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Theme: Thanksgiving has come and gone, Black Friday is over and we are running headfirst toward
Christmas.  I love THE story of Christmas, as it reminds us that “God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son so that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  I
love the power of the story and I love the lesser stories of Christmas as well (the wise men, the
shepherds,......) because they show us what type of difference the power of Christmas can make in our
lives everyday!

Monday - Matthew 1
When we think about the characters of Christmas most of the time we are drawn to Mary and Joseph or
to the wise men or the Shepherds.  We might occasionally look to Simeon or Anna but for the most part
when we think about the characters of Christmas it is just the people at the Nativity or the wise men that
we think about.  Because of that, when we think about Christmas Scriptures we think about Matthew 2
or Luke 2, but we don’t need to skip over Matthew 1.  Matthew 1 is the genealogy of Jesus and it gives
us a list of people in Jesus’ earthly family.  It is fascinating because it doesn’t attempt to take out the
scoundrels or the scandalous characters.  Tamar is mentioned as is David.  It is even mentioned that
David fathered Solomon by the one who was the wife of Uriah.  Rahab is mentioned as well.  It is quite
the cast of people and it shows us that even Jesus had people in his lineage that were less than ideal.
Why did the writer not clean up the list? Simply because those people were truthfully part of Jesus’
family and their inclusion shows us the power of God to change people and to change situations.  God
can transform hearts and lives.  Their inclusion also reminds us of the sinfulness of humanity.  It is a
reminder that we all are sinners and of course Jesus came to do what? Save sinners!  He came to seek
and save that which was lost.  Jesus’ genealogy shows us the sinfulness of humanity and it reminds us of
why Jesus came, so that people like us, sinful people, could be forgiven and redeemed.  He came so that
we might be saved.

Tuesday - Matthew 2:1-12
We know the story of the wise men.  We know they traveled for many months to get to where Jesus was.
We know that they brought Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  We know they were committed
to following the star, and that they show us that “wise men really do seek Jesus.”  We know all of that
but we need to think about what they were looking for.  When they came to Herod, the king, they said,
“where is He who has been born King of the jews?”  They were not just looking for a baby, they were
looking for a king.  Herod’s scholars add to what the wise men say they are looking for by quoting from
Isaiah and saying, (the Messiah would come from Bethlehem) and that “out of Bethlehem w0uld come
forth a ruler who will shepherd Israel.”  The wise men didn’t know exactly where Jesus was but they did
know exactly who they were looking for.  They were looking for the true king.  They were looking for
the shepherd and for the ruler.  They were not just coming to give gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh
but they were coming to give their very lives to Jesus.  They were coming so that Jesus might be their
Shepherd, so that He might be their ruler and so that He might be their king.  The wise men show us
how we are to live, following Jesus, and crowing Him our ruler and our King.  He is the good Shepherd
and we must follow Him.



Wednesday - Matthew 2:13-15
One of the details of the Christmas story that we don’t pay a lot of attention to is the escape to Egypt.
Herod decided to have all of the young boys 2 years old and younger killed in and around Bethlehem
because He wanted to make sure this “new born King '' was killed.  Joseph however was warned in a
dream to “flee to Egypt'' so that they would be safe.  Hosea of course prophecies, “out of Egypt I called
my son.”  God sent His Son to Egypt and after the death of Herod He would call Him out of Egypt.
Joseph took his family and fled to Egypt to protect them but it also was a fulfillment of prophecy.  God
knew precisely what was going to happen and what needed to happen so that Jesus would be protected.
This is not just a small detail, this shows us the sovereignty of God.  God knew precisely how Herod
would act.  He knew what e was going to happen so in the little town of Bethlehem He warned Joseph in
a dream to get to Egypt.  God is all knowing.  He is sovereign and He has all things under control.   In
just a few days we will be closing out one year and heading into a New Year.  We would do well to
remind ourselves of God’s power, His omnipotence and His Sovereignty as we head into the New Year.
Nothing will happen in December of 2021 or in 2022 that will take God by surprise.  We need to trust
Him and walk with Him, after all He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.

Thursday - Luke 2
Luke 2 introduces us to the shepherds.  They are out in the fields keeping watch over their flocks by
night when the angel of the Lord appears to them and tells them about the birth of Jesus.  They were out
in the fields because that is what shepherds do, they take care of their sheep, but they were also out in
the fields because no one wanted to be around them.  Shepherds were not well respected in society, in
fact they were outcasts.  God announced the birth of His Son to the outcasts of the world.  God cares
about the outcasts, He  loves the less fortunate, He loves the one whom society shuns.  He loves even
sinners like us, and that is good news.  In fact that is the good news of the Gospel.  Jesus loves people,
He came to save people, even the outcasts and the people that society casts aside.  That is the amazing
love and amazing grace of God.

Friday - Luke 2
The night of Jesus’ birth the angel announced Jesus’ birth to the shepherds, but then suddenly there was
a multitude of the heavenly hosts praising God and worshipping Him by saying, “Glory to God in the
highest and on earth peace goodwill toward men.”  The angels came to worship Jesus for His love and
power.  They came to worship Him because He was worthy of worship.  He is worthy of our praise and
that angelic song shows us how we should live - Glory to God in the highest!  We are to live for His
glory everyday, which means our lives are not our own, they belong to Him.  And of course Jesus came
to give us peace, which means we are to live at peace everyday.  The most important peace is of course
peace with God, and that peace is only available through Jesus.  That peace gives us peace within
ourselves and peace with other people.  Which means we should live treasuring the peace with God that
we have through Jesus and that we should live at peace with other people.  We should live loving God
and loving others, that is what life is all about!


