
Th� PATH , Jun� 6-12, 2022

Monday - 1 Kings 13-14, Psalm 8, 1 Corinthians 6
1 Kings 13 is a strange passage of Scripture.  An unnamed man of God is given a message by God to go
and speak judgment to the king because of the idolatry of the people.  He does just this but then when
the king repents the man of God prays for him and he is restored to his kingdom.  In gratitude the king
invites the man of God in to his home for a meal of refreshment.  The man of God declines by telling the
king that God has told him not to eat or drink in that place.  When the man of God leaves he is met by a
prophet.  The prophet tells the man of God that he has received a word from God telling the man of God
to come back to his house and eat and drink.  The man of God listens to the prophet and he goes to his
home and eats and drinks.  God has specifically told him not to do that but now he listens to this prophet
and goes home with him and eats the food and drinks the water.  It is a story that is beautiful at its start,
as it shows us that God can use even unnamed followers to accomplish His purposes.  It is also beautiful
because it shows us a man of God forgiving and praying for another person.  It is beautiful because it
shows a man repenting of his sins and being restored.  Yet it is also a very sobering story as it warns us
to not let our guard down even in times of great spiritual success.  The man of God trusted in a person
instead of what God had told him and it brought disaster to him.  This reminds us that the ultimate
foundation for our lives has to be the word of God.  We must listen to Him and when people claim that
they have a word from Him we need to make sure that their words line up with His word.  If it doesn’t
then it isn’t from God because God will never contradict Himself.  We should learn from the man of
God about doing what God calls us to do.  He courageously confronts the king, then prays for him, and
restores him.  He also stands strong and obeys God when the king wants to reward him.  But then he
makes a mistake and trusts in a person instead of trusting in God.  He lets his guard down and disaster
comes.  We are told in 1 Peter 5:8 that our adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion seeking
whom he can devour.  Peter may have had this story in mind when he issued that warning to the church.
We need to be careful today to follow God, to cling to Him, and make sure that we are obeying what He
calls us to do.  After all, our enemy is still on the prowl seeking someone to devour.

Tuesday - 1 Kings 15-16, Psalm 9, 1 Corinthians 7
In Psalm 9 David says “I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, I will recount all of His
wonderful deeds.”  Then he describes God’s hand of protection in his life and how God has judged the
nations and rebuked sin.  David says these are some of God’s wonderful deeds.  I imagine that today
when we think about God’s wonderful deeds we think about Him touching someone and healing them,
or about Him restoring a relationship, or about Him saving a soul.  All of these things are great and
wonderful, but perhaps we should open our eyes and see that God’s wondrous deeds are even more than
just those things.  It is wonderful when He heals a person, and it is also wonderful when He protects us
each day.  It is wonderful when He brings healing to a relationship and it is also wonderful when He
judges sin or rebukes a nation.  The most wonderful thing that He does is when He saves people, and we
should pray for that and we should celebrate that but we should also pay attention and give thanks to
God for the other wonderful things that He is doing as well.  Things like taking care of the oppressed,
things like giving us a stronghold to run to in times of trouble, things like judging people with fairness,
and things like always being there for us.  Let us be like David and celebrate all of God’s wonderful
deeds.



Wednesday - 1 Kings 17-18, Psalm 10, 1 Corinthians 8
Psalm 10 is a very honest psalm of worship.  In it the psalmist wonders “why?” Why o God do you
stand far away? Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?  The rest of the psalm gives us details
into why the psalmist asks why.  The wicked are prospering, God’s people are struggling, and even
being mistreated by the wicked.  The wicked even pridefully say I shall not be moved, I shall not meet
adversity (v. 6), and the psalmist wonders why God doesn’t do something.  We may at times feel the
same way in today’s world.  Why are things spinning out of control?  Why are God’s ways being
ignored?  Why don’t people pay attention to God’s word?  Why do the wicked prosper?  Why? Why?
Why?  We may not know the answer to the why but we do know this, it will not always be this way.
Evil will be wiped out, sin will be punished, the wicked will not eternally prosper.  God’s ways are
always right and just and His word stands forever.  One day God will arise as the psalmist prays in v. 12
and then every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord!

Thursday - 1 Kings 19-20, Psalm 11, 1 Corinthians 9
Some of the people in Corinth are doubting Paul’s calling. They don’t believe that he is a true apostle so
Paul addresses those concerns in chapter 9.  He strongly defends God’s calling on his life and lets the
people know that he is God’s workmanship and that he has seen Jesus.  Jesus has set him free but Paul
willingly made himself a servant of people.  He was free but willingly made himself a servant.  Why?
He tells us in v. 19, so that he might win more of them.  In other words he became a servant of people
and a slave of the Gospel so that he might lead people to Christ.  Paul realizes that his life is not his own.
Jesus has set him free but he willingly takes up the mantle of a servant so that he might point people to
Jesus.  He certainly gave that church and us a pattern for living.  We too are set free by the blood of
Jesus Christ, but instead of using our freedom for ourselves we should willingly join ourselves to Jesus
and live as His slave.  We should willingly take up the basin and the towel (as Jesus did in John 13) so
that we might serve people, love people, and point them towards Jesus.  Our lives are truly not our own.

Friday - 1 Kings 21-22, Psalm 12, 1 Corinthians 10
Paul warns us to be aware of evil and temptation in 1 Corinthians 10.  He tells us to take heed lest we
fall, and then he gives us some wonderful news, “God is faithful and He will not let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear.”  Notice Paul doesn’t say God won’t lay anything on you that you can’t bear.
In actuality, God does sometimes lay more on us than we can bear.  Paul makes that abundantly clear as
he writes to the church at Corinth as well as he tells us that God did precisely that in his life.  He did
give him more than he could bear.  Why? So that Paul would rely on God and cling to Him.  He would
give Paul the strength that he needed, and here Paul says God will give us the strength to overcome
temptation.  Paul’s words in v. 13 are specifically about temptation, God won’t let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear.  God will give you the strength to overcome temptation!  That is wonderful
news.  You don’t have to give into sin, through the power of Jesus you can be free.

Saturday - 2 Kings 1-2, Psalm 13, 1 Corinthians 11-12

Sunday - 2 Kings 3-4, Psalm 14, 1 Corinthians 13


