
  

CLARION 

ONE OF MY FAVORITE services each year is 
our outside Easter Sunrise Service. I am 
usually over at church between 5-5:30 a.m. 
getting things set up and ready. It is dark 
then, but by the time folks start to arrive 
the light from the rising sun is starting to 
appear. On our most meaningful day, it is a 
great symbolic reminder of what Easter, 
and our faith, are about.   
 
While always significant to me, I think this 
year the light of Easter might have even 
more meaning. Last year, I said that Lent 
took on an added and deeper meaning, as 
the pandemic took hold. The past year has 
not been easy for any of us. All of us are 
looking for the light, in every sense of that 
word. And I think there is a sense that 
things are looking brighter.    
 
Of course, we are not completely out of 
the woods, but certainly in a better place.  
As we have walked through this past year, 

we have worked hard to balance safety, 
faithfulness and trying to offer as much of 
church as we can. It has not been easy but, 
with God’s help and grace, I think we have 
done well.   

 

And as we enter this season, and things 
seem brighter, we can see the promise of 
Easter. The promises of resurrection 
remind us of the presence, the grace and 
the hope of God. They remind us that hope 
is stronger than despair, that resurrection 
is stronger than crucifixion and that light is 
stronger than darkness.   
 
I hope, as we travel through Lent this 
year, towards Easter morning, that this 
might take on renewed meaning.  I 
believe the days ahead will be a time of 
restoration and we will find a fresh way to 
be a resurrection people. We have waited 
for this time. Let us enter into it and 
embrace it.    
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A note of some of our Holy Week services:  
We will celebrate— 
• Palm Sunday on March 28th at our 

usual 10:00 a.m.  
• We will have our Maundy Thursday 

service of Tenebrae on April 1st at 
8:00 p.m. (will be live-streamed as well) 

• Of course Easter Sunday, the 4th, we 
will offer our outside Sunrise Service 
at 6:30 a.m. Communion will be 
offered at this service.  At 10:00 a.m. 
we will have our Easter service of 
word and music.   

 
We hope you can join us for these special 
times of worship. Let us proclaim God’s 
Easter “yes” to the Good Friday places in 
our world and in our lives.   
 
In His Name, Rev. Mark  † 
 
 
Sunday Services Online 
Being with us in person is the best way to 
participate in all of our services (social 
distancing is in place). However, if this is 
not possible, we are streaming live via FB 
every Sunday: Facebook.com/ccoqh.  
 
 
Our Own Channel 
Short video clips “Time with the Children” 
with Pastor Mark: 
https:www.youtube.com/channel/
UCXWOLpz-d150ONUhTYEDTDg  
You may subscribe to receive links each 
week directly from this site. 
 
 
Donate Button 
Please remember that your regular gifts 
may be made through our website 
(www.ccoqh.org) with the “Donate 
Online” button. Thank you for your 
continuing support of our church as we all 
do our best to navigate this time and 
continue our important mission. 

With Your Health & Safety  
in Mind 
Complete Covid-19 Guidelines and 
Restrictions can be found on our website. 
Seating 
• Seating in the church (including both 

back rooms) will be limited. The 
numbers will change but are currently 
at 80 people. Seating will be on a ‘first 
come’ basis. However, any folks 
beyond that number will be invited to 
Lankler Hall where audio from the 
service is available. 

• Pews will be marked to assure 6 feet 
between people or families. 

• The Elder will be able to help you find 
seating. 

• We ask that folks not gather in the 
back hallway when entering, and we 
will not be shaking hands before or 
after the service. 

  
Masks & Sanitation 
• The church will be professionally and 

thoroughly cleaned after each service. 
• Please bring and wear a mask or face 

covering (exception: children under 
age 2). We ask you to bring your own, 
but will have a few if you forget. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available as you 
enter the church. We encourage you 
to use it. 

• Weather permitting, we will open 
windows for ventilation and the doors 
will be opened to limit having to 
touch them. 

  
Health Info 
• We encourage those who are 

vulnerable to stay at home and watch 
our service live-streamed on FB 
(available to all, even if not on FB). 

• Those who are sick, have a fever, have 
signs of contracting COVID-19 or flu, 
or have someone in their household 
with symptoms, need to stay at home 
and worship online. 

