
Th� PATH , Ma� 2-8, 2022

Theme: We will continue to focus on our daily Bible readings as we use one chapter of the readings for
our devotional passage.

Monday - Ruth 1-2, Psalm 124, Acts 15
This week we begin the book of Ruth.  It contains a fascinating story of love and loyalty.  Naomi has a
husband who dies presumably because of the famine that is raging in the land.  Their two sons have
taken wives during that time and after 10 years or so the sons die, leaving only Naomi and her two
daughters in law.  Naomi encourages her daughters in law to go back to their mother’s houses and to
find new husbands and to continue life.  At first both refuse, but then after some insistence on Naomi’s
part, the one daughter in law, Orpah agrees to go back to her home.  Ruth however is steadfast.  She will
not leave Naomi.  She even pledges “where you go I will go and where you stay I will stay, your people
will be my people, and your God will be my God.”  It is a declaration of extreme loyalty.  None of this is
required of Ruth, she is certainly free to go and live her life however she pleases, yet she chooses to join
herself to Naomi and to remain loyal to her.  This is a beautiful story of family, but it is more than just a
beautiful story of family.  I believe that Ruth gives us a glimpse into Jesus.  She is a forerunner of Him.
He has a covenant loyalty to His people that He will not break.  That is why Romans 8 is so powerful in
its declaration that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.  Ruth says nothing will separate me
from Naomi and God says to us through the person of Jesus Christ, nothing can separate us from Him.
God has made a covenant with us.  He is the one who forges the covenant.  He is the one who
demonstrates His love to us.  It is a magnificent story, but it is more than just a magnificent story.  It is
100% true.  We are in a covenant relationship with Almighty God not because of our love for Him, but
because of His love for us.  He initiates the relationship and He redeems us by His blood.  It is all about
Him.  He saves us.  The Bible points to Him.  He redeems us and keeps us saved, and our lives are to
bring Him glory.

Tuesday - Ruth 3-4, Psalm 125, Acts 16
Ruth 3 is one of those passages in the Bible that seems extremely strange to us.  Ruth goes to Boaz who
is to her a kinsmen-redeemer.  This person is responsible to care for a childless widow in his family, to
marry her, and to raise up a family with her.  Ruth goes into his tent and uncovers his feet and lays down
at his feet.  This gesture is saying to Boaz, “I am your servant.”  Now Ruth knows that Boaz is a
kinsmen-redeemer, so she could have gone to him and demanded that he marry her and take care of her.
It was her right under the law, but she didn’t do that instead she simply trusted him.  She didn’t demand,
she just said to him, “I am your servant.”  In other words “I respect you, I trust you and I’m putting my
life in your hands.”  Yesterday’s reading showed us that Ruth is a lot like Jesus in her covenant loyalty to
Naomi, but here Ruth shows us how we should act toward Jesus.  We should humble ourselves before
Him, we should say to Him because of the great love that He has for us, that we are His servants and that
we trust Him 100%.  Ruth willingly gave Boaz her life and we should willingly give our lives to Jesus as
well.



Wednesday - 1 Samuel 1-2, Psalm 126, Acts 17
1 Samuel 1 introduces us to another great person of faith.  Her name is Hannah.  She doesn’t have any
children and one of the other women mock her for not having children.  She is grieved in her heart and
because of that she runs to God in prayer.  Apparently her grief shakes the very fabric of her being,
because when she goes to the tabernacle to pray, the priest sees her and notices her tears and the fact that
her mouth is moving but no words are coming out (she is praying silently) and he assumes that she is
drunk.  In reality she is not drunk, she is just overcome with grief and because of that she is pouring her
heart out to God and in doing so she stands as a great example for us.  There will be times when life is
overwhelming to us, when we are absolutely speechless and maybe even hopeless because of the
circumstances and situations that we find ourselves in.  What should we do then? The same thing
Hannah did, we should run to God in prayer.  We should cry out to Him and we should pour our hearts
out to Him.  After all that is what Paul tells us to do, “don’t worry about anything, but in everything
through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God, and the peace
of God which surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians
4:6-7).

Thursday - 1 Samuel 3-4, Psalm 127, Acts 18
“Unless the Lord builds a house, its builders labor over it in vain.”  This is a powerful and true
declaration from God’s word.  The truth is we can try to build our houses, our lives, our jobs, our brands,
or our relationships ourselves but if we do we are destined to either fail or succeed at something that
doesn’t matter.  I think it was Charles Spurgeon who declared, “I’m not afraid of failure, but rather I am
afraid of succeeding at things that don’t matter.”  If you try to build life or your relationships or anything
else apart from the power of God and the will of God you may fail or you may be successful at
something that really doesn’t matter.  What matters is that you follow God’s will in building your life,
your home, your relationships, and whatever else and that you build in His strength.  That assures that
you will be successful and that what you are doing will make an eternal difference.  After all as the book
of Revelation tells us, “your work in the Lord is not in vain.”

Friday - 1 Samuel 5-6, Psalm 128, Acts 19
In Acts 19, God is doing extraordinary things and because of that a group of Jewish men attempt to cast
a demon out of someone in the name of Jesus.  The demon’s response is very telling, “I know Jesus, and
I know Paul, but who are you?”  In other words, what power do you have?  These men were thinking
that they could do something for their own notoriety and that it would be successful if they just
mentioned the name of Jesus.  The demon shows us that that isn’t the truth.  If you are going to serve
God with His power then you have to have a relationship with Him.  These men didn’t know Jesus so
even though they used His name they were still only operating in their own power.  This story shows us
their error and it shows us what the most important thing is and that is having a relationship with God
through the blood of Jesus Christ.  If we want to serve Him and make an eternal impact in this world,
then that is the only way that we can do so.  Having a relationship with Jesus is the most important thing
in the world.

Saturday - 1 Samuel 7-8, Psalm 129, Acts 20
Sunday - 1 Samuel 9-11, Psalm 130, Acts 21


