
  

AS OUR COVID MODIFIED PLANNING has 
stretched into this fall, one of the many 
things we wondered about was our 
Stewardship season.   
 
Typically, we reach out to all our families 
inviting their financial support for the year 
ahead. And, typically, we have a strong 
response, and follow it up with a 
celebration potluck lunch.    
 
But this is not a “typical” year. It truly is 
one unlike any other. And as we approach 
this time when we ask folks to indicate 
their faith commitment for 2021, we know 
that uncertainty and concern still hang in 
the air. As we think about what 2021 will 
look like for the church, we also wonder 
what it will look like for each of us and for 
our families. We will all look back on this 
year as one “unlike any other”. But we are 

a church unlike any other. 
 
As each of us considers our faith commit-
ment for the year to come, I wanted to 
share a few thoughts: 
 
1) As financially challenging as 2020 was, 

because of your pledged support, as 
well as PPP funding, we have been 
able to navigate this year fairly well.  In 
my discussion with other ministers I 
think we should be pleased to have 
done so.   

2) Because we were not able to be in 
church for a while, and things are slow 
in getting back, it might seem like 
there was not much to do, but many 
people, staff and volunteers, have 
been working behind the scenes to 
keep things moving and to find new 
ways to do what needs to be done.  
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And while we can’t have our traditional 
potluck celebration lunch, afterwards we 
will offer a very simple coffee hour – our 
first one in a while. We hope you can be 
with us that day. 
 
Yes, this time is unlike any other, but God is 
with us and leading us into a new day.  Our 
gifts and support make possible the place 
where our hearts can thrive – and we can 
take hold of the life that really is life.  So, in 
these days, let us each prayerfully – and 
boldly – consider what this church, its 
work, and its place in our lives, really 
means.    
 
In His Name,  
Rev.  Mark † 
 
 

Faith Commitment Sunday! 
November 15th 
 
Mark your calendars and join us in-person 
or online for this important part of our 
family at Christ Church. 
 
Please be on the lookout for the packet 
you will receive in the mail shortly 
containing information and a Faith 
Commitment card.  
 
The events of 2020 makes your support 
going forward especially important.  
Stewardship speakers will tell us more on 
the Sundays of Nov. 1, 8, and 15.   
 
On the 15th, there will be a special, but 
simple, “welcome back to coffee hour.” 
 
We hope you can make it. 
 
 

3) We should also feel gratified that our 
outreach efforts (especially the Lunch 
Box soup kitchen and Midnight Run), 
though slightly modified, have 
continued through the entire 
pandemic.  

4) In some ways I think 2021 will be a 
greater challenge. Though, we pray, 
things will get back to a more normal 
status, it seems clear that we will 
need flexibility, faith and a willingness 
to find new ways forward. This will 
need dedication and your support. 

 
I think the coming months are also an 
opportunity for us as a church. It is a 
chance to see what our church means to 
us. And it is a time when we can step up 
to do what we do best – share good 
news, serve others, and offer hope. This is 
our stock-in-trade. It is why we are here. 
The ”good news” doesn’t change but 
how we share it almost certainly will. 
Again, this will take the support and help 
of all of us.  But there are new and greater 
opportunities in the middle of this time. 
 
In the coming days you will receive a 
packet in the mail inviting you to consider 
how we move forward and how you 
might support those efforts. Our Faith 
Commitment Sunday will be Nov. 15th this 
year. You can return your faith commit-
ment card to the church in advance, or 
bring it that day. We are also seeking to 
offer a way to submit the card through 
our website.   

Mark’s message continued from cover page 
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HI EVERYONE! IT HAS CERTAINLY BEEN a 
while since we’ve spoken. A LOT has 
happened. It seems like only a couple of 
weeks ago we were celebrating our best 
Stewardship Season ever and we were 
writing you all thank you letters and 
Spring 2020 was just around the corner 
and WHAM! 
 
…Hello Coronavirus and COVID-19. 
 
The world around us changed very 
suddenly. The State of New York came to 
a near standstill for weeks. Employers 
were forced to send their employees to 
work from home. Churches were forced to 
stop live worship and other fellowship 
services. Many businesses had to simply 
shut down. 
 