YouTube 

facebook.com/ccoqh 

Pastor Mark D. Allan 

Mark’s message continued from cover page 

Church Notices 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXWOLpz-d150ONUhTYEDTDg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXWOLpz-d150ONUhTYEDTDg
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Worship Service 
• The format of the service will continue 

to be shorter and streamlined 
(approximately 40 minutes long). 
Gradually we anticipate adding 
elements back in. 

• Hymnals, envelopes and pens have 
been temporarily removed from pews. 

• A simple one page bulletin is being 
provided in church. Copies for each 
service are on our website. 

• We are currently not offering 
communion during services. This will 
be revisited on a periodic basis. 
However, if you would like 
communion, please let Rev. Mark 
know and it can be offered to you in 
your home or in the pastor’s study. 

• Unfortunately, we will not be singing 
hymns nor will the Christ Church 
Singers be offering music for the time 
being. However, Toni and perhaps a 
couple of others, will be offering two 
pieces of music. 

• Our FaceBook Livestream will 
continue for the foreseeable future. 

  
General Information 
• The bathroom in the church will be 

available for use. 
• We are presently offering a very 

simple coffee hour after church in 
Lankler Hall. No food is being offered, 
just coffee and tea. This will also be 
reassessed periodically. We ask that 
all mask and socially-distance. 

• We are still not offering Sunday 
School nor Nursery. See pg 2 re: video 
clips by the pastor for children. 

• We certainly understand that some, 
for many reasons, may not yet feel 
comfortable coming to church. We 
know you will return when the time is 
right. In the meantime we invite you 
to watch us online. 

Note: Guidelines subject to change. 

Precious Lord,  
Take My Hand 
Lyrics: Thomas Andrew Dorsey  
 

Precious Lord, take my hand 
Lead me on, let me stand 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn 
Through the storm, through the night 
Lead me on to the light 
Take my hand, precious Lord 
Lead me home. 
 
When my way grows drear 
Precious Lord, linger near 
When my life is almost gone 
Hear my cry, hear my call 
Hold my hand lest I fall 
Take my hand, precious Lord  
Lead me home. 
 
When the darkness appears  
And the night draws near 
And the day is past and gone 
At the river I stand 
Guide my feet, hold my hand 
Take my hand, precious Lord  
Lead me home. 

Music for the soul 

By mixing the sound of 

blues and jazz with African

-American church hymns, 

Thomas Dorsey became 

known as the “Father of 

Black Gospel Music.” 

 
“Precious Lord” was 

written in 1932 by Dorsey 

following the death of his 

wife and infant son during 

childbirth. In his grief (not 

wanting anything more to 

do w/gospel songs or 

God), a friend brought him 

to a neighborhood music 

school where he sat down 

at the piano. 

Remembering a five-note 

melody from his Sunday 

School days, he arranged 

the tune, and added his 

own words. It was 

introduced to the choir at 

Atlanta’s Ebenezer’s 

Baptist Church where 

Martin Luther King, Senior 

was pastor. 
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We Can’t Thank You Enough! 
From your Family of Friends at  
Christ Church 
 
A big “shout out” to Betsy Brockway 
and Donna Mangiafico: 
 
On behalf of the family of Christ Church 
we all want to say a big thank you for 
your devotion and endless hours of hard 
work in putting together our church’s 
2020 Silent Auction. 
 
During this challenging year you were 
both determined to “make this work”... 
and that you did!!!... putting together a 
project never done before at our church. 
The research alone to find the right tools 
and bidding company took many hours 
and weeks to sort out. Then came the 
letters and phone calls seeking out 
donations and then, the collection of 
these items. The organizational planning 
and distribution of picking up and paying 
for the final bid items was another well-
run project in itself. 
 
In the end…the money raised from this 
Silent Auction was equal to that of prior 
years. And the best part was the fun that 
everyone had following the bids online 
for 2 weeks and being able to counter-
bid. And the 2nd best part is that many 
have requested that we continue to add 
the Online Silent Auction to our future 
bazaars! 
 
Both Betsy and Donna gifted their talents 
and dedicated work to this, our first such 
Silent Auction, and for that we are all so 
grateful for this job well done!!! 
 
 
 
 
Submissions for the May-Jun ’21 Clarion: 
please send to Dorothy De Vere Langley 

New Directory 
Thank you to Nancy and Gary Kurz 
for their gift of a beautiful 
Directory of Members and 
Friends — an ideal way to keep in 
touch with your church family. 
Copies are available at the back of 
the church or through the church 
office. 

