
THE PATH , Januar� 10-16, 2022

Theme: The PATH for the New Year will concentrate on our daily Bible readings.  These daily readings
will take us through the entire Bible once, and the book of Psalms and the New Testament twice.  This
commitment to read the Bible will definitely transform us as God’s word is “living and active, sharper
than any two edged sword.”  This commitment will also take us between 10 and 20 minutes a day on
average but it will definitely be worth it.

Monday - Genesis 20-22, John 11, and Psalm 10
Genesis 20 gives us one of those stories that is unsettling, but yet strangely comforting.  Abraham (one
of the great heroes of the faith) tells a lie to Abimelech to protect himself.  It is hard to read because
Abraham is known as being a man of faith and a man who is righteous, yet here he certainly doesn’t act
very righteously, nor does he walk in faith.  If he had walked in faith he wouldn’t have needed to lie, he
would have just trusted God to take care of him, but he didn’t, and so he took matters into his own hands
and he lied.  He is one of the heroes of the faith but here he lies, and he doesn’t walk in faith at all.  It is
unsettling because its hard to see the people that you look up to make mistakes.  But there is something
comforting in it as well.  Abraham definitely isn’t a perfect person, but he is still a person that is loved
by God.  God doesn’t turn him away because of his failure, no instead God continues to love Him.
Abraham is still a righteous man because God has pronounced him righteous.  He is righteous, but his
actions in this chapter are certainly not.  God doesn’t turn him away however, He continues to love
Abraham and at the end of chapter 20 when Abraham cries out to God, God hears him and answers his
prayer.  It is a beautiful example of the grace of God.  Grace that we get to experience each and every
day as well.  We today aren’t righteous on our own accord, we are righteous because God has
pronounced us righteous through the blood of Jesus Christ.  We may sometimes struggle to do the right
thing, and we may sometimes not trust God as much as we should, but even then God still loves us and
extends His grace to us.  Let’s be thankful today for the amazing grace of God.

Tuesday - Genesis 23-24, John 12, and Psalm 11
Psalm 11:7 says, “for the Lord is righteous; He loves righteous deeds’ the upright shall behold His face.”
This verse in conjunction with the story of Abraham is one of the reasons that I believe we must take the
Bible together as a whole.  If you just read Abraham’s story you would be tempted to think you can act
however you want to act and that God doesn’t care.  If you read just Psalm 11 however you would be
tempted to believe that God stops loving you when you make mistakes, and don’t act uprightly.  The
truth is seen when you take the two passages together, God loves us period.  There is nothing that we do
that makes God love us any more or any less once we are followers of Jesus Christ.  He declares us
righteous or upright based on the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, not on the basis of our works.  However
when we begin to follow Christ, we should act righteously.  We should do the right thing, and we should
want to do the right thing.  Sadly we will stumble and fall, like Abraham did, but God will still love us
and give us His grace.  That love and grace should motivate to follow Him that much more.



Wednesday - Genesis 25-26, John 13, and Psalm 12
John 13 is the chapter where Jesus washes His disciples feet.  He serves them in love and it is a beautiful
thing to read about.  Peter of course protests and says “you shall never wash my feet.”  Jesus responds to
him and says, “if I do not wash you, you have no share with me.”  He spoke those words to Peter but
they are meant for all of us, “if He doesn’t wash us then we have no share with Him.”  That means if He
does wash us and we are cleansed by His blood that we can be a part of His kingdom.  We are part of the
kingdom of God and the family of God through the blood of Jesus Christ.  When we realize this and
begin to live this way Jesus’ example takes on special significance because we realized He washed His
disciples feet and then told them to go and do the same (v. 14-15).  This means that as Kingdom citizens
we are to serve one another and wash one another’s feet.  We are to love others and put their needs
above our own.  It is what following the Lord is all about.

Thursday - Genesis 27-28, John 14, and Psalm 13
John 14 is of course the famous passage of Scripture where Jesus promises His disciples that He is
preparing “a place just for them”.  This promise is of course not just for the original disciples but for all
of us that follow Him.  It is a comforting passage of Scripture and one that I have read many times at
funerals.  Everytime I read it I’m struck by the personal nature of it, “I go to prepare a place for you!”
Jesus is telling His followers that He is personally preparing a place just for them.  He doesn’t give the
job away, no He lovingly does it.  He forms and fashions just for us the place that we will spend eternity
if we know Him as our Lord and Savior.  He is a personal God, who personally loves us.  He knows all
about our lives and about what is best for us.  In response to that we should love Him, trust Him, and
treasure the relationship that we have with Him by spending time with Him and living for His glory.

Friday - Genesis 29-30, John 15, and Psalm 14
David is a very straightforward, straight to the point type of person as he begins Psalm 14 by saying,
“the fool says in his heart there is no God.”   In Psalm 23 he looks around at his life and says everywhere
I’ve been, God has been right there with me, and when he writes Psalm 14 he is saying how can people
not see that there is a God.  The truth of God and His presence should be something that is obvious to
people, but for some people it is not.  Some people claim there is no God.  David says they are fools to
believe such nonsense.  How could anyone not see that there is a God?  Perhaps the end of v. 1 gives us
a hint, “they are corrupt, they do abominable deeds.”  Some of the people who believe that there is no
God, believe this because of their corruption.  David appears to be saying they are lying to themselves.
Some people think that God doesn’t exist so they can live however they want to live.  That is a foolish
way of thinking and one that ends in disaster.  The truth of the matter is there is a God, He is alive, and
He is in control.  He not only knows about all we do, but He cares about all we do.  So instead of
denying His existence, we should declare His existence by the way that we live, as we live not in evil or
corruption but in selflessness, love, and for the glory of the Father!

Saturday - Genesis 31-32, John 16, and Psalm 15

Sunday - Genesis 33-34, John 17, and Psalm 16


