteau First Baptist Church has  some unused, but  
older Sunday School Curriculum they would like to 

donate to a church or bible study in need.  Please  
contact Janie at Poteau FBC office for more details.  

(918)647-3474 

Set Free Ministry 
Dr. Jim Gardner, Ph.D., LPC 

(918) 413-5475 

Overcome grief, anger, depression, and marital problems. 
Affordable, Biblical Counseling 

Special Rates for LBA Church Members 
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LBA OFFICE HOURS:  
8 am-5 pm, Monday-Thursday 

Budget Summary 
For December 2020 

 
Requirements $  14,465 
Undesignated  $  16,095 
Over  $    1,630      

Special Thank You to the 
Churches/People that help make the Debt 

Reduction Possible: 
 

Bethel 
Big Creek 

Brotherhood 
Buffalo Valley 

Calhoun 
Cameron 

Falfa 
Friendship Baptist Fellowship 

Heart O’the Hills 
Heavener 1st 
Howe Faith 
Liberty Hill 

Loving 
Monroe 
Octavia 

Poteau 1st 
Prairie Grove 
Shady Point 
Springhill 
Stapp-Zoe 

Talihina 1st 
Whitesboro 

$
1
0
4
,7

7
2
 

 $-

 $50,000.00

 $100,000.00

 $150,000.00

 $200,000.00

 $250,000.00

 $300,000.00

 $350,000.00

 $400,000.00

 $450,000.00

 $500,000.00

Orginal debt 2017 2018 2019 now

$
1
2
2
,3

8
0
 

Comparing Jan. to Jan.  
since 2017.  

We are almost there. 
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Pastorless Churches 
 

Hodgen 
Howe 1st 
Loving 

Whitesboro 
 

Please pray the Lord brings the 
right man and family for theses  

churches. 


