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The
and the
A Message from
Pastor Mark D. Allan

“CAN’T SEE THE FOREST FOR THE TREES.”
It’s a phrase we have all used. In seminary,
one professor of mine, in talking about the
many practical details a pastor will face in
serving a church, reminded us of this truth
by saying that we can never forget the
larger picture of what the church is about
and why we are there.
I have thought of this adage often over the
past 18 months. We have all faced many
details, challenges, and tests. This is just as
true as we enter the fall, working hard to
build things back, while keeping on eye on
new variants.
There are many “trees” around us, in these
times. But let us not forget to see the
“forest”. All these details and challenges
we will deal with, by doing our best. But
maybe the best thing we can do is take a
moment to stand back and remember.

Remember that God is with us– that is his
promise.
Remember that the church has faced tests
(including pandemics) for 2,000 years and
always survived.
Remember that no matter the how many
“trees” we are surrounded by, our
purpose is still to live and share the good
news of God’s love and presence.
Remember our vision – “to share the life
changing message of Jesus Christ and be
His heart, hands and feet.”
I don’t think our purpose has ever been
clearer or more needed. It is easy to get
caught up in the minutiae of all we need to
do, or inundated by all we’ve dealt with,
but let us not forget the big picture. Let us
remember where we were and where we
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Pastor Mark D. Allan

Lord of the Dance

are. And most of all let us not forget we
do not walk alone. We have each other
and we have the God of the universe
leading us. He leads us as he has led his
people through the ages – from bondage
to freedom, from famine to abundance
and from despondency to hope. God is
always leading us to a better day and a
better place. That is the “forest” we need
to keep in mind.

Lyrics: Sydney Carter (1915-2004)

I danced in the morning when the
world was begun, and I danced in the
moon and the stars and the sun, and I
came down from heaven and I danced
on the earth; at Bethlehem I had my birth.
(Refrain)
Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am
the Lord of the Dance, said he, and I’ll
lead you all, wherever you may be, and
I’ll lead you all in the Dance, said he.

As we walk into this new season, full of
opportunities, let us really think about what
God has given us and what he calls us to.
In His name,
Rev. Mark Duncan Allan †

I danced for the scribe and the pharisee,
but they would not dance and they
wouldn’t follow me. I danced for the
fishermen, for James and John– they
came with me and the Dance went on.

Calling All Singers:
Past, Present and Future!
Toni LaPietra

(Refrain)
Christ Church Singers will be starting
rehearsals again on Thursdays at 7:30pm.
We are hoping to begin on September 16,
2021. Rehearsals are held in Lankler Hall, in
the building behind the church.

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured
the lame; the holy people said it was a
shame. They whipped and they
stripped and they hung me on high,
and they left me there on a cross to die.

If you like to sing and have never sung
with us before, NOW is the perfect time.
One of the few positives about the last
year and a half, is that we can start fresh!
We'll begin with vocal technique,
exercises and intro to basic note-reading.

(Refrain)
I danced on a Friday when the sky
turned black– it’s hard to dance with
the devil on your back. They buried my
body and they thought I’d gone; but I
am the Dance, and I still go on.

If you have ever wondered how you can
make a difference in our church, Singers is
one of the most rewarding and fun ways
you can do that. We welcome all ages
over 14. Rehearsals are Thursday evenings
as mentioned above, and Sunday
mornings at 9:10am on the days we are
singing.

(Refrain)
They cut me down and I leapt up high; I
am the life that’ll never ever die; I’ll live
in you if you’ll live in me: I am the Lord
of the Dance, said he.

For in-person rehearsals and Sunday
services, you will need to be vaccinated.
continued on next page
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Serving others

Our Annual Chicken BBQ

Our rehearsals will be hybrid, however, so
the unvaccinated can join the Thursday
rehearsals by Zoom and the Sunday
services on Facebook.

Saturday, Sept. 18th
1:00 p.m.—gone!
Be your own Door Dash with our BBQ
chicken take-out!

Contact me at:
musicboxstudios1@gmail.com and I will
put you on our email list. Feel free to invite
friends and family~

Each take-a-way includes:
1/4 bbq chicken; baked beans; cole slaw;
corn-on-the-cob; dinner roll; brownie &
watermelon— $15.00 (cash or check)

I can't wait to see you!

Drive up to the church to order your
dinners, & off you go without having to
leave your car.

Event Coordinator
After many years of faithful service Carol
Greiner is stepping down from our Event
Coordinator position. We are seeking
someone to fill this spot, hopefully to
allow some overlap so that this person can
learn from Carol. The role includes
assisting the pastor in weddings (and
rehearsals) funerals, memorial services,
receptions after, and coordinating other
rental events in Lankler Hall or other
church facilities. There is compensation
with this position. Please contact the
church office if you might be interested
in knowing more.

