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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
JESUS!!! 
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December is one of my favorite times of the year.  It is starting to get cold and Jesus’s 
Birthday is right around the corner.  I know this year will probably be different for all 
of us and it can be hard for those who have lost loved ones or have loved ones that 
are sick.  Several times over the last few weeks the theme of perseverance has been 
brought to my attention.  Scripture tell us to “Trust in the Lord” and “run the race”, 
but sometimes that is a hard thing.  I look around me and I wonder when things will 
change and go back to “normal,” but I am quickly realizing that is not the way to look 
at this time.  That scripture about running the race actually says Herefore, since we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand 
of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1-2 
 
We are not asked to run the race we want to run, or run the race we were running, 
but to run the race that is set before us.   God knew that this day would come over 
2000 years ago and he gave those words to the author of Hebrews.  It amazes me 
when I think about how much unbelief there still is in our world when the Lord so 
clearly loves us that he had these words penned so long ago.  But how do we run this 
race in this season?   We run it by looking to Jesus and let Him be our example in this 
crazy time.  We do it by following Matthew 22:37-39 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is 
the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ 
 
Love the Lord and Love your neighbor.  I got to witness a wonderful example of that 
this last week.  A few ladies in our area heard about a young couple that was  
struggling and new to the area.  After praying they decided to find every way possible 
to help them and were actually able to help in a grand way.  The young lady is a new 
Christian that just broke down before the Lord at her wits end asking for help and two 
days later her world was changed dramatically.  These ladies were the hands and feet 
of Jesus and showed the family the love that we all should show.  Honestly it kind of 
shamed me to hear about what was done because I knew of the situation around the 
same time and did nothing to help.  Oh, I thought about them and prayed for them, 
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but I was not the hands and feet.  This Christmas season 
why don’t we strive to be more like Jesus?  Let us give 
Him the best birthday gift and purpose to live more in 
love with Him and our fellow neighbor. 
Let us finish 2020 strong as we prepare for a new year!  
2020 has given us many changes, but one change that I 
am happy to announce is that we have called a new  
Director of Missions.  Through the diligent prayer of all 
of you and the work of the search committee Bentley Hill 
will be our new Director of Missions starting  
January 4, 2021. 

I am please to introduce you to our new Director of Missions,  
Bentley Hill and his wife Susan. I am sure most of you know this  
wonderful couple.  Bentley is currently the Director of the Carl Albert 
BSU and has served there for a number of years.  He grew up in 
LeFlore county and has been in almost every church in our  
association. They have two children, Samantha Wann and Brent Hill, 
and two grandchildren.  They both have a servant’s heart and a love 
for the Lord that shines through daily.  He will be in and out during 
the month of December so he can get settled and also finish the  
semester at Carl Albert.  He will officially start when we return on 
January 4, 2021.  if you haven’t met him, please stop by anytime and 
if you have then drop by just to say Hi.  I truly believe that he will be 
an asset in this role and will be a unitor of our Association.  

 
Over the years we have collected a 
number of Vacation Bible School kits and materials.  

We would like to offer these to any church who would 
like to use them.  We do not have a ton of storage in 

our building and they are not being used.  If you would 
like to have anything to help with your VBS, or just to 

supplement a children's program you are currently do-
ing we would love to help.  Please stop by and or call 
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 “Peace on earth, good will toward men.” Luke 2:14 
 

Christmas should be a time of joy and peace. When Jesus was born, a 
host of angels appeared to the shepherds praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” The coming of the Lord Jesus was celebrated joyfully because 
He was born to be the Savior of the world. He was also the “Light of 
the world” who brought light, and joy, and peace into a dark, dreary 
world. 
 
The world was a dark place, with sin and oppression all around. The 
Roman government was powerful and oppressive and King Herod 
kept a strong hold on the people. When he heard from the wise men that the Messiah was born, he sought to find the 
child and to kill him, and he slew all of the males in the vicinity of Bethlehem in order to destroy the child. This is  
violence and oppression like we have not seen in our times. The world was truly dark. 
 