We learned new terms like “the situation 
is FLUID” and “social distancing” and 
“essential workers” and “PPP” and 
“reduced salary?”  
 
Some of us know people who got Covid-
19. Some of you are those people! 
 
We sheltered in place, rationed toilet 
paper, learned how to efficiently grocery 
shop with as few trips as possible, and we 
grew our hair like it was the ‘70s again 
(well, those of us who could, did.)  
 
As suddenly as everything changed, our 
wonderful and fearless leader Mark 
“We’ve Got This” Allan, started our church 
adapting and evolving. We went from 
delayed audio recordings of our sermons 
to live streaming on the internet in less 
time then it took some of us to use up our 
first bottle of bleach! 
 
 

 
 
 
Our church staff handled the PPP  
applications and worked to maintain the 
Nursery School and its staff. Our Buildings 
and Grounds committee kept the 
improvements going as soon as we were 
legally able. Our Prayer Chain was on 
double time. Our Church Council learned 
how to meet with Zoom meetings to 
understand the implications of a pandemic 
and how we can and should continue 
regardless of it. Our wonderful church 
even continued with its community 
outreach! 
 
Do you know what else our awesome 
church kept doing? We did what I consider 
a great job of keeping up with our regular 
contributions to our annual pledges! Sure, 
we are a little behind the actual year to 
date budget, but no more than we usually 
are during a non-Coronavirus year! (and 
our expenses are a little behind too, so 
through God’s grace, everything is 
working out!)  
 
Bottom line, thank you for your 
continued support of our wonderful 
church and all Christ Church on Quaker 
Hill does for our congregation and our 
community, and get ready because we 
are about to set out on Stewardship 
Season 2021 as we prepare and plan (as 
best we can) for all the “fluid” adventure 
that lies ahead of us. While we are not 
out of the woods yet, and 2021 may prove 
to be a bigger challenge than even this 
year, our faithful Pastor Mark is ready to 
lead us in faith, flexibility, and a 
willingness to find new ways forward! 
 
Thank you and Peace be with you all! 
 
 

Stewardship  

An Update from Your Friendly Neighborhood Stewardship Team! 
Jon Olsen, Chairperson  
Stewardship Committee 
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Sunday Services Online 
Being with us in person is the best way to 
participate in all of our services (social 
distancing is in place). However, if this is 
not possible, we are streaming live via 
FaceBook every Sunday. Over the 
Christmas period we will be adding more. 
For complete details go to our  website at 
www.ccoqh.org. 
 
 
Our Own Channel 
In addition to streaming our services on 
FaceBook, Christ Church now has its own 
YouTube channel for featuring short clips, 
“Time with the Children” with Pastor 
Mark. You may subscribe to receive links 
each week directly from the YouTube site. 
 
 
Wedding Bells 
Best wishes to Marielle Campbell and 
George Murphy who were married on 
October 11th with Rev Mark officiating. 
Marielle is the daughter of Bart and Noel 
Campbell.   
 

YouTube 

Church Notices 

Another Great Success! 
Linda Chase 
 
Our annual chicken BBQ was an amazing 
success! This year, we had to be creative 
and, I believe, we put on our thinking 
caps and came up with some fresh new 
ways to get our delicious meals to the 
hungry community.   
 
On Saturday, September 19, the sun 
shone brightly. Thanks to the “pit crew,” 
the charcoals were lit early in the day. 
The tables were decorated with our 
official red and white check table cloths. 
The husking professionals got the bag of 
delicious Dykeman sweet corn ready to 
drop in the large pots. Carol’s homemade 
baked beans arrived already in their 
individual containers. Deb pulled up with 
yummy cole slaw ready to distribute. 
Chicken was put on the grill...Texas 
Roadhouse rolls… watermelon sliced and 
packaged…brownies baked for dessert 
and the feast was ready by noon. 
 
The cars started arriving.  Delicious meals 
were packaged and ready to distribute 
for our take out service. Happy customers. 
There were about 100 chickens (white 
and dark meat) with all the fixings. 
By 1:30 we were sold out!!! 
 