Welcome Back
Sunday
Sept. 12, 2021
(top left):
Fran Wathley,
Congregational Life
Coordinator (and
crew leader!)
(top right):
Howie Grenier
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Reflections

S·E·R·M·O·N·S on Audio
“Top 10 Things”
Here follows a
paraphrased summary
of Jon Olsen’s
message delivered to
Christ Church on
4/29/2018. His complete
message can be heard
at www.ccoqh.org/
sermons

As Jon says: … there’s….
#10. We have all traveled on a different path
and have come to know God in different
ways. We are all in different places on our
journeys, and travel at different speeds. We
need to be patient and understanding when
someone is not at the same point as you are
on the path.

Meditate. Pray. Be mindful. See the light
within. Put God first in your life.
#4. God gave you all the Time, Talent and
Treasure that you have, and everything is
easier when you remember that. When you
write a check to the church with your Egoself, it can sting; write it w/your God-self,
and it is easier.

#9. We all have part of the truth, but no one
has it all: no person, no church, no religion.
God is bigger and better than anything any
of us humans can describe or explain or
compartmentalize. None of us has Him all
figured out.

“May you
all have
lives filled
with
adventure”

#3. There’s a formula for happiness: when
expectations go down, happiness goes up.
Let go of worldly expectations; lift your
concern to God and prayers get
answered…..

#8. Church isn’t the building; it isn’t just the
Sunday morning service. It’s the people that
congregate and worship and volunteer in
fellowship, and organize, and sing, and
donate, and build, and make apple pies, and
host K-groups, and bible studies, and
Christmas bazaars and yes, golf
tournaments—and do this all year long.
They shine His light and share His message
with everybody.

#2. God pours out His Spirit (His blessings)
on everyone, everyday, no matter if they
believe in Him or not. See these blessings.
And count them.
#1. As the big round pin at the reception
desk of the oncology unit at Danbury
Hospital says, “Attitude is the difference
between an ordeal and an adventure.” We
can experience Heaven on Earth, right here,
right now. Yes, not everything on earth is
heaven. In fact, Heaven and Hell might be
the same place—but the one you
experience is up to you.

Jon Olsen (1968 - 2021)

#7. God does most of His work through
people; people doing His will, His work,
wherever they are: ...in soup kitchens, car
pools, workplaces… people in the world but
not of the world.

Jon closes with this:
“...The best oncologists in the country say I
have an incurable cancer. But God is with me.
My life has never been better. My life has
been full of adventure—‘Attitude is the
difference between an ordeal and an
adventure’. Put God first. He is the difference
between an ordeal and an adventure.”

#6. The Bible is alive. It speaks to all of us
differently and at different times in our lives.
You will hear and learn some of the deepest
things you’ll ever learn straight from the
Bible as Jon did, when he started making the
coffee at home and Laura wondered why.
Jon explained to her that God wants men to
make the coffee—that there’s an entire
chapter devoted to “Hebrews.”

May you all have lives filled with adventure.”

#5. Look inside yourself to see God.

Rest in Peace dear friend.
4

FACES AT CHURCH

Getting to Know Us — the Berlandi family
From one generation to the next……
Are you originally from the CT/NY area? Where did you [all] grow up?
Brian is originally from the Boston area. Katie grew up on Quaker Hill in Pawling in
the very same house in which her mother, Liz Allen, still resides.
Amelia and Eloise were born at Greenwich Hospital (2001 and 2003) while we were
living in Rye, NY. John was born at Northern Westchester Hospital (2008) while we
were living on Quaker Hill.
How did you find your way to Christ Church?
It is the church Katie’s family has been a member of for decades.
*Editor’s note: CCoQH was the Pawling church Katie’s maternal grandparents,
Ruth and Norman Vincent Peale, attended.

Ways in which you’ve been involved at CCoQH?
Brian previously served on the Council for approximately six years.
Katie was on the search committee that found and recommended
Pastor Mark Allan.

Who has been influential in your lives?
Our parents and grandparents, as well as many great current, and
former members of CCoQH, like Roger Smith.
Where would one find the Berlandi family on a typical day?
Brian works as a lawyer at his law firm. Katie works as the Dean of
Counseling and Psychology instructor at the Trinity-Pawling School. Amelia is a
junior at UVM. Eloise is a freshman at Boston College. John attends 7th grade
at the Trinity-Pawling School.
What do you all enjoy doing as a family?
Travelling, watching our children in sporting events, visiting them at school, golfing
and tennis, spending time at our beach club at Quaker Lake.
Is there a special place you all travel to and spend time at?
The HF Bar Ranch in Sheridan, WY!
How do you enjoy Christmas time?
We spend Christmas Eve with the [Roger and Betty] Smith family, and the day after
Christmas is spent with the entire Allen family.
What is one fact about both of you that might surprise others?
Katie was a dominant ice hockey player throughout high school and college. Brian
has been a volunteer fireman for 16 years.
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The Berlandi Family
(top photo)
Amelia, John and Brian.
(bottom)
Eloise with (no, not her
sister!) but mother, Katie.

MESSAGE Board

facebook.com/ccoqh

YouTube

Sunday Services Online

2021 Silent Auction

Being with us in person is the best way to
participate in all of our services (social
distancing in place). However, if this is not
possible, we are streaming live via FB
every Sunday: Facebook.com/ccoqh.

