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April 
The Hunt is Over 

 I love Easter time.  It brings back so many memories of church family 
coming together for food, fun, and fellowship. We would all dress up in our  
Sunday best.  The girls were eager to show off their colorful dresses covered 
with lace and frills. Even the boys cleaned up and presented themselves as 
freshly scrubbed little pigs, ready for the fair.  The church pews creaked as family 
after family filled the pews, and soon everyone was bellowing at the top of their 
lungs, “Up from the grave He arose, with a mighty triumph o’er His foes.”   
Everything seemed right and perfect on Easter morning. No one even minded 
that Mrs. Roger’s hat was blocking the view of the preacher for most of the  
service.   
 The day was too special to go home after the rousing sermon. Everyone 
simply moved outside where little specks of hot pink, blue, and purple dotted the 
church lawn.  The new plastic eggs today are fine, but you haven’t lived until 
you’ve heard the crunch of a stepped-on hard-boiled egg or sent one flying 
through the air at your buddy across the way.  Something about those colored, 
hard-boiled eggs made them taste better than eggs eaten the other 364 days of 
the year.  
 I remember one wild egg hunt where all the children were racing around 
the church yard, looking for those hard-boiled treasures.  After fifteen minutes of 
searching through clovers, under rocks, and in Deacon Jim’s overall pockets, the 
adults called a time out to count the eggs and proclaimed they had all been 
found.  One little boy yelled, “But there might be more just waiting to be found!” 
and that started another stampede of brand-new Easter shoes as the hunt kicked 
back into gear.  The adults shook their heads in disbelief, knowing the kids at this 
point were searching in vain. The hunt was over. 
 When you think about it, isn’t that really the whole message of Easter?  
From the book of Genesis throughout the Old Testament, God promised a  
Messiah who would bring salvation, peace, hope, and so much more.  In each 
generation, people searched for the Promised One.  Finally, as another Easter 
favorite proclaims, “God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus. He came to love, 
heal and forgive.” Through His miracles and through His message, He identified 
Himself as the long-awaited Messiah and died on a cross to demonstrate His 
love.  As if this weren’t enough, three days later, on what I imagine was a  
gloriously beautiful Easter morning, Christ rose again, proclaiming to the world, 
“The hunt is over!”   
 This good news makes me ready to celebrate, but it also reminds me of 
that Easter egg hunt so many years ago.  While we are dressing up in our Easter 
best, there are those who continue to look for “more” in this life, and their search 
is proving to be in vain.  Easter provides you and me with the perfect opportunity 
to remind these folks that there is no need to continue searching; Jesus is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life.  The grave is empty, our Savior lives, and the hunt 
for a Messiah is over!   
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In order to be good stewards of the 
funds God has given us we have 
decided to update our address list 
for the newsletter.  The best way 
we can think to update this list is to 
ask you as the individual if you still 
want a printed newsletter.  We are 
happy to send out as many as we 
need to, but do not want to burden 
people that no longer wish to  
receive it.  Starting this month we 
are asking you to let us know if you 
still want a printed copy, or prefer a 
digital copy, or both.  Please call 
the office (918)647-8271 ext. 0,  
email  
rmarrow@lefloreassociation.org, 
or simply cut the address out 
and mail it back to us @  
106 Flanagan St, STE A,  
Poteau, OK 74953.   
If we do not hear from you by May 
1, 2021 you will no longer  
receive the newsletter.  Thank you 
for understanding.  (If we have  
already spoken please disregard) 
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Heavener 
Trinity  
Baptist 

Would like to  
invite everyone to join 

them in celebrating 75 years with a Spring  
Revival starting Friday April 30th.  Friday and 
Saturday service will begin at 7 pm. Sunday May 
2nd Sunday School will begin at 9:45 and  
morning worship at 11 am. Following worship 
will be lunch and a time of testimonies and  
reminiscing about God’s Blessings over  the past 
75 Years. 
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Calling all VBS Directors and Volunteers.  
It is that time of year again to get geared 
up for the summer.  I would like to do 
something a little different this year for 
our VBS clinic.  There are so many  
wonderful options available for any size 
church with any size group of  
volunteers.  Lets explore some of these 
options together at the LeFlore Baptist 
Association on April 17th at 12 pm.  
Lunch will be provided.  Please RSVP 
with Rachael at the LBA office, or call 
me at (918)658-8402. 

Thank you, Dalton 

Needs your help. They have had several young ladies  
apply for staff this summer, but Jay still needs a few young 
men.  If you are interested please go to kbacamp.com and click 
the link to apply.  Please apply asap.  The deadline for  
applications has been extended. 

Kiamichi 

Baptist  

Assembly 

Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church 
would like to invite you to a 

chuckwagon meal and concert 
on April 30th.  Meal will be 
served from 6:30 to 7:30 and 
the concert will begin at 7. 

Pilgrim 

Rest  Pocola Trinity would like to have  
Vacation Bible School this summer and is 
looking for a church youth group to help.  
It would be a great mission opportunity for 
any youth group. 

 Pocola is also seeking a Summer Youth    
Intern to serve from Mid-May thru the end 
of July.   

 
For more information on either of these  

opportunities please contact Jeff Beshears at  
(918)436-2547 or jeff@pocolatrinity.org 

Disaster Relief Training 
May 15th 

Muskogee, OK 
Contact Bentley Hill at 

the LBA office for 
more details. 



