
  

THESE ARE UNUSUAL TIMES and changing 
times as well. We are still reeling from all 
that the last 14 months have been, and yet 
we look forward with hope. Things look 
better than they have in a while. Many 
have received the vaccine and the 
numbers we watch, are getting better. It 
feels like a turning point, and each of us 
has been looking towards this time. The 
same is true for the church.    
 
But what will that future look like for the 
church? We would like some ‘normalcy’ but 
what will normal be, going forward?  It is 
hard to say and there are many things we 
can’t know. But there are some things we 
do know.   
 
We know that God is with us – and has 
been. 
 
We know that the Church of Jesus has 
endured 2,000 years of changes, 
challenges and ‘new normals’. 
 
We know that our purpose is to be a 
healing, grace-filled church that shares 
good news and serves those who have 
need.   
 
I don’t think our journey in these days will 
be “back to normal” but forward to what 
God is preparing us for. We follow in a long 
line of people who have followed God into 
a new day.  It rarely is what it was, but it is 
often better.  
 

These days will present an opportunity to 

us to reinvigorate and strengthen our 

wonderful church.  

 
We have all learned some things over the 
past months. We all have been reminded 
of what we have missed and what is 
important.  The days ahead will be an 
occasion for us to move ahead stronger 
and with deeper faith. 
 
There is much in church we have missed. 
Like the Christmas Bazaar, the Singers, 
concerts, Sunday school, Pastor classes, 
our usual coffee hours, to name a few. And 
although we can’t know the future, my 
great hope and prayer is that soon we will 
be able to do these things again. Our 
“reopen team”, working since last spring, 
will be meeting again soon to discern what 
changes we might make.   
 
But maybe most of all, we look towards 
having everyone back to church on Sunday 
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mornings. Worship is the heart of being 
the church, and the beginning of all the 
rest we do. As you know we have been 
open since last July, and many are here 
each week. Our cleaning protocol 
continues, and with warmer weather the 
windows can be opened even more. We 
hope, when you feel the time is right, you 
will be back in the pews. I know some 
can’t, and I know being able to attend 
church on Facebook is comfortable and 
easier. But I think we’d all agree that it 
isn’t the same. So this summer, when 
things are typically slower and less busy, 
might be the perfect time to join us, if you 
haven’t already. As a colleague of mine 
recently wrote – “The more you miss 
church, the less you miss church”.  
  
Let us all pray for continuing good 
numbers on the Covid front, and that we 
might be able to be together again very 
soon.   
 
Blessings, 
 
Rev. Mark  † 
 
 

Sunday Services Online 
Being with us in person is the best way to 
participate in all of our services (social 
distancing is in place). However, if this is 
not possible, we are streaming live via FB 
every Sunday: Facebook.com/ccoqh.  
 
 

Our Own Channel 
Short video clips “Time with the Children” 
with Pastor Mark: 
https:www.youtube.com/channel/
UCXWOLpz-d150ONUhTYEDTDg  
You may subscribe to receive links each 
week directly from this site. 
 

Congrats to the Confirmands 
We congratulate our young people as 
they take this next step towards their 
faith with a special service on 5/16/21, 
officiated by Rev. Bryan Turner.: 

† Everett E. Dalrymple 
† Matthew R. Pfister 
† Joslyn H. Walsh 

 
 

Livestreaming Reminder 
So that others, who can’t be in church 
with us, can watch our worship services, 
we stream live and record the Sunday 
services for later viewing. Please be aware 
that occasional candid images of the 
congregation may be broadcast over the 
live stream. 
 
 

We need your feedback 
Starting with our next issue, receiving The 
Clarion will be via e-mail and on our 
church’s website (ccoqh.org). As with 
many others, Christ Church has also opted 
to “go green”, especially considering the 
cost of printing and postage.   
 
We do, however, recognize that some 
readers may not have access to the 
internet and would therefore like to 
continue with a paper copy. Now is the 
time to let us know if this is for you. 
Please call the church administrator, 
Stephanie, at (845) 855-1188 or e-mail 
Dorothy Langley (a.langley@charter.net)
to request a printed copy. We want 
everyone to enjoy the newsletter in the 
way that works best for them. 
 
 
 
 

Remember: tweet others as 
you would want to be tweeted 

YouTube 

facebook.com/ccoqh 

Pastor Mark D. Allan 

Pastor Mark’s message continued from cover page 

Church Notices 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXWOLpz-d150ONUhTYEDTDg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXWOLpz-d150ONUhTYEDTDg
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Congregational Life 
Fran Wathley 
 
Happy Bags! 
Many of us have enjoyed the kind giving of 
just those ‘little things’ that make a 
difference when we’re feeling down. Here 
our team of ladies get together to do the 
little wrappings. Giving is as enjoyable as it 
is receiving!  
 
Mothers’ Day 
Sunday, May 9th, our congregation 
recognized mothers, and all women, with 
a ribboned rose. Again, our team of 
volunteers came together to make this 
happen. ♥ 
 
Thinking of You cards 
Not just for those sad occasions, but any 
time a thoughtful note is appropriate, our 
“Thinking of You” cards remind the 
recipient just how much they mean to us.  
If you have ever wanted to get involved 
with our church, this could be a good 
starting point. Just go to our bulletin 
board in Lankler Hall to sign up. 
 
