
Th� PATH , Thanksgivin� Wee�! Novembe� 21-27, 2021

Theme: This week we will look at God’s call to us to live lives that are filled up with thanksgiving.  We
really do have a lot to be thankful for!

Monday - Psalm 103
Have you ever found a hidden treasure? Most of us probably haven’t.  When we were kids the thought
of finding the x that marked the spot on the map was very enticing, but most of us probably haven’t
found any hidden treasures.  Psalm 103 in the Bible however is a hidden treasure.  There are a lot of
Scriptures in the Bible about being thankful and about giving praise to God and Psalm 103 is probably
not the best known of those Scriptures but when you read it it definitely tells you that we have a lot to be
thankful for.  The psalmist calls us in this psalm to “bless God”.  This may seem to be a strange calling
to us, how in the world can we bless God?  The idea of blessing means many things Biblically, and one
of those things is to make known.  So when the psalmist says we are to bless God, He is calling us to
make God known.  This can be done by telling people about Him or by coming into worship and
sincerely lifting your voice in praise.  The psalmist tells us that we are to make Him known and then He
tells us why we are to make Him known.  We are to make Him known because He has given us
forgiveness.  He has pulled us out of the pit.  He has satisfied us and He gives us strength.  We make
Him known because of His righteousness and justice.  We praise Him because He is always fair.  We
praise Him because He extends mercy and compassion on us.  We praise Him because knows us even
better than we know ourselves.  We praise Him because He is worthy.  We praise Him by living for Him,
and walking according to His word.  We are called to praise Him and “forget not His benefits” (v. 2).
We praise Him because He is good to us and we have a lot to be thankful for.

Tuesday - Colossians 2
Paul is very direct and to the point as he writes to the church at Colosse, “as you have received Christ
Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.”  If you are a follower of Christ, don’t let your excitement for Him and
the joy of the salvation that He has blessed you with wane but continue to walk in Jesus.  Continue to
follow Him and do so with passion and with joy.  That is easy to say but let's be honest sometimes it is
hard to do.  Sometimes we get distracted, sometimes we get tired, sometimes we fall into sin and when
those things happen we may not walk as closely with Jesus as we did before.  The calling here however
is not to walk with Him, but to walk in Him.  We are to live our lives united with Christ, walking in Him
denotes a relationship, so Paul is telling the church at Colosse to prioritize their relationship with Jesus.
When we do that then we are able to more closely follow Him and walk with Him.  Walking in Jesus
enables us to walk with Jesus,  and follow Him without getting  sidetracked.  That is what Paul means
when he says we are to be “rooted and established in the faith.”  The foundation of our lives is to be
Jesus and we are to be rooted in our relationship with Him.  That relationship must be the most
important thing and when it is, we will treasure the Gospel and our lives will “abound  with
thanksgiving”.  What is Paul saying? He is saying when we prioritize our relationship with Jesus, we
will realize just how  blessed we are and that our lives will overflow with thanksgiving!



Wednesday - Isaiah 12
The prophet Isaiah wrote his book 1000s of years ago, and yet they are a fresh calling to the church and
to disciples of Jesus today.  He says in v. 4-5, “give thanks to the Lord, call on His name.  Make known
His deeds among the peoples, make them remember that His name is exalted.  Praise the LORD in song
for He has done glorious things; let this be known throughout the earth.”  This is a great example of
what we as the church should be doing and of what we as individuals believers should be doing as well.
We ought to be thankful and worship for all God has done for us.  We ought to “call on His name”, by
praying to Him and crying out for Him to intervene in our world and in our situations.  We ought to also
make known HIs deeds.  In other words one way that we praise Him is by telling other people about
Him.  And we are to help people (including ourselves) remember the goodness and greatness of God.  In
other words we are to live lives of intentional thanksgiving.

Thursday - Ephesians 5
Paul says here “speak to one another in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.”  I think it's interesting that
he says “speak” instead of sing.  Maybe he anticipates the I can’t sing response, so he just says to speak.
What he says we are to speak is interesting, we are to “speak to one another psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs.”  That means we are supposed to be lifting one another up and helping each other grow in the
faith.  We are to be thankful together but I believe we are also supposed to be thankful for one another.
Today is of course Thanksgiving and for many people that means gathering with family and friends and
eating and watching parades and football, but let's do more than just that. Let's truly take time to be
thankful for the people in our lives.  Let's be thankful for our families, let's be thankful for our friends,
let's be thankful for our church family, and let's not just let it be one day a year.  Let’s be thankful all the
time, after all God has truly been good to us by the people that He has placed in our lives.

Friday - Matthew 26 and 27
Today is “Black Friday '', a day of sales and shopping.  A day of getting up early and fighting the
crowds, a day of eating out even though our refrigerators are filled with leftovers.  Black Friday!  Have
you ever wondered where the term comes from?  Business refers to “being in the red” as losing money
and “being in the black” as making money.  So “Black Friday '' is called Black Friday because it is the
biggest shopping day of the year and businesses are hoping to move from being in the red to being in the
black.  Today is not really black Friday however,  black Friday occured on the day that we call Good
Friday.  Good Friday was of course the day that Jesus was crucified and it truly was the blackest and
darkest day in human history, so much so that the sun stopped shining from noon to three.  That day was
truly Black Friday because when Jesus died in the middle of the day when it was supposed to be bright
outside, a deep darkness covered the entire  land.  And yet we don’t call that day black friday, no we call
it good Friday.  Why? Because God the Father made good come out of that day.  He made good come
out of the worst day, and what was that good? It was our salvation.  We can be saved today, we can have
a relationship with God, and have our sins forgiven all because of what Jesus did on the cross.  So on
this day that we call Black Friday, let's be extremely and sincerely thankful for the real black Friday.
Let's be thankful for the good that God did for us, and let us rejoice in this day and everyday!