Many thanks to all the helpers that made 
The Annual Christ Church Chicken BBQ a 
great success. Thank you, Paul Ruane, for 
supplying those wonderful chickens again 
this year. Thank you to the shoppers, the 
set up crew, the bakers, the advertisers, 
the buyers, those who cleaned up, those 
who passed out meals to the drive-by 
cars, the diners, the ticket sellers. And, a 
giant thank you to Fran, who leads us to 
this successful BBQ year after year. But, as 
Fran likes to say, “There is no “I” in team.”  
 
It was a great team, indeed on Saturday! 

facebook.com/ccoqh 

Exercise daily.   
Walk with the Lord. 
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It’s Back! …  
Starting Sunday, November 
15th: join us after church 
services for a cup of 
coffee and treat (social 
distancing in place).  
 
 

Jot these down... 
November 
1 Stewardship speaker 
 Silent Auction item info due 
8 Stewardship speaker 
15 Stewardship speaker/

Consecration Sunday 
29 First Sunday of Advent 
 
December 
11  Midnight Run 
21 Longest Night Service 
24 Christmas Eve Services 
 4:00 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.  
 outside, weather-permitting 
 10:00 p.m.  
 inside 
 
 4:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m. 
 both to be streamed online 
 
Note: our Epiphany Walk w/area 
churches—TBD 
 
For an updated calendar of events, 
refer to www.ccoqh.org/calendar  

Reaching Out 

How We Help Others 
Kevin Kitowski  
(kevin.kitowski@me.com) 
 
Pitching in by our Outreach team and 
many others, means we continue to 
support the Lunch Box in Poughkeepsie 
with their contact-free dinner service.  
 
Again, on the fourth Friday in August and 
September, we joined together and 
cooked a hot meal to help them out (they 
served it).  
 
We aim to continue this in the coming 
months with everyone’s help. Your 
continued support is especially welcome 
in these most difficult times. 
 
A Midnight Run was also undertaken on 
Friday, September 11th, —this solemn 
anniversary not being lost on any of us. It 
was a subdued, contactless run, with only 
bagged meals and underwear/socks/
toiletry bags. We served 40+ very grateful 
homeless folks.  
 
The next Midnight Run will be December 
11th. Your contribution to these worthy 
causes is greatly appreciated. Please 
consider offering your help if you can find 
the time. Contact me or the church office. 
 
 
Friends and Family 
Keeping in touch with your friends at 
Christ Church is easier than ever with the 
new church directory just published. 
Thanks to everyone for your updates. 
 
 
Have a Special Event? 
Need a beautiful “kitchen set-up” with 
facilities? Our newly-renovated kitchen at 
Lankler Hall is available for your event. For 
more information contact Carol Greiner 
at: jensmom1273@comcast.net 

Our kitchen at Lankler Hall 
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Bazaar & Silent Auction 
The Christ Church on Quaker Hill (CCoQH) Annual Christmas Bazaar and Silent Auction 
proceeds play a vital role in supporting our outreach programs throughout the year. We 
are happy to announce that we will continue with our pre-ordered decorated wreaths 
for purchase as well as the Silent Auction this year. 
 
We will not be holding an onsite Bazaar open to the public on December 5.  Instead, we 
are encouraging the various Table Heads to put representative ‘lots’ or items in the 
Silent Auction. The Silent Auction will be conducted using safety precautions for our 
congregation and community. The items’ display and bidding process will be via an 
online ‘virtual’ platform. Purchased items will have assigned pick up times for delivery to 
one’s car. Details will be forthcoming. 
 
A successful Silent Auction requires a wide variety of donated items and services. The 
generosity of CCOQH members, friends, and local merchants is always amazing. In years 
past, we have received antiques, golf outings, gift baskets, technical computer services, 
trap shooting, art, jewelry, singing lessons, vacation packages, food & wine packages, 
and much, much more. 
 
This has been a tough year emotionally and financially for many. We understand that 
some of our usual donations may not happen due to safety concerns or other 
extenuating circumstances. At the same time, we know that the need for outreach is 
greater than ever. Your contribution of items, services, and auction bids are very much 
needed and appreciated. We know that members of the CCOQH community will do 
whatever they can to help us in this effort. 
 