As it Was in the Days of Noah 
“The earth was filled with violence.” (Gen. 6:11) 

By Jim Gardner 
 Genesis 6:11 says that in the days of Noah “the earth was corrupt and was 
filled with violence,” and Jesus said in Matthew 24:37 that it will be the same in the 
last days as it was in the days of Noah. I am convinced that we are living in the last 
days, and that the violence we see in our country is one evidence of this. Our society 
is full of anger and hatred and violence. 
 During 2020 when there was a preoccupation with Covid-19 there was a 
drastic reduction in the number of mass shootings in our country, but now that 
things are starting to return to normal, we have suddenly witnessed two mass  
shootings in one week. On March 17, 2021 21-year-old Robert Long killed 8  
women at a massage parlor in Atlanta, Georgia, and then five days later a 21-year-
old Syrian immigrant killed ten people at a grocery store in Boulder, Colorado. 

Once again, there is the cry from those who blame this violence on guns and who are calling for greater gun control, and 
on the other side are the cries of those who blame the violence on the lack of mental health treatment. In my 45 years of  
experience with violent people as a Christian mental health professional, I have come to the conclusion that the increased  
violence in our country is the result of the massive social changes that have occurred in the last fifty years and have led to strong 
feelings of anger and grief in our youth. In 1962 the Supreme Court removed prayer from our schools, in 1973 they legalized 
abortions, and in the next two decades we witnessed the destruction of marriage and couples began living together without  
marriage. The result was that many children grew up without a stable home with a loving mother and father. 

Researchers tell us that 40% of our children today are growing up without their father in their home, and this has  
severely impacted our society. Children without fathers are full of anger and grief which leads them to manifest it in the  
following ways: 

• Suicides: 63 percent of youth suicides 

• Runaways: 90 percent of all homeless and runaway youth 

• Behavioral Disorders: 85 percent of all children that exhibit behavioral disorders 

• High School Dropouts: 71 percent of all high school dropouts 

• Juvenile Detention Rates: 70 percent of juveniles in state-operated institutions 

• Substance Abuse: 75 percent of adolescent patients in substance abuse centers 

• Violence: 80 percent of rapists motivated by displaced anger 

Our young people turn to drugs to deal with their anger and grief and traditional counseling techniques do not help them 
overcome these feelings. That is why we are starting a new program to help them overcome feelings of anger, grief, and shame 
through prayer. It is called “Set Free from Addiction” and will be held at the Leflore Baptist Association on Thursday evenings 
from 6:00 to 8:00. The first meeting will be on April 1st and will begin at 6:00pm with a meal and some live music, then from 
6:30 to 7:30 we will have a meeting to teach the attendants how to find freedom from addiction. 

We still need volunteers to help with food service, musicians, evangelists, and prayer partners to help us reach out to 
those in our country who struggle with addictions. The director of the Leflore Country Drug Court is encouraging those in drug 
court to come to these meetings to learn how to be set free from addiction. If you are interested in helping, please call Jim  
Gardner, Ph.D. at 918-413-5475. We look forward to meeting you as we work together to help these needy individuals find 
freedom from addiction. 

Set Free Ministry 
Dr. Jim Gardner, Ph.D., LPC 

(918) 413-5475 

Overcome grief, anger, depression, and marital problems. 
Affordable, Biblical Counseling 

Special Rates for LBA Church Members 

LeFlore Baptist Association Page 3 

Gary surrendered to the ministry in 2004 at Oak Grove Baptist in Van Buren, Arkansas where 
he taught a couples SS class and was a deacon. After surrendering he supply preached for a 
year or so before becoming the Bi-Vocational pastor at Southern Hills Baptist in Fort Smith, 
AR. He later became full time pastor at First Baptist in Ratcliff, AR. After resigning he was 
approached by the local association to plant a church in Lavaca AR where he and Becky spent 
the next 10 years. They are currently serving at Buffalo Valley where they have been for over a 
year now. Becky works full time for the Veterans Administration. Gary and Becky have 2 
grown children and 2 grandsons. 
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LBA OFFICE HOURS:  
8 am-5 pm, Monday-Thursday 

Budget Summary 
For February 2021 

 
Requirements $  14,465 
Undesignated  $  14,452 
Under  $         13 

Special Thank You to the 
Churches/People that help make the  

Debt Reduction Possible: 
 

Bethel 
Big Creek 

Brotherhood 
Buffalo Valley 

Calhoun 
Cameron 

Falfa 
Friendship Baptist Fellowship 

Heart O’the Hills 
Heavener 1st 
Howe Faith 
Liberty Hill 

Loving 
Monroe 
Octavia 

Poteau 1st 
Prairie Grove 
Shady Point 
Springhill 
Stapp-Zoe 

Talihina 1st 
Whitesboro 
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Comparing March to 
March  since 2017.  

We are almost there. 
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Pastorless Churches 
 

Loving 
Monroe 

Whitesboro 
 

Please pray the Lord brings the 
right man and family for theses  

churches.  

After much prayer the banquet  
committee has decided to not have a 
banquet this year.  We are asking this 
year for you to pray about your church 

taking up an offering on Mother’s Day 
for Choices.  If you are one of our  

supporters we are truly grateful for all 
you do, but we would like to be able to 
help more ladies.  We are the “best kept 
secret in LeFlore County” but we would 

like to change that by advertising and 
visiting churches. Mother’s day seems a 
while away now, but it will be here in a 
heartbeat. Please pray about how you 

can help.   
Thank You, 

Angela Weaver 

Need a Resource! Our Library Can Help! 
 

Our library is even stocked with videos to help children’s ministries pass the 
time.  Did your kids fly through there craft?  Come check out a dvd to help 
fill in the gap. We also have several dvds for the adults as well.  Stop by the 

office and say hi while you check out what is available. 

Lets make this the month we 
get rid of the debt..  We are 

down to about $20,000 that is 
owed.  The Executive Board 
has voted to make April Pay 

off the building month.  Please 
pray about what you and your 

church can do to help make 
this happen.  We can do so 

much more as a Association  
together once we get this paid 

off. 


