
Th� PATH , Ma� 9-15, 2022

Theme: We will continue to focus on our daily Bible readings as we use one chapter of the readings for
our devotional passage.

Monday - 1Samuel 12-13, Psalm 131, Acts 22
In 1 Samuel 12, Samuel is getting ready to step away from leading the people.  The people have begged
for a king so that they can be like the other nations around them, and God has granted them their wish.
Samuel however lets them know that they should have continued to follow God as their king instead of
asking for an earthly king.  He lets them know that their actions have been sinful, but even in the midst
of the sin, God is merciful to His people.  That is why Samuel ends chapter 12 by telling the people,
“Above all, fear the Lord and worship Him faithfully with all your heart; consider the great things He
has done for you.  However if you continue to do what is evil, both you and your king will be swept
away.”  God’s people have not only sinned against God by asking for a king, they have also sinned by
living in idolatry.  Samuel reminds them of that here and calls them to repent and to change.  God has
given them mercy, now they must respond to that mercy by repenting and ceasing to do the evil that they
have been doing, and then they must worship the Lord and fear Him.  They must worship Him faithfully
with all their hearts.  This is to be done above all.  In other words this is supposed to be their main thing.
Worshiping God and treasuring their relationship with Him is to be the focus of their lives.  It is to be
done “above all”.  That is not just the calling of the Israelites in the Old Testament, that is our calling
today as well.  To worship God and treasure Him “above all”.  That is to be the main focus of our lives.

Tuesday - 1 Samuel 14-15, Psalm 132, Acts 23
Jonathan is conducting a small raid on the Philistine camp in 1 Samuel 14.  He and his weapons carrier
approach them, and Jonathan has constructed a plan to perhaps raid the camp, depending on how the
Philistines respond to seeing him coming towards them.  In the midst of this historical record however,
Jonathan says something that is very New Testament Gospel like, “perhaps the Lord will help us.
Nothing can keep the Lord from saving.”  What a powerful statement and outlook on life.  Jonathan says
I’m going to trust God because nothing can stop Him.  The Bible repeatedly tells us that.  There is
nothing impossible for God.  He can do all things.  He is all powerful.  Nothing can keep Him from
saving.  Fast forward to the New Testament, nothing can keep Him from saving.  Not the lack of faith
that His disciples sometimes showed.  Not Peter’s denial or Judas’ betrayal.  Not the beatings, or the
scourging, or the unfair trial.  Not Pilate, not the Romans, not the guards surrounding the cross.  Nothing
can keep Him from saving, not even the grave.  Nothing can keep Him from saving, not the gates of hell,
or even Satan himself.  Nothing can keep Him from saving, not even the weight of our sin.  Nothing can
keep Jesus from saving.  He is victorious.  He is triumphant, and nothing can stop Him or the plan of
salvation.  No wonder the angels proclaimed when He was born, “glory to God in the highest.”



Wednesday - 1 Samuel 16-17, Psalm 133, Acts 24
When dew falls on the ground it provides nourishment to help the grass and the crops grow.  Oil is used
in the Old Testament to provide healing and refreshment.  The psalmist uses both of those images to talk
about the power of God’s people being in unity together.  When God’s people love one another,
encourage one another, and forgive one another it is like dew that falls on the ground or like oil that is
used to anoint someone for healing.  In other words when God’s people love one another we provide
nourishment and healing to the world that we live in.  We help to refresh the world if you will, by
pointing them to the things of God, and to His love.  The power of Christian unity is extremely strong, it
not only affects the church, but it affects the world for the glory of God.  That is why it is so important
for us to love one another, encourage one another, care for one another, and forgive one another.  After
all the Bible says, “they will know that we are Christians by our love.”  Who do you need to love today?
Who do you need to reach out to and care about? Who do you need to forgive?  Do it for the glory of the
Father and the good of society.

Thursday - 1 Samuel 18-19, Psalm 134, Acts 25
Psalm 134 is a call to evening worship.  It is a call to worship not just once a week or once a day, but to
worship at all times. Why? Because God is worthy of our praise.  He is worthy or us lifting up our
voices and our hands in praise to Him.  He is worthy of our dedication to Him.  He is worthy because He
is good to us and He blesses us.  He is worthy of all of our praise because of how much He loves us.
Take time today to praise Him.  Make it a family priority.  Make it a personal priority.  Do it each day
and then make it a point to join together with God’s family on Sunday’s to worship as well.  Let church
be your excuse for missing everything else.  Make worship a priority, daily, weekly, spontaneously
because God is worthy of all of our praise.

Friday -1 Samuel 20-21, Psalm 135, Acts 26
Paul is standing trial in Acts 26.  He doesn’t know if he is going to live or die.  He doesn’t know if he is
going to be set free or if he is going to have to spend more time in prison.  But Paul does know that He
must share Jesus.  Even as he stands trial, he has to give testimony to what God has done for him.  He
has to tell even King Agrippa that Jesus has forgiven him of his sins and that if Agrippa would repent
and put his faith in Jesus that he could be saved as well.  Paul didn’t know the future, but he knew that
God was with him in the present and that God loved him.  He didn’t know what would happen to him,
but he knew that God had forgiven him of his sins, past, present and future and that he was going to trust
Jesus and follow Him in all circumstances and situations.  He didn’t know what he was going to have to
do in the future but he did know what he needed to do and what he was privileged to do in the present
and that was to share Jesus with the people around him and give God praise for the love that He had
given him in Christ Jesus.  May the same thing be said of us.

Saturday -1 Samuel 21-24, Psalm 135, Acts 27
Sunday - 1 Samuel 25-26, Psalm 136, Acts 28


