
 

 
WE ARE WORKING HARD TO CONTINUE 
ALL church functions. The staff continues 
to work, although perhaps remotely or on 
a more sporadic basis. But you can still 
reach us if you need. Email is probably the 
quickest way right now. A reminder that 
the “staff” page on our website: 
ccoqh.org, lets you email directly to a staff 
member through that page. Of course, I 
especially want you to know that despite 
the circumstances, I am here for whatever 
pastoral care need you might have. 
 
Sunday church services (10 a.m.) – and a 
new Wednesday evening devotional time 
(7:30 p.m.) called “Meeting at the Well” 
will continue by Live stream. These can be 
viewed live, or after the fact, on our 
FaceBook page: facebook.com/ccoqh/. 
Please know that you do not have to have 

a Facebook page or account to view this. 
Our page is public. If you are met with a 
“login” request just scroll past and you will 
find us. This has seemed to work well and 
has allowed us to keep connected. 
 
A new “donate” button will be on our 
website shortly – probably by the time you 
read this. If you would like to make your 
regular contribution through this method, 
you can safely do so. And of course, you 
also can mail a check. We include an 
offering envelope in this edition for your 
convenience. This pandemic has had 
financial ramifications for all of us, and the 
church as well. Your continuing support is 
much appreciated and will allow us to 
continue to serve. 
 
Many folks are working behind the scenes 
to keep church life and church functions 
going. We have live prayer call in, and a 
Congregational Life team reaching out. 
Our Outreach team continues to provide 
meals to the soup kitchen in Poughkeepsie. 
Many have reached out with different 
thoughts, ideas and suggestions. If you 
would like to help or be a part, let us know! 
I am grateful to everyone, and together 
we will continue to be the church! 
 
Finally, while none of us knows how long 
these huge and unexpected changes will 
continue, we do know that our God is still 
in charge. We will faithfully power our way 
through this and, in the end, be an even 
more faithful and loving church. I just 
know it! Keep the faith – and keep each 
other in prayer.         Blessings—  Rev. Mark †   

From Pastor Mark D. Allan 
 
Coronavirus 2020 

CLARION 
†  
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We. Overcome. 

 
Since most of the 

articles in this 
edition were 

written before the 
current pandemic 

situation, I wanted 
to add some 

further 
information: 
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More from pastor mark 

A Holy Week  
 
I HAVE OFTEN SPOKEN OF THE “POWER 
OF STORY.” Our story, shared, is about 
where we have been and where we are 
going. It is about who we are and who we 
hope to be. It is about what matters to us 
and what has happened to us. It connects 
us to others and perhaps even changes 
someone. There is power in sharing our 
story.   
  
As we approach Holy week and Easter, the 
heart of our story, as people of faith, 
comes into focus. And it is a great, 
although sometimes sad, story – one that 
truly can change lives. In it we see the 
reality of our world and the heartbreak 
which it can contain. But even more 
importantly we see that God is good, his 
promises are reliable, and new life is ours.     
 
That first Easter morning Jesus’ tomb was 
empty and the truth of our story is made 
clear. He was more alive than ever. A new 
power was unleashed upon the world and 
within us.   
 
The truth of Easter is that Jesus is alive, 
and that it is never too late for a new dawn 
in our lives. The reality of that morning, 
2000 years ago, is that there is nothing 
that can separate us from Jesus’ ability to 
restore us. Here is our story and the truth 
it contains.   
 
We hope you will be with us as we journey 
through Lent, Palm Sunday, all the way to 
Easter morning.   
 
On Easter morning (April 12th) we will have 
two services in which to celebrate: our 
Sunrise Service will be at 6:30 a.m. on the 
lawn outside the church.* And at 10:00 
a.m. we’ll have a service of word and 
music in the church.* Of course all are 
welcome. But consider asking someone to 

join us. All of us know someone who needs 
to hear about a God of new beginnings 
and deep love. Each of us knows someone 
who needs a fresh story to call their own.   
 
So, as we share our story once again, let us 
remember what God can do and that we 
are a people of resurrection... 
 
Blessings, - Rev. Mark  † 
 
 

Tennebrae?  
(latin for “shadows”) 
 
The days of Holy Week are a special time. 
But I think many times we are tempted to 
not take notice of them – sometimes 
because other things are on our mind, or 
maybe because what happens before 
Easter Sunday seems too dark or sad. It is 
easier to finish with Palm Sunday and then 
set our sights directly on Easter morning. 
But it is only through those intervening 
days, that we know the fullness of what 
Jesus did and what his resurrection can 
mean for us.   
  
