
 

AROUND THIS TIME OF YEAR, I often pull 
out some pictures of our trips to the Holy 
Land, especially the places connected with 
Jesus’ birth. I was recently looking at some 
pictures I took of the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem. This church is 
believed to be built over the place Jesus 
was born. Under the altar area is a grotto 
you can go in and see what is, most likely, 
the actual place of his birth.   
 
That was moving, but even more so, to 
me, was the ancient church above it. This is 
believed to be the oldest Christian church 
in the world. It is dark and the original 
columns inside are darkened with smoke 
from centuries of incense burning. You 
almost feel that you have stepped back in 
time 1000 years. There is a sense of 
sacredness you feel when you enter it.    
  
You are reminded that over many 
centuries, countless Christians have come 
to this one place to remember and 
celebrate the Light of the World coming 
into our world. As we move into this 
season of Advent, that is what we do as 
well. No less now than 2000 years ago, we 
seek His presence and light. No less now 
than then, we need that presence and light.   
 

 These 4 weeks are a time to reflect upon 
what we celebrate Christmas morning. In 
the midst of darkness we anticipate the 
coming light. When the days get shorter 
and shorter, we remember we are not 
alone. In the midst of a hectic and stressful 
time of the year, we are invited to find the 
time and space to pause, to watch and to 
prepare spiritually for the birth of Christ 
among us.   
 
My prayer is that each of us might really do 
that this year. My prayer is that our 
experiences over the last 19 months might 
have added new and special meanings to 
our Advent waiting. My prayer is that we 
are always seeking the light of Christ.  
 
As we move through these days, I want to 
invite you to some of our special services.  
All are invited to our Longest Night service, 
on Dec. 21st, and our Christmas Eve services.   
  
So let us seek a sacred light and remember 
that nothing can separate of us from the 
love of God. May you all have a blessed 
Advent and a merry Christmas.     
     
Peace,  
Rev. Mark  
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Great is Thy Faithfulness * 
Lyrics: Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960) 
 
 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father 
There is no shadow of turning with thee. 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, 
they fail not. 
As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 
[Refrain] 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
Summer and winter, and springtime and 
harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses 
above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love 
 
[Refrain] 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and 
to guide, 
Strength for today and bright hope for 
tomorrow; 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand 
beside! 
 
 [Refrain] 
 
 
* one of Maggie Everett’s favorite hymns 

A “Faith Commitment” 
Reminder  
We are so grateful for the many generous 
faith commitments received through our 
Faith Commitment Sunday on Nov. 14th.   
These are a sign of the place this church 
holds in the hearts and lives of our friends 
and members.   
 
If you have not had a chance yet to make 
a faith commitment yet, know that it is 
not too late. Your giving, no matter the 
size, is needed. Our church has faced 
challenges because of the pandemic. We 
are working to not just restore things, but 
thrive in new and faithful ways. As you 
read this our leadership is preparing the 
budget for 2022. Our faith commitments 
are the largest and most important source 
of income we have. Knowing what we can 
anticipate will determine what we are 
able to do in the coming year.   
 
Thank you for your love, prayers and 
support in keeping our church strong and 
faithful in the coming year! 
 
 

Welcome!  
To newly baptized Aiden Michael Parsons, 
great-grandson to Joan McCarthy. 

More from Pastor Mark... 

Church Notices 

Christmas Services at Christ Church 
Tuesday, December 21  

Time: TBA—Longest Night 
 

Friday, December 24th 
Christmas Eve  

5:00 p.m.—Family Service 
10:00 p.m.—Lessons and Carols Service 

 
Saturday, December 25th 

A Blessed and Merry Christmas to All 
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Shh...it could be yours... 
The Christ Church on Quaker Hill Annual 
Silent Auction is coming together. We are 
so very grateful for all of the wonderful 
donations!  We have many unique items 
and returning favorites including: Albion 
Dressage Saddle, French Ansonia 
Porcelain Cloisonné Crystal Regulator 
Mantle Clock, Glassware, Antiques, Art, 
Jewelry, Broadway tickets to Chicago, 
Florida Get-Away, Handmade Sock 
Monkeys, Lap Blankets, & Neck Cozies, 
Golf Package, Vera Bradley Tote, Gift 
Certificates, and much more. 
 
We received a positive response to last 
year’s online auction using the Bidding 
Owl System and so we will be conducting 
it in the same manner this year.  
 
