
 

I THINK THAT ALL OF US knew that life 
could change quickly, but maybe we 
learned over the past few months just how 
quickly! So many of our lives were, 
overnight, so different: our kids’ school 
experience was all new; finding certain 
staples of life has been difficult; being with 
others was suddenly not possible. In an 
instant, we all found a new vocabulary 
with words like “social distancing”, 
“COVID”, “contactless delivery” and 
“flattening the curve”. Many of us quickly 
had to learn some new technologies, like 
ZOOM and Facebook Live. 
 
But some parts of this are harder than 
others. Many young people won’t get to 
experience certain special moments we 
take for granted, like prom and 
graduation. Brides have had to, on a dime, 
change wedding arrangements they have 
been working on and looking forward to 
for a year. Many have lost work, pay or 
businesses. Many have been sick, some 
very sick. And of course, we can never 
forget that tens of thousands of families 
throughout the country, and the world, 
are in mourning over loved ones lost. I 
don’t think I will ever forget the stories of 
families I have worked with on burials 
these past weeks, who weren’t able to be 
with their loved ones in the hospital and 
who had to limit the number of people 
who could come to the cemetery. The 
change we have encountered has been 
great. And other changes have been 
overlaid on top of these. 
 
The Greek philosopher Heraclitus said that 

“The only thing that is constant is change.” 
We all know the truth of that statement but 
have been greatly reminded of it by this 
event. 
 
Change in life is constant. But I would 
modify Heraclitus’ thought by saying that 
the other constant is God. His presence has 
been ceaseless, through this time and all 
time. As we walk through life and face the 
changes that inevitably come, the one thing 
that is unchanging is God. His promise is 
that he will be with us through it all. 
Trusting that presence is what lets us keep 
walking through times of turmoil. I look 
forward to hearing where you have 
encountered God in these months. 
 
We have trusted God in this time. And we 
are grateful that it appears that some 
normality is on the horizon. As I write this, a 
team has been assembled to move us 
towards what will probably be a phased 
reopening. A survey is part of this process 
and you will be hearing about this very 
soon. While the desire to get back to church 
is great, the practical challenges are large 
and more than they might appear on the 
surface. From cleaning, copyright issues, 
technical requirements for in-person 
worship and livestream, insurance/legal 
requirements, to having our own safe and 
workable plan (and many other concerns) 
all need to be addressed. But the good 
news is that we have begun this process. Of 
course, we will communicate all we are 
doing and all changes to the current 
situation. Email blasts, the website 
(www.ccoqh.org) and Facebook, as they 
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have since mid-March, will be used. None of 
us have ever done this before, but the first 
step in the process, is what we are doing 
now – trusting God in it all. 
 
No one is more eager to get “back to 
church” than I am. It is not the same to talk 
to a computer on Sunday mornings instead 
of seeing your faces. This has been a trying 
time; in many ways the most difficult of my 
almost 20 years of ministry. But soon we 
will begin to phase back to church. In that 
process the first thing we must do is trust in 
the One who has brought us this far – the 
One whose promise is that “I will be with 
you always, even to the end of the age”. If 
that is where we begin this journey back, 
we know the rest will fall into place. And I 
know we will work together with grace and 
faith to continue the mission God will give 
us as we look towards the future.      
 
 Blessings  —  Rev Mark    
 
 

Hello and Welcome! 
… to Evan’s new little brother, William 
Brendan Turner.  Evan tells us that baby 
“Will” arrived well and safely on April 4th. 
Parents Erica and Rev. Bryan (Turner) are 
now open to your ideas on how to catch up 
on sleep! 
 
 

Worship: A Team Effort 
 Submitted by: Linda Chase, Chairperson 
 (ragtime49@aol.com)   
  
I may be a tad bit theatrical, but in my mind, 
the worship team for the church service is 
akin to what the “pit crew” is to the 
NASCAR race; the “roadies” at the rock 
concert; the “stage hands” for the 
Broadway show. We’re there to assist our 
“Super-star,” Mark. We make preparations 

so Rev. Mark can do the important part of 
our service, - spreading God’s word. 
 
We make sure there is an elder at the door 
to welcome folks on Sunday. We make sure 
that there are candles in the windows, 
wreaths on the doors, and decorations on 
the pulpit at Christmas time. We order 
supplies for worship when needed. We 
prepare candles for The Christmas Eve 
service. Sound systems are needed. The 
amazing music program at Christ Church is 
part of the worship program. We meet with 
Mark several times during the year for 
feedback, brainstorming, and offering 
ideas. We help with the prayer chain.  
  