For questions or to run ideas by us, contact: 
Betsy Brockway betsy.brockway5@gmail.com 
cell: (845) 416-0930 
home: (845) 447-4169  -or-  
 
Donna Mangiafico 
912djm@gmail.com  
cell: (203) 788-7474  
 
This year, obtaining donation forms and items in a timely manner will be essential in order 
for us to upload pictures and descriptions to the online platform. Our deadline to have 
items on hand or confirmed is November 1st. We thank you in advance for your 
cooperation. 
 
God Bless,  
Betsy & Donna 
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Silent Auction Donation Form 
Deadline: November 1, 2020 

 
Thank you for supporting our Church’s mission!  
This year, the Silent Auction will be conducted using safety precautions for our congregation and 
community. The items display and bidding process will be via an online “virtual” platform. 
 
Please submit this donation form by November 1st to the church or via e-mail to either: 
Betsy Brockway: betsy.brockway5@gmail.com · cell (845) 416-0930 · home  (845) 447-4169   -or- 
Donna Mangiafico: 912djm@gmail.com · cell (203) 788-7474 
We will be in touch with you soon thereafter regarding the drop-off procedure. If you need assistance 
transporting/storing your donation, let us know. It is vital to have the items or descriptions on hand in 
order to post successfully and visually by photo on the website platform for the online Silent Auction.   
 
With our gratitude, Betsy & Donna 

 
 
Item or Service Donated:         
Description: (Please bear in mind, this information will be used to promote your donation online.  
What is important to know about this item?) 
 
 
 
 
Estimated value: $___________________ Minimum bid req’d? No/Yes. If Yes, $_____________ 
 
Any special instructions? (dates available, blackout or expiration date for service, lead time for 
implementation, transportation or other services included, etc.): 
 
 
 

Donor Information          
Donor/Business name:  
 
E-mail: 
 
Cell (and best time to call?/text available?): 

❑ Please send a Tax Donation letter to me by email 
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Thanks to Barb Vogel for this submission: 
Beginning November 29 
www.adventword.org 
 

Global Prayer 
For the seventh year in a row, 
#AdventWord will gather prayers via a 
global, online Advent calendar. Virginia 
Theological Seminary (VTS) is offering 
meditations and images during this holy 
season beginning Sunday, November 29.  
 
Images and meditations can be 
experienced via the #AdventWord website, 
direct daily emails, as well as on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter, and ASL videos via 
YouTube. This year, meditations will also 
be available in English and Spanish. 
 
“It’s so easy in the noise of December to lose 
sight of the privilege of waiting for the 
arrival of the Christ Child. This brilliant idea 
invites us all to pause every day of Advent—
to pray, think, and respond. The beauty in 
the response is a calendar that will be 
shared with others.” -R-ev. Ian Markham, 
Dean and President, VTS 
 
How Does It Work? 
• Sign-up for the daily emails. Visual and 

daily meditations are delivered each 
morning to your inbox. 

• Follow AdventWord on Instagram, 
Facebook or Twitter to see the same 
visual and written meditations. 

Fun with Beads! 
Gail Burweger (845) 855-1945 
 
Have a need to keep your fingers moving?  
Why not make something to bring a smile 
to someone’s face? They also make  
beautiful Christmas gifts. I have assorted  
beads here at home and I thought it would 
be fun to share my excitement!   
 
How about meeting in Lankler Hall from 
10:00 a.m. - noon on: 
Saturday, Nov 7th     
Wednesday, Nov 11th  
Saturday, Nov 14th   
 
Please let me know 
that you will be 
coming at any one 
time so I can be sure 
to have enough 
materials. 

Hope to see you there!  

iPad? iPod? iPhone?  
— try iPray!—  

As the saying goes:  
“It’s the original wireless connection.”  
 
The strength of our prayers has 
helped so many of our church friends 
and members. We have a prayer chain 
of 65 caring people (and the # keeps 
growing). Whether you would like to 
participate, or have someone close to 
you that could benefit in prayer, 
please contact Linda Chase 
(ragtime49@aol.com) or the church 
office, and they’ll be happy to help. ♥ 

Prayer & Beads 

For imaging purposes only; photo may 

not represent actual beads on hand. 