It is our practice to have a Service of 
Tenebrae on the Thursday before Easter. *  
We share communion, remembering 
Jesus’ last supper. And we share the story 
of Jesus’ last days, extinguishing candles 
during these readings.   
  
We encourage you to join us for this 
special service. If we really want to know 
the power of resurrection, it is only by 
experiencing the fullness of Holy Week 
that we can know just how life changing 
Easter can be. 
 

* Given the current situation, please refer to our e-

mails and website (ccoqh.org) for updates on 

gatherings and locations 

we are a people of 
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Youth Group & Bible Class 
Looking forward to seeing everyone again 
as soon as we get the all-clear. 
 
 

Prayer Chain 
Gail Orser (gorser@optonline.net) 
Linda Chase (ragtime49@aol.com) 

“When two or more are gathered in my 

name, I will be among you.”  

 
Our Christ Church prayer chain is a way to 
connect us. We lift in prayer our concerns. 
We share precious joys. We surround one 
another with thoughts, prayers, and love. 
We are “the two or more” that the bible 
instructs us to be.  Consider joining us. 
 
 

Music in Worship 
Director: Toni LaPietra 
(musicboxstudios1@gmail.com) 
 
The Power of Music 
As we plow on through these uncharted 
waters it's easy to forget that we are all in 
this together, albeit alone! It's hard NOT to 
plan, NOT to rehearse, NOT to look 
forward to our next musical offering at 
church and wherever else we do what we 
do. The NOT doing things is so much 
harder than doing them....words I never 
imagined saying! 
 
It's easy to get disheartened. Music can be 
a great tool to, at the very least, lift our 
spirits, but more so, to remind us of all that 
is joyful even in uncertain times. So, put on 
some music, sing out loud, dance like no 
one's watching (probably no one is!) It 
doesn't matter what. Music is a gift to 
bring our souls to new heights and depths. 
 
Prayers and Love until we meet next. 

Church Services 

Please check our 
website at 
www.ccoqh.org 
for up-to-date 
information on 
Holy Week 
Services  or call 
 
CCoQH   
Telephone 
(845) 855-1188   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Palm Sunday 
Sunday, April 5th · 10:00 a.m. 

 

Tennebrae 
Thursday, April 9th · 8:00 p.m. 

 

Guidepost Good Friday,  
Day of Prayer 

Friday, April 10th · 8:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
At Mizzentop Day School 

 

Easter Sunrise Service 
Sunday, April 12th · 6:30 a.m. 

 

Easter Service 
Sunday, April 12th · 10:00 a.m. 
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Congregational Life 
Fran Wathley (ppw3513@aol.com) 
 
Help us serve others by visiting shut-ins or 
distributing our “Happy Bags”, to 
organizing our Welcome Back Sunday, 
Strawberry Festival, Ash Wednesday Soup 
& Supper, our 125th Anniversary, and so 
much more.  
 
We’re looking for others to help us on one 
of our committees. To borrow a phrase 
from Toni LaPietra: We need you! We want 
you! When did someone last tell you that?  
 
 

Church Directory  
Contact: Nancy Kurz (nancykurz@aol.com) 
 
This project will be a great reminder of our 
history, mission services, musical 
opportunities, church traditions, Sunday 
School and much more.  
 
Nancy has been working on putting 
together an updated, spiral-bound copy; 
though, as with so many other projects, 
publication will be delayed given the 
current pandemic situation in our country.  
 
She reports that when the time is right, she 
will be back in touch with us in order to 
wrap it up. Meanwhile, if you’d like to 
contact her about it, or have info for her, 
she’d be glad to hear from you.  

Christ Church Nursery School  
Director: Camille Ludington 
(ccnspawling@gmail.com) 
 
The nursery school is currently closed. All 
our staff  are staying connected with the 
children and their families through emails, 
Classroom Dojo and we will be starting 
classroom Zoom meetings. We will 
continue to engage with our children and 
families until we can return to school. We 
are planning our Summer Camp Programs 
as well as our programs for September.   
 
The children had a wonderful celebration 
for Dr. Seuss with our friends the Pawling 
High School Peer Leaders in early 
March. The high school students spent the 
morning participating in Dr. Seuss theme- 
related activities with our students. Many 
of the high school students are alumni of 
Christ Church Nursery School! It was a 
terrific day! 
 