Link to our auction site on Bidding Owl:  
https://www.biddingowl.com/
ChristChurchonQuakerHill 
 
In order to bid on auction items, you must 
register with your contact information. If 
you registered last year, you do not need 
to create an account again. Financial/
credit card information is not required to 
register/bid. Winning bidders will have the 
option to pay online using PayPal/credit 
card or at pick-up with cash or a 
check. Please note - we cannot process 
credit cards at pick-up. 
 
Bidding begins at noon on November 21, 
2021 and ends at noon on Saturday, 
December 4, 2021.   
 
Winning bidders will be contacted shortly 
after the close (Saturday, December 4, 
2021 - 12:00 PM) of the online auction.  
 
Item pick-up times will be arranged during 
the following dates/times: 
Saturday, Dec 4, 2021 - 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec 5, 2021 - 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Fundraising 

Auction items will be local pick-up only 
(CCoQH, Pawling). 
 
If you are not a winning bidder, you can 
still contribute to this fundraiser. We will 
provide a donate button on the Bidding 
Owl site or cash/checks can be dropped 
off or mailed to: Christ Church on Quaker 
Hill, 17 Church Road, Pawling, NY 12564. 
 
If you have questions about our auction, 
please contact Donna Mangiafico at 
912djm@gmail.com or 203-788-7474. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Good luck and happy bidding!  

Below: 

A sampling of a few of our 

items that will be for 

auction: 

 

(l. to r., top to bottom): 

Albion dressage saddle;  

Handmade sock monkeys; 

Handmade neck cozie; 

and Royal York Hohenberg 

German Christmas plates. 

Bidding Owl staff are available to help if anyone is having trouble logging in, 

viewing, bidding, or checking out, etc.  They can be reached at 989-448-2189 or 

online at biddingowl.com. 

https://www.biddingowl.com/ChristChurchonQuakerHill
https://www.biddingowl.com/ChristChurchonQuakerHill
mailto:912djm@gmail.com
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Margaret Peale Everett. Maggie, where 
did you spend your early years? I was 
born and grew up in NYC. When I was 10, 
our parents purchased a home in Pawling 
(the one Liz lives in today). We (we also 
have a brother, John) spent vacations and 

summers there. 
 
...and a little about your 
family? I met my husband in 
the Young Adult Group at 
Marble Collegiate Church. 
We married in 1961. Paul felt 
called to the ministry so 
after several years at the  
Princeton Theological 
Seminary, we moved to PA 
where Paul served as an 

Asst. Minister. Later, we moved 
to Pittsburgh (reluctantly on 
my part) where he became 
Exec. Director of the 
Pittsburgh Experiment, a 

ministry to the business and 
working community.  
 
We have two children, Jennifer 
and Chris; and four grand-children. 
 
How did you find your way to CC? 
Growing up our family attended 
Christ Church in the summers (it 
was strictly a summer church 
then). So when Paul retired and we 

moved back to the area we didn’t have to 
look for a church. We knew Christ Church 
would be our church home.  
 
...and in serving the church?... I’ve sung w/
the choir; have chaired the Deacons 
(before they merged w/the Trustees); 
served as Co-Chair of Council; taught 
Sunday school; helped organize and led 
Koinonia groups; Co-chaired the Search 
Committee that brought Mark and 
Barbara Allan here; went on five mission 
trips to clean up after hurricanes; and 

serve as a Stephen Minister… incredibly 
blessed by the privilege of serving. 
 
How do you spend your days? I serve on a 
couple of Boards, I’m in a Koinonia group, 
active in several organizations, do Yoga, 
and spend time on Cape Cod. I love to 
read, do Sudoku puzzles, became a walker 
during the pandemic, stay in touch w/
friends via phone or FaceTime, and spend 
time w/my grandchildren. 
 
Christmas time approaches. What fond 
memories or traditions can you share?  
On Christmas Eve, Dad always read the 
Christmas bible story. So, when Paul and I 
had our family, we’d all go out to choose a 
tree together and then we’d spend 
Christmas Eve with another family, read 
the Christmas story, and go to church.  
 
Any special places you visit as a family? 
When the children were small, - the Outer 
Banks of NC! But our parents took us all 
on trips abroad and now we have a yearly 
Peale family reunion that continues that 
tradition that Mother and Dad started of 
bringing the family together. 
 
Best advice you ever received? I was very 
shy. So when I was asked to be a senior 
advisor in the freshman dorm (I graduated 
from Ohio Wesleyan), I told my dad that I 
was honored but didn’t think I could do 
this (I was scared). He said “If you don’t 
take on things outside of your comfort 
zone, you won’t grow as a person. I know 
you can do this.” I accepted the position, 
discovered I could do it, and have 
followed this advice throughout my life. 
 