In reality, being on The Worship Team may 
not be as glamorous as it sounds. But, it is a 
vital part of the church. Please, consider 
coming on board. Maybe, some day you’ll  
be saying, “Here’ssss Mark!” 
 

 
 

Praying with Others for Others 
The Christ Church prayer chain: an active 
“team”, 65 strong and growing! 
 
We have shared worries, blessings, joys, 
and, sadly, some heart breaks. Through it 
all, our Prayer Warriors lend support to 
others in their time of need. Some respond 

Church: Spirit & Soul 

Drawn by Anna Chase Ruane, age 9, while listening with her 
parents to Rev. Mark’s Sunday message on FaceBook Live. 
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to requests with words of encouragement 
and love; others, privately lift their prayers. 
There is never any right or wrong way to 
pray. One need only open one’s heart, keep 
needs in mind, and send love in whatever 
way one feels comfortable. 
 
We communicate mainly through e-mail. 
Many of our congregation participate. For 
those that aren’t able to be in church, the 
prayer chain serves as a way to be a 
member of our church family. For others, 
this is a means to stay connected after they 
physically leave the Pawling area. And with 
this ongoing quarantine, though we may 
not be able to see each other, we remain 
connected through prayer.  
  
Remember that when two or more are 
gathered in His name, Jesus is in our midst 
(e-mail counts, too, I am sure).  
 
We can both be reached at 
ragtime49@aol.com  
 
 

Acts of Kindness 
Submitted by: Kevin Kitowski 
(kevin.kitowski@me.com) 
 
The Lunch Box 
We’re pleased that even though we, 
temporarily, can’t be together as a church 
on Sunday mornings, many folks from the 
Outreach Team have come together (from 
home mostly, and keeping their distance 
otherwise!) to put together 125+ bagged 
lunches to bring to the Lunch Box in 
Poughkeepsie. We did this back in March 
and April on our designated Friday, in lieu of 
our “fourth-Friday-of-the-month” dinner 
service. However, The Lunch Box has now 
restarted their dinner service, so, as of May 
22nd, we began bringing hot meals to them. 
The homeless and needy folks are the ones 
that usually need this the most in a crisis 

such as we find ourselves in.  
 
Midnight Run 
We’re pleased that we were able to do our 
last Run on March 6th, right before the 
craziness started! Our scheduled Run for 
June 5th was then cancelled due to state 
curfews. Assuming we get the clear-all 
come September, we’ll be back on the road. 
Thanks to all who volunteered to help with 
providing food. 
 
As always, if anyone is interested in helping 
with any of this, they should contact me or 
the church office. 

 

Mission Trip to NJ 
Submitted by: M. J. Phelan 
(maryjane.phelan@gmail.com) 
 
August 10th—14th 
Regarding our anticipated mission trip to 
New Jersey to rebuild homes damaged by 
Hurricane Sandy: 
 
We’ve been in recent touch with SBP, the 
coordinating NGO for this project, and they 
are playing it by ear as are all the rest of us. 

Outreach opportunities 

Mission Accomplished: Midnight Run to NYC — 3/6/2020 . (l. to r.): Joe Walsh, Jimmy 
Boo, Len Kulk, Kevin Kitowski, and the Motta family: daughters, Kiersten and Kaelyn; 
mom, Chrissy; and dad, Jim.   - Thank you All! 

mailto:ragtime49@aol.com
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They will be resuming limited rebuilding 
activities in accordance with NJ's reopening 
guidelines utilizing local volunteers with 
whom they have worked before. We have 
been assured that Christ Church would be 
able to confirm or cancel our plans right up 
to the last minute since conditions are so 
unpredictable. CCoQH will continue to hold 
the reservation fees in an escrow of sorts, 
unless anyone would like theirs back, - in 
which case give Stephanie a call.  
 
Here's hoping that safe working 
guidelines will be in place by August that 
will permit us to go ahead with our 
volunteer plans. 
 
 

Congregational Life  
Contact: Fran Wathley (ppw3513@aol.com) 
 
Promoting Closeness & Community.  
Now as Before. 
 