 

June is ‘Toiletries’ Month! 
Kevin and his Midnight Run team need 
your help in providing toiletries to those in 
need. Please consider donating. Kevin can 
give you all the details. E-mail him at 
kevin.kitowski@me.com. 
 
 

CC Nursery School— now 
accepting Fall Registrations 
...for the 2021-2022 school year and for our 
summer programs. Contact Camille 
Ludington at (845) 855-7309 or 
ccnspawling@gmail.com for information 
and registration (see page 7 for fun 
summer program activities). 

The “Happy Bag” ladies:  
(top to bottom, l. to r.) 
Dottie Woods,  
Jill Nash,  
Gail Burweger,  
M.J. Phelan,  
Fran Wathley,  
Betty Hayner,  
Linda Chase (and 
although not shown, 
Linda’s granddaughter, 
Maddy, who is taking the 
photo). 

Outdoor crosses installed for Easter services:  
Stan Chase (the young one in the hat) leads his 
grandsons,Trey and Matt Pfister, and their friend 
Jack. Thanks guys! 

Serving others 

Thanks be to our Volunteers! 

mailto:ccnspawling@gmail.com
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O Come to Me,  
The Master Said 
Lyrics: Timothy Dudley-Smith* 
 

O Come to me, the Master said, 
My Father knows your need; 
And I shall be, the Master said,  
your bread of life indeed. 
By faith in him we live and grow 
And share the broken bread, 
And all his love and goodness know,  
For so the Master said. 
 
Abide in me, the Master said, 
The true and living vine; 
My life shall be, the Master said, 
Poured out for you as wine. 
His body to the cross he gave, 
His blood he freely shed, 
Who came in love to seek and save, 
For so the Master said. 
 
Believe in me, the Master said, 
For I have called you friends, 
And yours shall be, the Master said, 
The life that never ends. 
And so, with sin and sorrow past, 
When death itself is dead, 
The Lord shall raise us up at last,  
For so the Master said. 
 
 
 
*Dudley-Smith was a Bishop of the Church of 

England and a noted hymn writer, having written 

over 400 hymns 

 

 
Wishing our Friends well… 
As they head to warmer climes. Earl, 
Janice and Autumn Laughlin will be 
relocating to the Lakeland, FL area. We’ll 
miss your cheery faces, singing and 
musical talents; but most of all, we’ll miss 
you. Godspeed. 
 
 

A Breath of Fresh Air 
Sunday, June 20th, should be the perfect 
day for our outdoor service under the 
tent for all to enjoy. If you have had 
enough of virtual services, why not come 
for the real thing... ♥ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(photos, l. to r.):  
Ruth Comunale, Fran Wathley and  
Toni LaPietra (our musical director) 

Christ Church on Quaker Hill 

17 Church Road Tel (845) 855-1188 
Pawling, NY  12564 www.ccoqh.org 
 
Pastor: Rev. Mark D. Allan revmallan@comcast.net 
Pas. Assoc.: Rev. Bryan Turner revbryanturner@gmail.com

To stir The soul 
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Getting to Know Us —   

The Ruane Family 

 

Southern Belle meets her Clark Gable... 

 
Amanda, as you’re not from these parts, 
how did you and Paul find your way to this 
area? Although I was born in NYC, I grew 
up in Atlanta; Paul in Shamokin, PA. After 
graduating from UV (VA), I moved to NYC 
and worked in television before studying 
for a career in residential design. After 
Villanova, Paul moved to NYC as well, and 
that’s where we met. 
 
Paul’s grandmother, Anna, had  a home in 
Sherman. We would often visit her. She 
loved our company and we, hers. She lived 
to see Anna Chase come into the world but 
passed several months later. 
 
So that’s how Anna Chase gets her name? 
Yes, but Chase is a family name on my side 
(and my middle name).  Double names are 
common in the South, so it was only 
natural to us to put the two together. 
 
You’re all very involved in church; would 
you tell us a little about that? 
I grew up Presbyterian and from Sunday 
School to Choir to Youth Group, much of 
my life was centered around church. No 
matter where I’ve lived, I’ve sought out a 
church to call home.   
 
Paul grew up Catholic and attended St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC. After some 
time, he joined The Brick Presbyterian 
Church where I was a deacon and on 
several Boards. Anna Chase was baptized 
there, and Paul and I taught Sunday School 
there together. 
 
How did you find your way to Christ 
Church? We moved to CT full-time in 2014. 
We would often admire the church after  

 
 
 
 
 
 
dropping Anna Chase off at nursery school 
each day. So we decided to visit a Sunday 
service. We were drawn to Mark’s sermons 
and made to feel very 
welcome by everyone. We 
knew immediately we had 
found our new church 
home. Church was 
important to us growing 
up and we want Anna 
Chase to know the 
importance of having and 
being part of a church 
community.   
 