We are excited to announce that the 2021
Annual Christ Church on Quaker Hill
(CCoQH) Silent Auction will be held
(online at BiddingOwl.com) November 21
– December 4, 2021! We will email a link to
the CCoQH auction site several days
ahead of the start of the auction.

Our Own Channel
Short video clips “Time with the Children”
with Pastor Mark:
https:www.youtube.com/channel/
UCXWOLpz-d150ONUhTYEDTDg
You may subscribe to receive links each
week directly from this site.

The CCoQH Silent Auction proceeds play a
vital role in supporting our outreach
programs throughout the year. A
successful silent auction requires a wide
variety of donated items and services. The
generosity of CCoQH members, friends,
and local merchants is always amazing. In
years past, we have received antiques,
golf outings, gift baskets, technical
computer services, trap shooting, art,
jewelry, singing lessons, vacation
packages, food & wine packages, and
much, much more. Your contribution of
items, services, and auction bids are very
much needed and appreciated. We know
that members of the CCoQH community
will do whatever they can to help us in
this effort.

Livestreaming Reminder
Because we stream live, please be aware
that occasional candid images of the
congregation may be broadcast over the
internet.

Blessing of the Animals
“All things bright and beautiful, all
creatures great and small…” is how our
familiar hymn begins. We remember that
sentiment on October 3rd, at 2 p.m. on
our front lawn, as CoQH has its 13th
annual “Blessing of the Animals” service.
Our pets can be such important parts of
our families. This service will be a chance
to remember that God has created us all,
and that God blesses us all. After a brief
service, a blessing will be offered to each
animal. All (people and animals) are
invited. Please be sure to invite your
friends who may have pets.

Please contact Betsy Brockway –
betsy.brockway5@gmail.com,
(home) 845-447-4169 or
Donna Mangiafico – 912djm@gmail.com,
(mobile) 203 -788-7474 if you have an
item(s) to donate and we’ll arrange a
drop-off or pick-up time with you. This
year, obtaining donation forms and items
in a timely manner will be essential in
order for us to upload pictures and
descriptions to the online platform. We
thank you in advance for your
cooperation.

So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with
which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according
to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
—Genesis 1:21 ESV

God Bless,
Betsy & Donna

See Donation form for Important Dates!
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2021 Silent Auction Donation Form
November 21 - December 4, 2021
Thank you for supporting our Church’s mission! The bidding process for the silent auction will be
conducted using BiddingOwl.com, an online “virtual” platform. Details will be provided in the
coming weeks.
Please submit this form to Betsy or Donna at church or email by November 7, 2021. We will then be
in touch with you regarding the drop-off procedure. If you need assistance transporting/storing
your donation, please let us know. The deadline for item drop-off is November 14, 2021.
Important Dates:
Sunday, November 7, 2021: Deadline to identify auction items & submit donation form(s).
Sunday, November 14, 2021: Deadline for item drop-off/pick-up.
Sunday, November 21, 2021: 12:00 pm - Bidding begins!
Saturday, December 4, 2021: 12:00 pm - Bidding ends!
Saturday, December 11, 2021: Deadline for silent auction winners to pick up items.
With gratitude,
Betsy Brockway – betsy.brockway5@gmail.com, (mobile) 845-416-0930; (home) 845-447-4169
Donna Mangiafico – 912djm@gmail.com, (mobile) 203-788-7474

Item or Service to be donated: ______________________________________________
Estimated Value: $___________ Is there a minimum bid required? No/Yes If yes, $___________
Description (this information will be used to promote your donation online. What is important to
know about this item?):

Special instructions? (dates available, blackout or expiration dates, lead time for implementation,
transportation or other services included/excluded, etc.):
Donor/Business Name:____________________________________________________
Contact Name (if different) _________________________________________________
Contact Email/Phone/Best time to call: _______________________________________
Please send a Tax Donation letter by email to Name/Email: _________________________________
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Christ Church on Quaker Hill
Join us in Church
or Online!
Sundays 10:00 a.m.
(details inside)

Beauty:
The Invisible Embrace
Author: John O’Donohue
“When you take the time to draw on your
listening-imagination, you will begin to
hear this gentle voice at the heart of your
life. It is deeper and surer than all the
other voices of disappointment, unease,
self-criticism and bleakness.
All holiness is about learning to hear the
voice of your own soul. It is always there
and the more deeply you learn to listen,
the greater surprises and discoveries that
will unfold.
To enter into the gentleness of your own
soul changes the tone and quality of your
life. Your life is no longer consumed by
hunger for the next event, experience or
achievement. You learn to come down
from the treadmill and walk on the earth.
You gain a new respect for yourself and
others and you learn to see how
wonderfully precious this one life is. You
begin to see through the enchanting veils
of illusion that you had taken for reality.
You no longer squander yourself on things
and situations that deplete your essence.
You know now that your true source is not
outside you. Your soul is your true source
and a new energy and passion awakens in
you.”

Christ Church on Quaker Hill
17 Church Road
Pawling, NY 12564
Pastor: Rev. Mark D. Allan
Pas. Assoc.: Rev. Bryan Turner

Tel (845) 855-1188
www.ccoqh.org
revmallan@comcast.net
revbryanturner@gmail.com
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