
Th� PATH , Octobe� 3-9, 2021

Theme: Seasons change and time marches on.  This week we will look at some of what the
Bible says about time so that we might make the most of the time that God has blessed us with.

Monday - Ecclesiastes 3
Solomon tells us in this passage of Scripture that God has set eternity in people’s hearts.  What
does that mean? It means that we know deep down in our hearts that this world is not all there is.
We know that we are created to live for more than just now and more than just today.  One author
puts it this way, “God has given time bound humans a longing for timelessness.”  We were
created for more.  Perhaps that is why we desire to leave a mark on life.  Arthur Miller says in
“Death of a Salesman”, “we desire to leave a thumbprint somewhere on the world, this is a need
greater than hunger or thirst.  It is a need for immortality.”  We desire to make a difference
because we know we are created for more.  Our desire to make a mark comes from our desire to
live forever.  We feel this way because God has set eternity in our hearts.  We want to make a
lasting difference.  How do we do that? We use the time that God has given to us to serve Him.
We use it to love the people around us.  We use it to spread the Good News of the Gospel.

Tuesday - Genesis 3
There are a lot of difficult Biblical passages.  Some are difficult because they are hard to
understand, some are difficult because they contain names we can’t pronounce or places we
aren’t familiar with, and some are difficult because of the subject matter.  That is the case with
not Genesis 3.  It is set in the Garden of Eden and the people in it are Adam and Eve, that's fairly
familiar to us and definitely hard to pronounce, but it is a difficult passage of Scripture because
of the subject matter.  It is here in Genesis 3 after sin enters the world that we are reminded that
death follows sin.  We don’t like the thought of death, and yet here we are reminded that it is
coming to all of us.  Death leaves us empty, it causes us pain, it causes us to grieve and when it
comes to us it leaves us with unfinished business.  But thanks be to God that death does not have
the last word.  When the Bible says we are created with eternity in our hearts it means that this
world is not all there is.  Again we are created for more and thankfully through the grace of God
we are given more.  He prepares a place for us (John 14), He gives us victory over death (1
Corinthians 15), He gives us eternal life (John 3).  Take time to be thankful for His goodness this
week.

Wednesday - 1 Corinthians 15
Paul closes out this beautiful passage of Scripture by telling us to “be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”
We are all familiar with the phrase, “wasting time”, well in 1 Corinthians 15:58, Paul tells us that
when we work for the Lord we are not “wasting time”, in fact our labor in the Lord is not in vain.
The Bible makes it clear that one day Jesus will return.  He gives us eternal life through what He



did on the cross and one day He will return to set up the new heaven and the new earth
(Revelation 21:1-5).  What are we to do in the meantime?  Things that matter!  Those things are
working for the Lord.  While we wait on the return of Christ we are to be working for the Lord.
We are to be serving Him, knowing that what we do for Him will never be in vain.  It will never
be wasted.  God will always use it to expand His kingdom.  What we do for the Lord is
important.  In fact it is so important that in 1 Corinthians 3:9 we are called “God’s fellow
workers.”  Remember that today (and everyday), don’t waste time, redeem it as you work
alongside God to expand His kingdom.

Thursday - Ephesians 2:8-10, Ephesians 5:15-16
The Gospel of Jesus Christ beckons us to live in freedom.  It tells us that we are adopted as sons
and daughters of God.  We belong to Him, we are loved by Him, we are His children, and as Paul
says in Romans 8, nothing can change that.  That means that we are loved, no matter what, and
we aren’t just loved but we are loved by God.  In fact we can call Him “our Father”.  We did
nothing to earn His love, we aren’t saved because of how good we are, but because of how good
God is.  Our productivity or lack thereof does not change God’s love for us.  That means we are
free from thinking that we have to prove our self worth or earn people’s love.  We are set free
through the love of Jesus.  Someone put it this way, “that truth leads us to be wildly productive.
Why? Because working to earn someone’s favor is exhausting.  But working in response to being
loved is amazing.  When you realize that you are loved by God no matter what, it leads you to
want to be productive in your service for Him.”  Not because you have to but because you want
to and it is a loving act of worship.  Because of that Paul closes Ephesians 5 by telling us “to
redeem the time”, to make the most of the life that God has given you because He loves you.
You aren’t don’t it to earn His love, but you are doing it because He loves you and through His
grace you love Him (and others) in return.

Friday - John 1
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory  as the Only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” - John 1:14
When we talk about “working for the Lord” or about “redeeming the time” it should lead us to
ask a question, “how do I do that? How do I redeem the time? How do I work for the Lord?
What sort of things should I be doing?”  The answer can be found in the Gospels because the
Gospels are biographies of Jesus.  They tell us what He did and the way that He lived His life
and spent His time.  So if we are going to make the most of our lives we need to live as Jesus
lived.  John gives us a concise statement here telling us the overarching way that Jesus lived, He
lived with grace and truth.  He revealed God’s truth to people, He told them the truth, but He also
gave them grace and love.  How should we spend our lives? To be more direct, how should we
spend our days? Sharing God’s truth with people, living out that truth and giving people love,
while we point them to God’s grace.  That is what life is all about!


