
Th� PATH , Ma� 16-22, 2022

Theme: We will continue to focus on our daily Bible readings as we use one chapter of the readings for
our devotional

Monday - 1 Samuel 27-28, Psalm 137, Romans 1
Paul begins what many believe to be his greatest theological letter with the words, “Paul, a slave of
Christ Jesus, called as an apostle and singled out for God’s good news.”  These words are a strong
declaration of Paul’s identity in Christ. He has been a slave to sin and to pride and even to a system of
religion in his past, yet Jesus has set him free from all of those things.  Much like the slaves that were in
Egypt, Paul has been delivered.  Jesus has set him free but now he chooses to join himself to Jesus as
Jesus’ servant or slave.  Most translations render the word servant but in reality the greek work means
slave.  Paul identifies himself as a willing slave of Jesus Christ.  Why does he call himself that? Why is
that his identity?  The answer is because of all that Jesus has done for him, Paul now wants to serve
Jesus with all of his heart.  He used to be linked to sin, and to selfishness but now he is linked to Jesus.
His relationship with Jesus is now the predominant and primary thing in his life and he wants other
people to know this.  He is also singled out for the Gospel.  What does that mean? It means that now his
calling, responsibility and privilege is to tell other people about Jesus Christ.  Paul’s description of
himself, really should be our description of ourselves.  If we are Christians then we have been set free as
well, we are no longer slaves to sin.  We are no longer slaves to having to keep a list of religious rules,
we are not longer slaves to selfishness.  Now we should link ourselves to Jesus Christ and live our lives
serving Him and telling others about Him.

Tuesday - 1 Samuel 29-31, Psalm 138, Romans 2
The psalmist says in Psalm 138, “I will bow down toward Your holy temple and give thanks to Your
name for Your constant love and truth.”  The psalmist says I’m making worship a normal, natural and
daily part of my life.  It doesn’t just happen when I’m in the temple, it happens regardless of where I am.
I’m going to bow towards the temple and worship.  That means when I am at home I’m going to
worship, when I’m at work I’m going to worship, when I’m traveling I’m going to worship, and when
I’m at play I’m going to worship.  When life is good I’m going to worship and when life is hard I’m
going to worship.  When I’m happy or when I’m grieving I’m going to worship.  Next notice what the
psalmist says about why he worships: “Your constant love and truth.”  The psalmist says I’m going to
worship because God loves me at all times.  These are the words of David.  He has been through good
times and bad times.  He has been through times of serving God and times of extreme sin against God,
but he says God loves me at all times.  (This sounds somewhat like Paul’s declaration in Romans 8,
“nothing can separate me from the love of Christ.”)  David says I praise God for His continual love.  The
word constant that is used there doesn’t just describe love however it also describes truth.  God’s truth is
constant.  His word was true 1000s of years ago, it is true now and it will be true in the future.  His truth
is constant.  It didn’t cease to be true today just because we don’t like what we read.  No God’s word is
true at all times, in all situations and to all generations.  His word is true and we should praise Him for
His word and we should make His word the foundation of our lives.



Wednesday - 2 Samuel 1-2, Psalm 139, Romans 3
Romans 3 paints a bleak picture of humanity as it discusses the sinfulness that is in all of us.  In verse 10
Paul says, “there is no one righteous, not even one.”  Then he discusses our words and how we talk, he
adds to that our attitudes and our selfishness.  We are also violent people who cause ruin and pain to
others.  The picture of humanity apart from Jesus is striking and sad.  Paul’s thoughts reach an apex in v.
23 when he says, “for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  If he stops there then
chapter 3 is a chapter of despair and hopelessness but the tone changes in v. 24: “they are justified freely
by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”  We are sinful to our very core but through
His grace God justifies us and redeems us.  The tone shifts dramatically from v. 23 to v. 24.  What makes
the difference? The grace of God that is found in Jesus Christ.  That grace makes a difference not just in
what Paul is writing, however that grace makes a difference in our lives everyday.  We are saved by
grace, and we are changed by grace.  Our hearts are bent towards evil, sin, and selfishness, but God is in
the business of forgiving sin and changing hearts.  He is in the business of breaking chains and
redeeming lives.  Take time to be thankful today that hopelessness and evil doesn’t win, but that God
gives us the victory through His work on the cross.

Thursday - 2 Samuel 3-4, Psalm 140, Romans 4
Paul talks about salvation, justification and even sanctification in Romans 4.  He goes back to the Old
Testament and reminds us of one of the foundational truths of the faith, “Abraham believed God and it
was credited to him for righteousness. (Romans 4:3).  How is a person saved? Through faith in Christ.
How is a person justified (that means to be made right with God)? Through faith in Christ.  It is all about
His work and not our work.  We cannot work our way into heaven, we cannot gain right standing with
God through what we do, we cannot save ourselves.  The good news is that we don’t have to, Jesus has
already done it all and paid it all on Calvary’s cross.  So how do we grow closer to Jesus? How are we
sanctified?  Certainly through faith, we grow closer to Him the more we trust Him and we will grow to
trust Him more as we serve Him, as we treasure and read His word, as we worship Him and as we talk to
Him in prayer.  The work of justification and salvation is all the work of God, but for us to grow closer
to Him, we must be willing to work to increase our faith, and to live for His glory.

Friday - 2 Samuel 5-6, Psalm 141, Romans 5
Psalm 141 seems to be a fairly typical psalm as David prays for God’s help.  What David wants help
from however is somewhat surprising.  He isn’t asking for God’s help as he goes into some sort of
physical battle.  He isn’t asking for God’s help as his physical enemies pursue him.  Instead he is asking
for God’s help as he battle the enemy of sin and as he goes to war with it.  David realizes that there is a
battle raging within him.  Further he knows that if God does not help him that he is going to lose the
battle, so he cries out to God for help.  The same thing is true of us.  There is a battle that rages within us
everyday and we will lose the battle, if we don’t really focus on the strength and power of God.  We
can’t do it on our own, but through God’s grace and His strength we can be victorious.

Saturday - 2 Samuel 6-7, Psalm 142, Romans 6
Sunday - 2 Samuel 8-9, Psalm 143, Romans 7