One fact about you that might surprise 
others? I once asked a friend for a ride to a 
meeting. He showed up on his motorcycle. 
I got behind him and was terrified the 
whole way. 1st and last time I rode one! 

Growing up with Christ Church: the Peale sisters 

(photos, top to bottom) 

Maggie and husband, Paul,  

on the church’s 1st mission 

trip to New Orleans in 2006. 

 

Middle photo: (l. to r.) Liz Allen 

and Maggie with their mother, 

Ruth Peale, on her 101st 

birthday. 

 

Bottom photo: Maggie with 

her grandchildren 

Faces at Church 
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Liz with her immediate 

family, children and their 

spouses; and her eight 

grandchildren! 

Elizabeth (Ruth) Peale Allen. Liz, were 
you also born in NYC, and grew up there? 
I was born in Olean, NY while our family 
was spending time in upstate NY! My 
sister Maggie, and my brother John and I, 
all grew up in Manhattan, and attended 
Friends Seminary, a Quaker day school in 
NYC. I graduated from Mt. Holyoke 
College. 
 
How did you find your way to CCoQH? 
Mother and Dad purchased a home on 
Quaker Hill. We would come to Pawling on 
weekends (shortened by Dad’s need to be 
back in NYC for Sunday church services), 
Christmas and summer vacations. 
 
My husband, John Milton Allen, and I 
married at Christ Church (in ‘65) and we 
moved to Quaker Hill where we raised our 
three children: Rebecca, Katie and Andy. 
Having known Christ Church since our 
childhood, it was the obvious church 
home for us. 
 
Ways in which you’ve been involved at 
CCoQH? Both John and I served on the 
church boards and he was largely 
responsible for raising the funds to 
construct the Thomas Center, Lankler Hall 
and the Sunday School wing. I sang with 
CC Singers for many years under the 
founding leadership of Bob Roland, then 
MJ Phelan and Erna Loerch. Great fun! 
 
Where would one find you on a typical 
day? In recent years the beauty of my 
typical days is that they are often very 
different and diverse. There’s always 
something to do familywise (I also have 
three step-children); I serve on several 
non-profit boards; there’s the house and 
garden and I can often be seen with a 
book in hand. 
 
How do you enjoy Christmas time? 
I have to say how fortunate I’ve been to 

spend almost every Christmas here in 
Pawling. When we three were children, 
we decorated the tree on Christmas Eve. I 
guess that’s because we’d just arrived 
from NYC or from somewhere. Now we 
put up the tree a week or so before 
Christmas so we can enjoy the lights and 
decoration. Christmas morning with our 
kids was breakfast first, 
then into the Christmas 
room for gifts ...one at a 
time! 
 
Favorite things to do? I’ve 
been very fortunate to 
have traveled to many 
exciting places around the 
world. I love London and 
I’d like to go 
back there. I am 
devoted to 
Guideposts 
and the good 
work it is 
doing 
bringing 
hope and 
inspiration 
to so many. 
 
Favorite 
quote? 
I’m going 
to 
borrow my 
husband’s favorite: 
“Gratitude is the healthiest emotion” by 
the pioneering work in stress and 
endocrinology, Dr. Hans Selye. 
 
One fact about you that might surprise 
others? I’d like to meet Roger Federer so I 
could tell him how much pleasure his 
tennis has brought to me over the years. 
So if anyone at Christ Church knows him, 
or how to reach him, I’d be most 
grateful!!! 

Getting to Know Us 
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CCoQH Christmas Wreaths 
This Holiday Season, CCoQH is once again 
offering wonderful, fresh pine, decorated 
wreaths. Pre-order using the form on our 
website and pick-up on three early 
December dates. Please submit your 
orders no later than Friday, Nov 19th to 
the church office. 
 
 

Event Coordinator 
After many years of faithful service Carol 
Greiner is stepping down from our Event 
Coordinator position. We are seeking 
someone to fill this spot, hopefully to 
allow some overlap so that this person 
can learn from Carol. The role includes 
assisting the pastor in weddings (and 
rehearsals) funerals, memorial services, 
receptions after, and coordinating other 
rental events in Lankler Hall or other 
church facilities. There is compensation 
with this position. Please contact the 
church office if you might be interested in 
knowing more.   
 
 

To Conserve Printing and 
postage costs, the Clarion newsletter is 
now being e-mailed to all. If you would 
like a copy posted in the mail, please 
notify Stephanie in the church office. If, 
as you read this, you are holding a paper 
copy in your hands, please know that the 
printing of this issue has been generously 
paid for by Nancy & Gary Kurz. Thank you 
friends!  
 
