
THE PATH , Januar� 17-23, 2022

Theme:The PATH for the New Year will concentrate on our daily Bible readings.  These daily readings
will take us through the entire Bible once, and the book of Psalms and the New Testament twice.  This
commitment to read the Bible will definitely transform us as God’s word is “living and active, sharper
than any two edged sword.”  This commitment will also take us between 10 and 20 minutes a day on
average but it will definitely be worth it.

Monday - Genesis 35 -36, John 18, Psalm 17
In Genesis 35 God calls Jacob to go back to Bethel.  Bethel is a very important place in Jacob’s life as it
was there where he had the dream of God coming down to him in Genesis 20.  Since that time Jacob has
not been fully devoted to God.  In fact he has wandered and in Genesis 34 he refers to himself as a
“stink to the inhabitants of the land.”  In other words his life stinks and he is having a negative impact on
those around him.  Genesis 34 is a very depressing chapter with rape and murder and all sorts of
problems.  In that chapter Jacob is at a terrible place, but when Genesis 35 dawns God calls him to come
to another place, the place of Bethel where he first met with God.  God is in essence saying to Jacob, “I
know you have made mistakes, I know about your struggles, I know that you are wandering in sin, but I
still love you.  Remember my goodness to you and return to me.”  Jacob of course does just that he goes
back to Bethel and builds and settles there just like God tells him to.  He builds an altar there again just
like God tells him to and he refocuses his life on his relationship with God.  Perhaps we need to do the
same.  Maybe we have become like Jacob, our lives are a wreck, we are wandering in sin instead of
walking in faith, and our lives are negatively impacting the people around us.  We may need to do
precisely what Jacob did and remember God’s goodness to us and return to Him.  Thankfully He still
loved Jacob and despite everything that was going on He still extended him grace.  God does the same
for us today if we just simply listen and return.

Tuesday - Genesis 37-38, John 19, Psalm 18
The psalmist earnest cry is recorded in Psalm 18, “the Lord is my rock and my fortress.  He is my
deliverer, my God, my rock in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation.”  We use a
lot of those words and phrases - rock, fortress, deliverer, and shield, so we know precisely what they
mean.  What does the psalmist mean however when he says, “God is the horn of my salvation?”  In the
Old Testament the word horn represents power and potency.  God is powerful and He is potent to save.
The psalmist is saying God is all powerful so God is able!  That is a beautiful declaration and it is
something for us to hold on to in this crazy world that we live in, God is able and through Him we are
able to handle whatever comes our way.
There were also horns on each corner of the altar (Exodus 27:2).  When the people gathered for worship
those horns were dabbed with blood to purify them and to make atonement for the sins of the people.  So
the horn of salvation not only refers to God’s power, but it would have also reminded the people that it is
God Himself who takes our sins away.  He is the one who gives us forgiveness and cleansing.  We need
to remind ourselves of that each day, because Jesus shed His blood on the cross, we are forgiven, we are
cleansed and we are free.  God is all powerful.  God is able.  God is the one who saves us and delivers
us.



Wednesday - Genesis 39-40, John 20-21 and Psalm 19
John 20 gives us John's account of Jesus’ resurrection.  He really focuses on Mary Magdalene and how
distraught she is over the death of Jesus.   She weeps when she gets to the tomb and she weeps when she
looks in the tomb.  She is so overwhelmed with grief that when she turns around from speaking to the
angels she is face to face with Jesus and she doesn’t recognize Him.  Her grief has almost paralyzed her.
But then something wonderful happens, Jesus speaks her name and then she realizes it is Him.  His
voice of love makes all the difference in the world.  It changes everything.  That is not only true for
Mary Magdalene it is also true for us, when we are touched by the love of God everything changes.  We
may be overwhelmed with life, guilt stricken or even paralyzed by fear or grief, but when we see the
personal nature of Jesus, and when we realize that He knows us and loves us, it changes everything.
That gives us strength, that calms our fears, that gives us hope and comfort.  God’s love is amazing and
life altering.

Thursday - Genesis 41-42, Matthew 1 and Psalm 20
Matthew 1 gives us the genealogy of Jesus.  It takes us through 42 of Jesus’ ancestors.  They are people
from all walks of life.  Some are rich and some are poor.  Some are respected, some are disdained.
Some are men and some are women.  Most are Jews but a few are of Gentile heritage.  They are a very
different group of people, but they all have one thing in common.  They are all sinners.  Some of them
are in fact scoundrels.  There are murderers, liars, adulterers, and even prostitutes listed there.  Matthew
makes no effort to clean up their lives or to camouflage their stories, he even points out that “David
fathered Solomon by Uriah’s wife.”  There is no need to edit the truth.  These people are who they are,
and yet they are all used by God for His glory.  That is the Gospel isn’t it? God can take those who are
scoundrels, clean them up through the blood of Jesus Christ and use them for His glory.  It is a
scandalous thing but a beautiful and wonderful thing.  No one is beyond the reach of God’s grace and
touch, and thankfully that includes us!

Friday - Genesis 43-45, Matthew 2 and Psalm 21
This portion of the book of Genesis shows us the power of love and forgiveness.  It shows us the power
of living with a Godly perspective.  Joseph was of course sold into slavery by his brothers and in the
years that followed he suffered many things.  Here he gets a chance to see his brothers again and instead
of taking revenge on them, he loves them and forgives them.  Joseph is certainly a forerunner of Jesus,
as Jesus does the exact same thing.  He was sold for 30 pieces of silver but from the cross spoke about
the ones crucifying Him and said, “Father forgive them for they know not what they are doing.”  Instead
of enacting revenge Jesus forgives.  What a pattern for life that is for us.  We need to be willing to love
and forgive the people around us and like Joseph we need to live with the big picture in mind.  We need
to live with a Godly perspective.  Joseph even says to his brothers, “don’t be worried or angry with
yourselves for selling me here, because God sent me ahead of you to preserve life.”  In other words
Joseph said God took this horrendous thing and made good come out of it.  He could have pouted and
kept his focus only on himself, but he didn’t, he chose to look at the big picture and say “Look what God
has done!”  May we live the same way for the glory of the Father.