We look forward to when the classrooms 
here are full of friendship, laughter and 
learning!  
 
 

Did you know..? 
Alleluia =  “Praise the Lord” 
Amen =  “So Be It” 
Hosanna = “Save us!”  
Note: these are not literal translations, but 
rather convey the essence of the meaning  

Our Church Life 

Stephen Ministry is a lay care ministry 
that provides quality Christian care. As an 
SM congregation, Christ Church is here to 
help. If you would like to talk to someone 
please contact the church office.  
All information is kept confidential. 

No one has to hurt alone.        

We can help. 
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Mission Trip to NJ 
Contact: M.J. Phelan 
(maryjane.phelan@gmail.com) 
 
August 10-14th 
 
The Christ Church Outreach Team is 
“reaching out” a bit farther this summer to 
join forces with the Saint Bernard Project 
(SBP) to help rebuild homes in NJ 
damaged by Hurricane Sandy. This was the  
deadliest and most destructive  storm of 
the 2012 Atlantic hurricane season. Many 
families are still displaced after losing their 
homes. So far, eight of our church 
members have volunteered  to help and 
reserved their place for five days. Several 
others are also hoping to do so. 
 
Obviously, the challenges of COVID-19 have 
put all planning on hold until the future 
becomes clearer. Deposits will be kept at 
the church until we get the green light. 
Assuming we’re on as scheduled, we’re 
ready to go but can always accept more 
volunteers. Thanks also to those who 
couldn’t make it, but gave it serious 
consideration. You can read more on the 
church’s website at ccoqh.org 
 
 

New Hymnals 
...have arrived and they are beautiful! 
Thank you for your gifts and dedications. 

One Bread, One Body, One Lord of All 

One cup of blessing which we bless. 

And we, though many, throughout the earth 

We are one body in this one Lord. 

 
 

Sunday School 
Amanda Ruane (acdreyer@hotmail.com) 
 
Sunday School is not meeting for the time 

being. We will follow the Church’s 
timetable as to when we can all meet again 
in person. Wishing everyone well! 
 
 

Out of the Mouth of Babes 
… and our own little 
Ellie, age 6, who drew 
this “welcoming sign 
for church, any 
church”, as she said. 
She drew it in 
purple—the highest 
spiritual color!  
 

 
Special Moments & Events 
Carol Greiner (jensmom1273@comcast.net) 
 
Congratulations to the beaming Toni 
LaPietra on the arrival of her grandson. 
 
When the time is right, keep in mind that 
our facilities may be just what your family 
or community needs for a gathering. 
Lankler and Memorial Hall, and the church 
kitchen are available for rent. Call the 
church office (845) 855-1188 or contact 
Carol for availability and details. 
 
 

Lunch Served 
Kevin Kitowski (kevin.kitowski@me.com) 
 
We’re still helping out at The Lunch Box 
one Friday a month in Poughkeepsie by 
dropping off prepared meals. Times are 
difficult for many but we are finding ways 
of helping others while at the same time  
abide by safe guidelines. Please contact 
Kevin if you feel you can help out. 
 
 
CCoQH  (845) 855-1188  ·  www.ccoqh.org 

& Outreach opportunities 
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More Bits ‘n Pieces  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following is an excerpt from Pastor 
Mark’s Sunday message to us on 2/16/20, 
recounting one of C.S. Lewis’s allegories 
in “The Chronicles of Narnia”. In it, Aslan, 
the lion, the Creator (representing God), 
is singing the entire Creation of Narnia 
into Life.  
 
“In the darkness… a voice had begun to 
sing… sometimes it seemed to come from 
all directions at once… its lower notes 
were deep enough to be the voice of the 
Earth herself.  
 
There were no words. There was hardly 
even a tune. But it was, beyond 
comparison, the most beautiful noise that 
they had ever heard. It was so beautiful 
they could hardly bear it.  
 
Then two wonders happened at the same 
moment, he writes: one was that the voice 
was suddenly joined by other voices; more 
voices than you could possibly count. They 
were in harmony with it, but far higher up 
the scale: tingling, silvery voices . 
 
The second wonder was that the blackness 
overhead, all at once, was blazing with 
stars... And if you had seen it, you would’ve 
felt quite certain, it was the stars 
themselves who were singing. And that it 
was the First voice, the deep one, which 
had made them appear and which had 
made them sing. 
 