 
 
 
Submissions for the Feb-Mar ‘22 Clarion: 
Please send to Dorothy De Vere Langley 
at a.langley@charter.net by 1/15!  Notices, 
and photographs are always welcome.   

MESSAGE Board 

Blessing of the Animals October 3, 2021 
Just a few of the many who came for their blessings by Reverend Mark: horses from 
nearby farms; and our own Linda and Stan Chase with two of their border collies. 

facebook.com/ccoqh 

Sunday Services Online 
Being with us in person is the best way to 
participate in all of our services (social 
distancing in place). However, if this is 
not possible, we are streaming live via FB 
every Sunday:  Facebook.com/ccoqh.  
 
 

Apple Pie anyone? 
Saturday, Nov 20th 9-12 p.m.  
Fran Wathley (845) 264-0105 
 
You don’t have to be a Jamie Oliver to 
help out with our annual apple pie bash. 
It’s just a great way to catch up with all 
your friends while helping to make 
delicious pies and apple crisps for the 
holidays. You can sign up on our bulletin 
board to help, or to place your pre-order. 
They go fast!  Questions? Give Fran a call! 
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S·E·R·M·O·N·S on FB Live! 
Below follows a partial excerpt, para-
phrased from Pastor Mark’s message on 
9/6/20. For the full content, go to the video 
section of Facebook.com/ccoqh. 

Spiritual roots: where do yours lay? — 
Jeremiah lived and prophesied through the 
reign of five kings, until the time the temple 
of Jersuleum was destroyed. It was a time 
of a great many transitions.  
 
Jeremiah 17: 7-8 was given to his people at 
the time they were being sent into exile to 
Babylon. The message is about a new 
chapter of life and how to not only survive, 
but thrive. What would they trust in? Where 
would their roots be? 
 
Mark reminds us that much like the roots of 
a tree being transplanted, the key to 
survival is in how we care for those roots 
and prepare for the soil it goes into. Best to 
have good, deep, strong roots which can’t 
be reached by the heat or frost. The deeper 
the roots go, the more they drink from that 
water which brings life. 
 
Likewise, if our trust (metaphorical roots) is 
in the Lord, Jeremiah tells his people, they 
will find the living water; they/we will find 
life; we’ll make it through the droughts of 
life, whatever those droughts may be. We 
won’t fear or be anxious no matter how 
precarious circumstances may be. We know 
we’ll make it because our roots will be 
tapped deep into the source of life. The 
direction towards a closer relationship with 
God therefore, lays in the depth of trust we 
place in Him. 
 
The more we deepen our roots and 
experience the living water of Christ, the 
more grace and peace we receive. And the 
more grace and peace we receive, the more 
rooted we become in Him. It feeds on itself. 
The depth of life is where we find life. 

reflections 

A Personal Note 
So saddened to hear of the loss of Dottie 
and Frank Woods’ daughter, Monique 
Colt. We’re thinking of you both at this 
time. xx 
 
 
 

A Few of the Plaques around 
our Church and Grounds 

“Blessed is the 

man who trusts in 

the Lord, whose 

trust is the Lord. 

He is like a tree 

planted by water, 

that sends out its 

roots by the 

stream, and does 

not fear when heat 

comes, for its 

leaves remain 

green, and is not 

anxious in the year 

of drought, for it 

does not cease to 

bear fruit.” 

Jeremiah 17:7-8 (ESV) 

 

 

Jeremiah, also known as 

the “Weeping Prophet”. 
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“That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. 
 
He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did 
not know Him. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as 
many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to 
those who believe in His name:  who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.’ “ 
 
And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. For the law was 
given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has 
seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, 
He has declared Him.”          — John 1:9-18 NKJV 

Christ Church on Quaker Hill 

17 Church Road Tel (845) 855-1188 
Pawling, NY  12564 www.ccoqh.org 
 
Pastor: Rev. Mark D. Allan revmallan@comcast.net 
Pas. Assoc.: Rev. Bryan Turner revbryanturner@gmail.com

See p2 for dates & times   

Adopt-a-Family this Holiday  
Please consider sponsoring a family 
(anonymously) to buy much needed gifts 
for the holidays. The smallest gift makes a 
big difference. Contact The Pawling 
Resource Center at (845) 855-3459 or go 
to their website and click on the link 
about this program:  
 
https://pawlingresourcecenter.org 

https://pawlingresourcecenter.org/?page_id=1496