This Christmas is unique, unlike any that we have ever seen in this country. We are living under the threat of a deadly 
epidemic and under the oppression of government leaders who want to shut down our economy, shut down our  
churches, and force everyone to celebrate sin and immorality. But the Light of the World is still here, Jesus, and we need 
to hold up that light for all the world to see, because the only hope for this world is Jesus, and He wants us to experience 
His peace even in these difficult times.  
 
Some people struggle during this time of the year because of tragedies they have experienced recently, or in the past. I 
met a woman at my job several years ago who told me she was not looking forward to Christmas because she lost her 
mother 16 years earlier on Christmas. She said that every Christmas she thought about her mother and just got  
depressed, so she hated Christmas. I told her that I was sorry about her mother and that losses can take a long time to 
heal, but I told her that I had learned a way to overcome grief and I would share it with her sometime if she was  
interested in learning about it. She said she would like to do that. 
 
The following week when I saw this woman again she said she was ready to meet with me, so we went to my office to 
talk. She told me that she grew up in Thailand and that her mother was very loving to her and was her best friend. When 
she moved to the U.S. it was very difficult for her to leave her mother behind, but she stayed in touch through letters and 
phone calls. One day her sister called her and told her that her mother was very sick and she needed to come see her, so 
the woman bought a plane ticket to go back to Thailand. Then she received another call from her sister who told her it 
was too late; her mother had died. She never got to say “goodbye” to her mother or to get any closure with her. 
 
I shared with this woman that there were two steps she could take to release her grief: 1) Make a thorough list of the 
things she missed about her mother, and 2) Say a prayer and ask the Lord to take her grief and carry it for her. She was a 
Christian lady and said she would like to do this. I wrote out two pages of everything she told me that she missed about 
her mother, then I led her in a prayer, telling the Lord each thing and asking Him to take her grief and carry it for her. 
She cried through the whole prayer and prayed in her native language, and when she gave it to the Lord she suddenly 
stopped crying and smiled. I told her to think about her mother and tell me how she felt. She said that she felt peace and 
joy; she was amazed and thanked me profusely. 

 
The following week I went to her office to check on her. I knocked on her door 
and she opened it and was wearing a Santa hat! I asked her how she was doing 
and she just smiled and pointed up at her hat. She said, “Guess what. I went out 
this week and bought a Christmas tree and I’m looking forward to Christmas. She 
had a wonderful time over  
Christmas, celebrating the birth of Jesus with her family, with joy and peace in 
her heart. 
 
The Lord Jesus came to bring us peace and joy. There are tragic things that can 
rob us of our joy for a while, but the Lord does not want us to be stuck in our 
grief or sadness. He wants to carry our grief for us and give us His peace, that 
surpasses comprehension (Phil. 4:7). May the Lord give you His peace and joy in 
this Christmas season. 

Set Free Ministry 
Dr. Jim Gardner, Ph.D., LPC 

Overcome grief, anger, depression, and marital 

problems. 

Thank you to FBC  
Poteau for being our 

drop off this year.  And 
that you to all of you 

who packed boxes.  We 
collected 1,387 boxes 

this year. 
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LBA OFFICE HOURS:  

8 am-5 pm, Monday-Thursday 

Budget Summary 
For October 2020 

 
Requirements $  14,465 
Undesignated  $  13,728 
Under  $       737        

Special Thank You to the 
Churches/People that help make the Debt 

Reduction Possible: 
 

Bethel 
Big Creek 

Brotherhood 
Buffalo Valley 

Calhoun 
Falfa 

Friendship Baptist Fellowship 
Heart O’the Hills 

Heavener 1st 
Howe Faith 
Liberty Hill 

Loving 
Monroe 
Octavia 

Poteau 1st 
Prairie Grove 
Shady Point 
Springhill 
Stapp-Zoe 

Talihina 1st 
Whitesboro 
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Pastorless Churches 
 

Howe 1st 
Loving 

Whitesboro 
 

Please pray the Lord brings the 
right man and family for theses  

churches. 

BOOK OF REPORTS 
We will be trying something 

new this year.  In order to 
save money the Book of  

Reports from last year has 
been posted on our website.  
If you would like a printed 

copy please feel free to drop 
by and if you would like one 
emailed I can do that as well. 