 

St. Pauly Shed 
A  great part of our Outreach 
program, this clothing shed is now 
open.  If you’re cleaning out your 
winter closets and finding yourself 
with unwanted clothing that is still in 
good condition, please consider 
dropping them off here.  
 
This clothing is brought on Midnight 
Runs to those in need. Items not used 
are then purchased by the family-run 
business, St. Pauly Textiles. That 
compensation then goes towards our 
church and other Outreach programs.   

Christ Church on Quaker Hill 

17 Church Road Tel (845) 855-1188 
Pawling, NY  12564 www.ccoqh.org 
 
Pastor: Rev. Mark D. Allan revmallan@comcast.net 
Pas. Assoc.: Rev. Bryan Turner revbryanturner@gmail.com

Reaching out   
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Hearts, Souls (& stomachs too!) 
The heart of our church are the many 
people who give of their time to help the 
church with all of its endeavors. Good 
food is never far from many people’s 
thoughts and our celebrity bakers never 
fail. This last year, apple pies and crisps for 
Thanksgiving, and then cookies for 
Christmas, were on the dessert menu.  
 
Many churchgoers helped out as it is a fun 
time to catch-up and get to  know one 
another better—evidence photos of just 
some of our volunteers —to the right. Not 
shown, but equally important, are our 
satisfied customers.  
 
All proceeds go towards the cost of running 
our church.  
 
 
Upcoming Easter Goody Sale 
Kathleen Weiss: kateweiss27@aol.com 
Fran Wathley: ppw3513@aol.com 
 
In this season of faith renewed and re-
energized, we’d like to give the church a 
boost to alleviate some of the expenses 
due to the pandemic. We’re looking for a 
variety of goodies: pretzels, toffee, 
brownies, pudding, cupcakes, tres leche 
cake, fudge, coffee cake, banana bread… 
whatever you’d like to make for our goody 
table on Easter Sunday. 
 
We ask that you contact Kate or Fran 
ahead of time to let them know you’ll 
contribute; they don’t need to know what 
it’ll be. Bring the item the Saturday 
morning (4/3/21) before Easter, covered in 
saran wrap, with a “Maker’s” tag. They 
will price it out. 
 
Let’s put some smiles on people’s faces 
after this long, cold winter. Here comes 
the Sun! 

Volunteering 

Apple pie in the making: 
top to bottom (l. to r.):  
Joe Walsh,  
Tony Langley. 
 
Ruth Comunale,  
Margaret Gobbo.  
 
Jill Nash,  
Rosemary Geiseking.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cookies for sale 
(from l. to r.): 
Maggie Everett,  
Kathleen Weiss,  
Gail Burweger,  
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Reflections 

S·E·R·M·O·N·S on Audio 
Below follows a paraphrased summary of 
Pastor Mark’s sermon “The Love Connection”, 
delivered 8/8/2010. His complete message can 
be heard at www.ccoqh.org/sermons 
 
Love. And Fear. Two ways of being in the 
world. Two ways of living. A concept of 
opposites. In one, we place others before 
ourselves; with the other, we place 
ourselves before everything else.  
 
It would seem obvious then that love is the 
path to take. So why does the Bible speak of 
it so often? Perhaps because we all 
experience anxiety at some time. But it’s 
when that anxiety becomes a way of life 
that we feel overwhelmed. Life, then, most 
certainly becomes a choice. 
 
Choosing to live with love means having a  
sense of boldness: knowing there is some-
thing bigger than yourself, and when you 
find it and live it, you know there is nothing 
to be afraid of, for love does not live in fear. 
 
Pastor Mark recounts author Philip Yancey’s 
story regarding the Truth in Reconciliation 
Commission hearings initiated by President 
Nelson Mandela and Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu in South Africa after the end of 
apartheid. The idea was to defuse the 
natural pattern of revenge when an 
oppressed people took control from an-
other group. Basically, if a white policeman 
voluntarily faced his accusers, confessed his 
crimes and acknowledged his guilt, he could  

 
not be tried and punished for that crime.  
 
One such officer faced an elderly woman 
who lost her son and husband at his hands 
under the cruelest of conditions. When the 
judge asked her what she wanted of the 
officer, she named three things: 
 
1. That he gather the dust at the site of her 

husband’s burning so she could give him 
a decent burial. 