Even though many of our events have been 
put on hold, our goals remain to help 
others: we have been bringing food to 
pantries, donating hand sanitizers, sending 
cards , flowers, and making signs to thank 
our essential workers. 
 
Ongoing are our plans for future gatherings. 
It’s just a matter of when we can 
“congregate” again, as to which event we’ll 
pull out. We’ll let you know! 
 

Church Life & .. .  

Memorializing Christ Church 
Contact: John Brockway (845) 447-4169 
(johnbetsyb@comcast.net) 
 
Do you have pictures related to the church 
and/or events (weddings, baptisms, 
scenery and the like)? John is asking for 
submissions as he adds our more recent 
years to the church’s history book. You 
may have just what he needs. Photos will 
be scanned and returned. Thanks for 
contacting him…. 
 
 

The Numbers 
Pledged offerings for 2020: $195,626 
Pledged offerings for 2019: $191,200 
An ^ (increase) by 2.3% over last year.  
Our church is more than a building. It is a 
little bit of all of us. As you read this, do 
consider your contribution if you haven’t 
done so already. Thank you. 
 
—————- 
Percentage of our church members and 
friends that reside in: 
Pawling: ................................................. 41% 
Surrounding NY towns: ....................... 34% 
Surrounding CT towns: ........................ 15% 
Other states: ......................................... 10% 
 
 

Church Directory  
Contact: Nancy Kurz (nancykurz@aol.com) 
 
This project is a great reminder for each of 
us of our history, mission services, musical 
opportunities, church traditions, Sunday 
School and more.  
 
If you can, maybe right now is a good time 
to finalize your input. Do contact Nancy 
with your info if you haven’t done so 
already. We’re all looking forward to 
seeing it!  

Christ Church on Quaker Hill 
17 Church Road Tel (845) 855-1188 
Pawling, NY  12564 www.ccoqh.org 
 
Pastor: Rev. Mark D. Allan revmallan@comcast.net 
Pas. Assoc.: Rev. Bryan Turner revbryanturner@gmail.com
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Other Bits ‘n Pieces  

Men’s K Group 
Contacts: Gary Kurz (garykurz@aol.com) 
Jon Olsen (jolsen12564@gmail.com) 
 
K = Koinonia =“fellowship” (in New Greek 
Testament) 
 
A small group of men connecting with one 
other through faith and knowledge. 
 
Paul Everett and Wayne Antworth, (first 
facilitators some 10 years ago), probably 
never envisioned this men’s gathering 
taking place via Zoom! But that’s just what 
these men do during this time of “social 
distancing.” Think Hollywood Squares only 
with a more reverential Q&A context; it’s 
fun and it’s faith-based. 
 
The idea is to explore spirituality and 
religion, thereby deepening relationships 
through understanding and discernment. 
Discussions range from biblical events to 
contemporary literature on spirituality, 
prayer, and meditation. Mere Christianity by 
C.S. Lewis is a favorite right now. 
 
While these men meet the 2nd and 4th 
Monday of the month at  7:00p.m., they’d 
love to see another group form to 
accommodate different evenings and 
schedules. Reach out to Gary or Jon on 
“building up” your faith through connec-
tions. Either would be happy to talk to you. 
 
 

Did you know?  
...that all the pronouns in the Lord’s Prayer 
are in the plural? We’re individuals, but 
individual members connected as one…
now that’s community! 
 

Submissions for the September Clarion: 

please send to Dorothy De Vere Langley at 

a.langley@charter.net by 8/15  

You are worthy to take the 
scroll and to open its seals, for 

you were slaughtered and by your 
blood you ransomed for God 

saints from every tribe & language 
& people & nation     (Rev 5:9 NIV) 
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Coat of Many Colors, 

“He represents all the people of the world. On His coat are flags 

of the nations and fabrics of the cultures of the world… the white 

robe under the coat represents His pureness… the golden sash 

is referred to in Scripture as being worn by royalty.”       

      -  Artist: Thomas Blackshear II 



 

6 

Reflecting Back 

S·E·R·M·O·N·S on Audio 
 
Found on ccoqh.org/sermons 
From: Sunday, August 8 · 2009  
“Community: You can’t do it Alone” 
 
Rev. Mark talks about Paul’s words in 
the Book of Romans 12:9-19...“together, 
we are suppose to be the church”; 
“one’s relationships in that gathering 
are important”; “by helping one 
another, life is better for ALL of us.” 
Mark recounts Eugene Peterson’s 
contemporary rendition of Paul’s 
letters in his book The Message: 

 Love from the center of who you 

are; don’t fake it.  