 
Recordings of Pastor Mark’s weekly 
Sunday messages can be found on our 
website: www.ccoqh.org. 

Photographs needed 
Contact: John Brockway (845) 447-4169 
(johnbetsyb@comcast.net) 
 
John is adding to our church’s existing 
history booklet. Do you have any photos 
related to the church that he could use 
(weddings, baptisms, scenery and the 
like)? No worries if the photos are a little 
worn; we may be able to touch them up 
for our purposes. All photos would be 
scanned and returned to their owner in 
their original condition. 
 
 

Facilities Update 
 
Well Pump 
The church now has a new pump and 
we’re addressing other pressure-related 
needs. Thanks to Stewart Jobson for 
working on our behalf with the Hyatt Well 
Company. 
 
The Church Kitchen is in the process of 
receiving a most needed face lift. It is now 
home to brand new appliances: two sets of 
double ovens, two refrigerators (one for 

the Nursery school), a cook top, 
dishwasher, and a deep, double 
stainless-steel sink with new 
faucet; a new floor will also be 
installed.  
 
A big thank you to Steve Nash 
(The Finishin’ Touch) for his 
great detective work in locating 

the replacement laminate, changing out all 
the glides and hinges, reconfiguring 
cabinets, and more. And to Nancy Reilly for 
her diligent work in locating the 
appliances! 
 
All told, as soon as we can get back in to 
finish it off, that kitchen will be shiny new 
(sunglasses will be available)! 
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Faces of our Church Family 

Getting to Know Us   
 
Stephanie Giordano 
 
She’s caring. She’s dedicated. She’s our 
Steph. So, we put the following to her: 
 
Where did you grow up? Freeport, New 
York—the south shore of Long Island. 
Fun place! Jeff and I grew up there from 
kindergarten to high school. When the 
boys were little it was Breakfast, Beach 
and BBQs! 
 
How did you find your way to Christ 
Church? I have always been a religious/
spiritual person, though church wasn’t a 
constant for me given that my parents 
divorced when I was nine. After a friend 
brought me to her Catholic church, I 
attended that faith, even  after moving 
to Pawling. But one Sunday, Jeff visited 
Christ Church (mind you, I was working 
at the nursery school), and he came back 
all smiles. The following week, the boys 
and I returned with him. We were 
welcomed by the most kind-hearted 
people. Afterwards, at coffee hour, there 
was good food, laughter, introductions, 
and “Mom and Dad, can we please start 
coming to church here?!?” We have loved 
all of our Christ Church family since that 
time and are so blessed that you are in 
our lives. 
 
If you could ask God one question, 
what would you ask? As a parent, many 
times I would get frustrated answering 
my kid’s “Why” questions. Sometimes I 
would just have to say “BECAUSE I SAID 
SO”. So, when I think of God as being my 
Father, and sometimes I ask him “Why?”, 
I have to trust in Him should His response 
also be “Because I said so.” (But I would 

like to know what the lottery numbers 
will be next week!) 
 
Other than the Bible, what is your 
favorite book? This past summer, when 
my family and I went camping, I fell in 
love with two books: Where the 
Crawdags Sing by Delia Owens and 
Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult.  
 
The best advice you ever 
received? Something my 
Nana would always say: “Not 
my circus, not my monkey”. I 
was a true worry wart so 
when I would talk about my 
concerns, she’d say that, and 
add: “Dolly, dolly, princess, you 
take as much or as little as you 
want and need.”  
 
If your house burnt down, what three 
objects would you try to save? Besides 
important documents, - family photo 
albums, and my KitchenAid mixer! 
 
If you could take a vacation right now, 
where would you go, and why?  
Nice, France. I went there on a school 
trip in ‘94; it was breathtaking and I have 
always wanted to go back. 
 
One fact about you that might surprise 
others? I am terrified of stink bugs. 
 
What do you do in your free time?  
I love to cook, and throw the lacrosse 
ball around! 
 
The best job you ever had? and why? 
Definitely this position as church 
administrator! Trust me, I am not just 
saying that! I spend my work day with 
some pretty amazing people. 



 
Sunday Morning Services  

Worship Service - 10:00 a.m.  

Wednesday Evening 
Devotionals 

“Meeting at the Well” - 7:30 p.m. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ccoqh/ 

 
Christ Church on Quaker Hill  

Online Services 

John 4:23 

Christ Church on Quaker Hill 
17 Church Road 
Pawling, NY  12564 