2. That though the officer had taken her 
family, she still had a lot of love to give. 
She asked that 2x a month, he go to her 
home in the ghetto and spend the day 
with her so she could be a mother to him. 

3. That he know he is forgiven by God; and 
so that he would know her forgiveness 
was for real, she asked that she might 
embrace him. 

 
There was a “new and different kind of 
love” as preached and practiced by Jesus, 
and ultimately by many of his followers, 
writes Huston Smith, author of The World’s 
Religions: “Conventional love was evoked by 
lovable qualities in the beloved but the love 
that people encountered from Christ was 
one where Jesus embraced sinners and 
outcasts, Samaritans and enemies. It gave, 
not prudentially in order to receive, but 
because giving was its very nature.” 
 
As Mark says, life is a choice. We can either 
experience and live in the power of God 
(love) or seek power for power’s sake.  

No one has to hurt alone  
Stephen Ministry is a lay care ministry that provides quality 
Christian care. As an SM congregation, Christ Church is here to 
help. If you would like to talk to someone please contact the 
church office. All information is kept confidential. 

We can help. 

“...the love that 

people 

encountered from 

Christ was one 

where Jesus 

embraced sinners 

and outcasts, 

Samaritans and 

enemies. It gave, 

not prudentially 

in order to 

receive, but 

because giving 

was its very 

nature..” 
  

Huston  Smith 
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Faces at Church 

Has this area always been home to you? 
Mike and I were actually born in the 
same hospital in Virginia a few months 
apart but didn’t meet until college at 
University of VA. We both grew up in 
the Northern VA area and moved to NY 
after graduation. Jake and Ben were 
born here in the northeast. Oh, and 
we’ve also lived in Minnesota! 
 
What does a typical day in the 
Matthews household look like? Both 
boys live and study at college. Ben is a 
freshman at Penn State studying 
business, and Jake is a sophomore at 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) in 
Massachusetts, double majoring in 
Computer Science and Interactive 
Media & Game Design. Mike works for 
IBM (from home since last March). And 
I teach 4th Grade at Sarah Noble 
Intermediate School in New Milford.  
 
How did you find your way to Christ 
Church? We were hiking at Pawling 
Nature Preserve and drove by. It was so 
beautiful that we decided to come try 
out a Sunday. 
 
You’re all involved at CC. Tell us a little 
about that: Mike has been an Elder for 
many years; he was Chair of the Council, 
Co-chair of the new minister search 
committee and Treasurer for a while. 
I’ve been Sunday School Super-
intendent for a few years and a Sunday 
School teacher before that. I’ve also co-
chaired the Christmas Bazaar for a few 
years. Both boys have played chimes 
and bells when they were younger, 

were part of the Youth Group, and were 
confirmed at the church. 
 
Family favorite traditions? Every winter 
we put on a Raclette Dinner. 
Raclette is a delicious 
cheese that melts well. 
We have a special 
machine that melts it, 
and then it can be 
poured over 
potatoes, smoked 
meats, bread, 
veggies. It’s a lot 
of fun, sort of like 
fondue! 
 
Hobbies?  
Mike loves hiking & skiing.  
Ben: fishing & baseball.  
Jake: skiing & reading.   
Me [Karen]: love reading & 
cooking (and thank goodness 
because they all love to eat!) 
 
Family get-a-ways? Mike’s family 
has a summer home in Nova 
Scotia on the Bras d’Or Lakes. We 
also frequently visit Cape Cod for 
the beach and Mount Tremblant 
and Vermont for ski vacations. 
 
Future adventures? Jake has his IQP 
Project at WPI which will be an 
adventure to Glacier National Park. 
He will live and work there for the 
first half of the fall semester. The rest of 
the family looks forward to traveling 
again; there are many, many places still 
to be discovered. 

Getting to Know Us —  The Matthews Family 

Karen and Mike + sons, Jake (20) and Ben (18) = one active family of four  
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Christ Church on Quaker Hill 
17 Church Road 
Pawling, NY  12564 

Christ Church on Quaker Hill 

Back in Church & Online! — Sundays 10:00 a.m. (see details inside) 

 

 

He saw the linen 
cloths lying there, 
and the face cloth, 

which had been 
on Jesus’ head…,  

folded up in a 

place by itself.           

 

John 20: 6-7 (ESV) 