Join an 
international 

community in 
prayer to explore 

the mystery and 

wonder of 
Advent! 

https://vts.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=81191640565cfef85d9ce1249&id=5952492385&e=f57ef4e5d7
https://vts.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=81191640565cfef85d9ce1249&id=3d87ff9140&e=f57ef4e5d7
https://vts.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=81191640565cfef85d9ce1249&id=66deb3f10b&e=f57ef4e5d7
https://vts.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=81191640565cfef85d9ce1249&id=bc98d830bd&e=f57ef4e5d7
http://adventword.org/?page_id=2311
http://www.facebook.com/adventwordorg
http://www.twitter.com/adventword
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Faces at Church 

Eight bells and counting… 
 
Tell us about your formative years... 
I grew up in Somers and Bedford, NY.    
Graduated later [from what is now 
called] Lynchburg University with a B.A. 
in History & Minor in Art History.   
 
You and Bob have been married…  
28 years?  
Yes; met after college. He was working 
for his brother-law at the Mobil service 
station in Bedford and I was working in 
Stamford, CT. You could say that I 
married my auto mechanic.  
 
Church background? 
The First Presbyterian Church of 
Katonah. I grew up in this church, 
baptized, ordained as a Ruling Elder & 
installed as a Deacon.   
 
How did you and Bob find your way to 
Christ Church? 
When Bob and I moved to Pawling in 
‘93, our minister in Katonah, the Rev. 
Bruce R. White, told us “if you feel the 
need to have a church closer to home - 
you would find it at Christ Church on 
Quaker Hill.”  
 
Family life? 
Bob and I have two wonderful 
daughters. CCoQH has had the pleasure 
of seeing Meghan & Morgan grow up to 
be amazing young women. Meghan is a 
junior at Massachusetts Maritime 
Academy, studying Marine Science, 
Safety & Environmental 
Protection. Morgan is a freshman at 
WPI (Worcester Polytechnic Institute) 
studying Computer Engineering.  

 
 
CCoQH activities you’re 
involved in? 
I work at the Bazaar, help with 
The Midnight Run, have served 
as a Congregational Life Elder 
for many years, play the 
Handbells, and sing with the 
Christ Church Singers.  
 
Favorite Hymns? 
“Joyful, Joyful We 
Adore Thee”, “Here I 
am Lord”,  and  “Of 
The Father's Love 
Begotten”. The music 
and words of these 
hymns have spoken 
to me over time and 
still do. 
 
How do you and your 
family celebrate 
Christmas? 
We set up two Nativity 
scenes: one from my family and the 
other from Bob's.  A wreath goes on our 
door at the beginning of Advent and 
comes down on Shrove Tuesday  (the 
Tuesday before Ash Wednesday).   
 
Ways you enjoy “walking your faith?” 
My parents instilled in me the mission of 
helping others: using one’s talents in 
helping with food, money, lending an 
ear to just listen, or sometimes just 
being there for emotional support. 
 
One fact about you that others may not 
know?  
I was a varsity fencer in college! 

Getting to Know Us —  Nancy Hopkins Reilly 

Top photo: Bob and Nancy;  

Below: Bob, Meghan, Morgan, and Nancy 



 

10 

S·E·R·M·O·N·S on Audio 
 
Below is a partial excerpt paraphrased and 
edited from Pastor Mark’s s sermon 
“Reciprocal Generosity” delivered on 
Sunday, Nov 9, 2014. To listen to the full and 
unedited version, go to www.ccoqh.org/
sermons 
 
Mark recounts the comedic patter routine 
of Abbott & Costello’s “Who’s on First?”, 
starting with Abbott naming the basemen 
for Costello: 
1st baseman: “Who” 
2nd baseman: “What” 
3rd baseman: “I Don’t Know” 
 
Costello: “Who’s on 1st?” 
Abbott: “That’s right” 
Costello: “Who’s the 1st baseman?” 
Abbott: “Who is” 
Costello (getting frustrated) “When you 
pay off the 1st baseman every month, 
“Who gets the money?” 
Abbott: “That’s right. He’s earned it, 
right?” 
 
Costello never thinks he gets answers but 
it’s right there in front of him; and in some 
ways, the question he’s asking is the 
answer. 
 