Tell us a little about what 
you do as a family.  
We enjoy being active outdoors and 
spending time with family and 
friends. Paul fishes and scuba dives 
in Florida. Anna Chase loves music, 
sports, any creative endeavor, a 
good book and being with her 
friends. I enjoy what I call 
“smelling the roses”, runs with 
our dog, Winter, and leisurely 
bike rides with Paul and Anna 
Chase. 
 
And your family trips to Maine? One of our 
favorite places is an island there where we 
spend half the summer. We enjoy fishing, 
sailing, swimming, kayaking, biking and 
hiking, not to mention cookouts on the 
beach.  
 
Amanda: tell us one thing about you that 
might surprise others. I’m a marathon 
runner (having run over 15).  
And I hear you participate in triathlons as 
well… those too... 

Faces at Church 

The Ruane Family 
(top photo)  

Amanda, “Winter” the 
dog, Anna Chase, and 
Paul at Christ Church 
where Paul currently 

serves as a Council Elder 
and Amanda as Sunday 
School Superintendent. 
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S·E·R·M·O·N·S on Audio 
You let me catch my breath 
Below follows a paraphrased summary of 
Pastor Mark’s sermon delivered 4/21/2013, 
the Sunday after the tragic Boston 
Marathon Bombing. His complete message 
can be heard at www.ccoqh.org/sermons 
 
Mark starts with a reading of Psalm 23 
(NRSV) followed by Eugene Peterson’s 
paraphrased version on the basis that the 
second may be helpful in understanding. 
 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  

He makes me lie down in green pastures;  

he leads me beside still waters;  

He restores my soul.  

He leads me in right paths  

for his name’s sake. 

 

Even though I walk through the darkest 

valley, I fear no evil;  

for you are with me;  

your rod and your staff– they comfort me. 

 

You prepare a table before me in the 

presence of my enemies;  

you anoint my head with oil;  

my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life,  

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my 

whole life long. 
 
It is believed that King David wrote the 
psalm. It reflects the perspective of one 
who does not deny the reality of evil nor 
what it can do to us; but that despite the 
threats of life, his outlook is to not be 
afraid because he can say to his God, “You 
are with me; if I have that, I don’t need any 
thing else.” “I shall not want” = I can trust.” 
 
There is an image of peace here: still 
waters; an overflowing cup of blessing. 
Why is it that it seems to give us what we 
need?” 

And Eugene Peterson’s version: 

God, my shepherd! I don’t need a thing. 

You have bedded me down in lush meadows; 

you find me quiet pools to drink from. 

True to your word, you let me catch my 

breath and send me in the right direction. 

 

Even when the way goes through Death 

Valley, 

I’m not afraid when you walk by my side. 

Your trusty shepherd’s crook makes me feel 

secure. 

 

You serve me a six-course dinner 

right in front of my enemies. 

You revive my drooping head; 

my cup brims with blessing. 

Your beauty and love chase after me 

every day of my life. 

I’m back home in the house of God 

for the rest of my life.  

 
It is acknowledged that dark valleys exist 
but we are reminded that the peace that 
can be ours, comes from knowing that 
God will not abandon us. Do that, and as 
Peterson says, “I can catch my breath” and 
drink from “quiet pools.” 
 
Mark asks “what power are we going to 
align ourselves with?” Because tragic 
events can be about power: the power of 
evil; the power of forcing others to see the 
way we do; the power to feel so disillu-
sioned that we’re tempted to give up hope. 
 
But, Mark continues, “there is the power 
of the One, Almighty, Ever-Present God of 
the Universe. A god who says ‘let love be 
genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to 
what is good’. Do not be overcome by evil 
but overcome evil with good; a god who 
says ‘rejoice in hope; be patient in 
suffering; persevere in prayer’. This power 
is the one we need to connect our lives to 
and the one  we can trust.” 

Eugene H. Peterson 

(1932 - 2018) 

Presbyterian Minister, 

scholar, theologian, 

author and poet; probably 

best known for his book: 

The Message:  

The Bible in 

Contemporary Language; 

...making the Bible’s 

original meaning more 

understandable. 

On Reflection 
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Christ Church Nursery School 

Summer Camp 
 

Join us as we explore the world around us. Our program offers 
many outdoor activities including: art · nature · science · group 

games & projects. Each week will be based on a theme: the beach 
· ocean · camping & bugs! Our focus is on having fun in a creative, 

enriching environment. 
 

Summer Camp 
July 12 - 29th · Mon -Thursdays  ·  9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.    Fee—$280 

 
Art & Science Camp 

A weeklong camp exploring nature  through art & science 
Aug 2 - 6th · Mon to Friday  ·  9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.        Fee—$120 

 
 
 

17 Church Road · Pawling, NY 
For information or registration contact:  

Camille Ludington (845) 855-7309 
 

An immunization record is required  by July 12, 2021.  

All the Children 

Out of the Mouth of Babes 

“He follows your ‘tweets.’ That’s how God 
always knows what you’re doing.” 



 

Christ Church on Quaker Hill 
17 Church Road 
Pawling, NY  12564 

Join us in Church or Online! Sundays 10:00 a.m.  
(details inside) 

Christ Church on Quaker Hill 

He leadeth 
me beside 
the still 
waters. 

 Psalm 23:2 (KJV) 