 Run for dear life from evil; hold on 

for dear life to good.  

 Be good friends who love deeply; 

practice playing second fiddle.  

 Don’t burn out; keep yourselves 

fueled and aflame.  

 Be alert servants of the Master, 

cheerfully expectant.  

 Don’t quit in hard times; pray all 

the harder.  

 Help needy Christians; be inventive 

in hospitality.  

 Bless your enemies; no cursing 

under your breath.  

 Laugh with your happy friends 

when they’re happy; share tears 

when they’re down.  

 Get along with each other; don’t be 

stuck up.  

 Make friends with nobodies; don’t 

be the ‘great’ somebody.  

 Don’t hit back; discover beauty in 

everyone.  

 If you’ve got it in you, get along 

with everybody.  

 Don’t insist on getting even; that’s not 

for you to do. “I’ll do the judging,” 

says God. “I’ll take care of it.” 

Celebrating 125 years 
Look familiar?  
Below: photo of our church’s beginnings, 
when built as “Akin Hall”, and situated two 
lots north of the Akin Free Library on Old 
Quaker Hill Road. The home shown to its 
right was the original manse for the 
minister; today it is a private residence. 
 
1880: named after its benefactor Albert 
Akin, and designed by the architect John A. 
Wood, the building was initially a central 
meeting place for Quaker Hill residents.  
 
It housed a kindergarten, and in the front 
rooms, a library. Religious services for the 
“Mizzen Top” hotel guests were also held 
there (remember, the hotel occupied the 
space where CCoQH currently sits; it had 
been dismantled in 1934). 
 
 
 

1895: Christ Church on Quaker Hill was 
incorporated as a religious organization. 
 
1935-’36:  the building, now renamed, was 
moved to its current site on Church Road. 
The Victorian elements were removed in 
order to emulate the simplicity of its 
[Quaker] roots.  

1895 - 2020 
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Faces at Church  

 
 
Kevin does more than just sing for his supper. He delivers too! ** 
 
How did you find your way to CCoQH?  
MJ Phelan recruited me into the choir and the rest, as they say, is history.  
 
Where did you grow up and what is special about it?  
West Hartford, CT—a pretty cool place. There was a lot to do in and around 
Hartford. For example, the local science museum, (walking distance from my 
house), had it’s own planetarium! And the public education system at the high 
school I attended was consistently rated in the top 100 public schools in the 
country. 
 
Where would you spend all your time if you could?  
I do love Disneyworld, Barbados, Cape Cod and Savannah, GA. 
 
Most heart-warming thing you have ever seen? The YouTube video of 
the boy at the baseball stadium being handed a foul ball by the ball girl, 
as a souvenir, and promptly turning around and handing it to the girl 
sitting behind him. I could watch that over and over.  
 
Best advice you ever received? Never let the facts get in the way of a good story. 
 
What gets you fired up?  When the Boston Red Sox win the World Series. 
 
The most impressive thing you know how to do?  
Ride a horse without falling off too often. 
 
What are you most likely to be famous for? (everyone has the potential!)  
When I retire (soon!) I would like to become a bagpipe virtuoso. 
 
We are in the midst of the covid-19 pandemic. At this point, what do you feel has 
been your biggest take-a-way? Haven’t had any epiphany, but rather affirmation of 
things I’ve been thinking about: simple things— such as ‘nature is cruel’ and that we 
are perhaps a bit arrogant as a species to think that we have much control over our 
environment and future; complex things— such as, we’ve fine-tuned our supply chain 
for everything (including toilet paper!), in the interest of efficiency and cost, but in 
doing so, that supply chain has become very brittle.  
 
One fact about you that might surprise others?  
I brew my own beer and have won several awards for it. 
 

** Kevin sings bass in our choir and leads us on Midnight Runs! 

Getting to Know Us   Kevin D. Kitowski 



 

Christ Church on Quaker Hill 
17 Church Road 
Pawling, NY  12564 

 
Sunday Morning Services  

Worship Service - 10:00 a.m.  

Wednesday Evening 
Devotionals 

“Meeting at the Well” - 7:30 p.m. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ccoqh/ 

Christ Church on Quaker Hill 