In Genesis 28: 10-22, we hear the story of 
how Jacob is on the run for having stolen 
amongst other misdeeds. He falls asleep 
and dreams of God’s angels going up and 
down a ladder doing God’s bidding. God 
tells Jacob that He is there with him 
always; that He will keep him well; that He 
will bestow on him many blessings; that He 
will bless others through him. All is given 
to him and God gives these promises 
unconditionally. 
 
Upon awakening, Jacob vows, albeit 
conditionally: that if God gives him land, 
food, clothing, and protection, then He will 

be his God. 
 
Herein comes the similarity between our 
two stories. The answers have always been 
in front of Jacob, just as for Costello, but 
he doesn’t see it. He doesn’t realize that 
that which he is requesting has already 
been promised to him by God. He doesn’t 
know what he already has. 
 
We sometimes do the same. We don’t see, 
receive, enjoy, all that God gives us. 
Sometimes we make conditions before 
giving. And if we do that, Mark suggests, 
then we have it backwards —about what 
comes first. 
 
This is about opening our hearts, our 
minds, ourselves, to what God freely gives/
has given us, and how we see and 
acknowledge those blessings. And what 
we give back is acknowledgement that we 
have already been given much. 
 
God gives all to us unconditionally. No 
matter who we are, nor what we have 
done, God still gives all that we need. This 
is Grace. As Mark says, “all that we need is 
already ours.” 
 
 
 

In Remembrance Of 
John Cowie (1929-2020) 
John was a CC member for many years but 
living in FL for the past several. Our 
thoughts go to his wife, Patsy, and 
daughter, Elizabeth. While far in miles, you 
are close in our hearts. ♥ 
 
 
 
 
Submissions for the Jan-Feb ’21 Clarion: 
please send to Dorothy De Vere Langley at: 
a.langley@charter.net by 1/10 . 

Reflecting on.. .  

“But love your 

enemies, do good to 

them, and lend to 

them without 

expecting to get 

anything back. Then 

your reward will be 

great, and you will 

be sons of the Most 

High, because he is 

kind to the 

ungrateful and 

wicked. Be merciful, 

just as your Father 

is merciful.”  

 

Luke 6: 35-36 (NIV)  
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Donate Button 
Please remember that your regular gifts 
may be made through our website 
(www.ccoqh.org) with the “Donate 
Online” button. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support of 
our church as we all do our best to 
navigate this time and continue our 
important mission. 
 
 

Out of the Mouth of Babes 
What does Love mean? Just ask these wee 
little ones... 
 
"Love is when my mommy makes coffee for 
my daddy and she takes a sip before giving 
it to him, to make sure the taste is OK."   
—Danny (age 7) 
 
"I know my older sister loves me because 
she gives me all her old clothes and has to 
go out and buy new ones." —Lauren (age 4) 
 
"Love is what's in the room with you at 
Christmas if you stop opening presents and 
listen." —Bobby (age 7) 
 
 

Council of Elders    
Catherine Ballard 
Betsy Brockway 
Linda Chase 
Stewart Jobson 
Kevin Kitowski 
Len Kulk 
Mike Matthews 
Jon Olsen 
Gail Orser 
Pam Parsons 
MJ Phelan 
Paul Ruane 
Kris Wahl 
Debbie Weisel 

 

(One of Nancy’s favorites): 
 

Here I am Lord 
Lyrics by: Dan Schutte (published 1981) 
  
I, the Lord of sea and sky 
I have heard my people cry 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
My hand will save — 
I who made the stars of night 
I will make their darkness bright  
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord 
Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard You calling in the night 
I will go, Lord 
If You lead me 
I will hold Your people in my heart 
 
I, the Lord of wind and flame 
I will tend the poor and lame 
I will set a feast for them 
My hand will save — 
Finest bread I will provide 
‘Til their hearts be satisfied 
I will give my life to them 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord 
Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard You calling in the night 
I will go, Lord 
If You lead me 
I will hold Your people in my heart 

Bits ‘n pieces 

Donate Online 
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Christ Church on Quaker Hill 
17 Church Road 
Pawling, NY  12564 

Christ Church on Quaker Hill 

Back in Church & Online! — Sundays 10:00 a.m. (see details inside) 


