
The PATH, May 23-29, 2022

Theme: We will continue to focus on our daily Bible readings as we use one chapter of the readings for
our devotional.

Monday - 2 Samuel 10-11, Psalm 144, Romans 8
Romans 8:1 gives us one of the greatest messages of hope in all of Scripture: “there is no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  In other words when a person repents of their sins and places their
faith in Jesus they are in Christ and at that point they are forgiven.  Forgiven of all of their sins, past,
present, and future.  Paul elaborates on that in Romans 8 when he says that nothing can separate us from
the love of Christ.  Once you are a Christian you are saved and nothing can separate you from Jesus’
love.  Salvation has nothing to do with our goodness or our works.  Instead it is all about Jesus’
goodness and His work on the cross.  We are saved through the blood of Jesus alone.  Some might view
that as a license to sin.  The thought might be well I’m forgiven so I can do whatever I want to do.  That
too is a faulty view of salvation.  The reality is we will still sin because we are sinners but we should not
continue to crave sin.  If we are saved by the glorious blood of Jesus Christ, if we have experienced the
love of God, then we will be changed and we will want to live life pleasing to Him, not pleasing to our
sinfulness.  The love of God saves us and the love of God changes us.   Live today in the freedom of
knowing if you are a believer that there is no condemnation, but live knowing that God loves you and
wants the best for you so spend your life following Him.

Tuesday - 2 Samuel 12-13, Psalm 145, Romans 9
In 2 Samuel 12 the prophet Nathan comes to David and tells him a story that infuriates David.  The story
is about a rich man who has it all and a poor man who only has one small sheep.  The rich man has a
visitor and of course it is customary for the host to provide a meal to the guest.  The rich man doesn’t
take one of his lambs however to provide the meal, instead he takes the poor man’s only lamb and uses it
to feed his guest.  David is angry and promises punishment to this man.  It is then that Nathan replies to
David, “you are the man!”  David has taken Urriah’s wife, David is a scoundrel.  David however
couldn’t see it.  He could see others' sins but not his own.  Other people’s sins, even the sin in this
fictitious story that Nathan told him, made David angry, but he overlooked his own sin.  If we aren’t
careful we can fall into that trap can’t we? We can be angry over the sins of others and we can even
quickly point them out, all the while not paying any attention to our own.  David’s story is a stark
reminder that sin crouches at all of our doors, and we need to be on the alert.  His story further reminds
us that we need to examine our own lives and repent of the sin and selfishness that is found there.

Wednesday - 2 Samuel 14-15, Psalm 146, Romans 10
The psalmist tells us in Psalm 146 that we are to trust God and follow Him all the days of our life.  We
should give him praise everyday! Then he says “don’t trust in nobles, don’t trust in man who cannot
save.”  Many people today would wholeheartedly amen those words but then look to a politician, or a
leader, or another person to save them.  The reality is there is only one Savior and His name is Jesus
Christ.  If we are waiting for another person to save us we will be miserable and sorely disappointed.
People cannot save, but God can.  Don’t put your trust in a person.  The psalmist isn’t saying don’t love



people or even don’t depend on people.  He is saying don’t elevate people to the place of Savior.  Don’t
despair if the right political party is not in office, don’t despair if someone doesn’t seem to like you,
don’t despair if you get passed over for a promotion or job opportunity.  Don’t put your faith and trust in
people.  Don’t depend on them for your joy or satisfaction.  Instead know that God is in control and put
your faith and your trust in Him.  He alone can save, and He alone can give you true joy, peace, and rest.

Thursday - 2 Samuel 16-17, Psalm 147, Romans 11
Psalm 147 is a beautiful song of worship.  It is a song that declares the glory of God and reminds us of
the love of God.  It is a song with the promise of restoration and compassion.  God is the one who will
gather His people together.  He is the one who will heal the brokenhearted and bind up their wounds.  He
is a personal God who personally cares about all the things that are going on in our lives.  He loves us
and when life or people or situations break our hearts, He is there to heal them, and to restore us.  He is
there to take care of our wounds and our hurts.  Sometimes we have a hard time looking to Him or
running to Him.  We may run to other things to heal our hearts, we may think the things of the world can
help ease the pain of our wounds but in reality they can’t.  The things of the world are like cheap band
aids, they lead us to believe that they are going to promote healing but in reality they fall off quickly and
are good for nothing.  In fact running to the things of the world to heal our broken hearts is not going to
make our hearts better but it will make them worse.  It will cause the wound to grow and our hearts to
break even more.  In our woundedness and brokenheartedness we must run to Jesus.  He is the only one
who can heal our broken hearts and bind our wounds.  He is the only one who can truly restore us.

Friday - 2 Samuel 18-19, Psalm 148, Romans 12
Romans 12 is that famous chapter that tells us “to present our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and
pleasing to God, this is your spiritual worship.”  Worship is not just singing songs or being thankful.  We
worship with the way that we live.  We worship by giving our lives to God and living life His way.  We
don’t have to sacrifice our lives, no we willingly give them to God as living sacrifices.  We are sacrifices
that are made holy by the blood of Jesus but then are also called to live everyday in practical holiness.
That means that everyday we are to seek and strive to follow God with all of our hearts.  We are to live
lives pleasing to Him.  This is an act of worship.  So let us make church a priority and let us worship
with all of our hearts.  Let us raise our voices in praise to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  Let us
also take time to be thankful throughout the day because God is good all the time and everyday is a day
to rejoice.  But let us also remember that worship goes beyond Sunday worship is an all day everyday
lifestyle as we follow Jesus and give Him the whole of our lives.

Saturday - 2 Samuel 20-21, Psalm 149, Romans 13
Sunday - 2 Samuel 22-23, Psalm 150, Romans 14


