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While Easter might seem like
one day, for us who see this
message as our center, each day
brings us the promise and hope
ofEaster. For we are an Easter
people, and our faith is a
resurrection faith. Each moment
can remind us of the anticipation
of new life and the assurance of
God’s presence.

The meaning ofEaster is a great
gift – the greatest gift – but it
also is a responsibility and an opportunity. This
gift only means something ifwe live into it. It
only can grow when we share it.

At the end ofMatthew’s gospel, the resurrected
Jesus appears to his disciples and says “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And remember, I

am with you always, to the end of
the age.” (Matthew 28:1 8).

These words are not only are
“marching orders”, so to speak,
they are also a reminder of the
way we live into Easter and find
the joy of our faith.

And so as we move into our long-
awaited spring, I see many places
where we will be doing just that.

On another note, I encourage you to read Gail
Orser’s article in this issue about some recent
improvements made to the Manse. Barb and I
thank her for leading this project and we are
grateful also all those folks she listed, for their
contributions. While it is important for our
church to keep up its substantial investment in
all the buildings on our historic property, we are
grateful to be able to enjoy them in our time in
the Manse. And so we appreciate all these
updates and the sentiment behind them all.

Peace,
Mark+

by Camille Ludington

Spring is finally here! ! The
children have been so excited

to spend more time outdoors, playing on the
playground and taking walks on the beautiful
grounds here at Christ Church. We've begun
planting seeds and planning a children's garden
for our playground. March was a busy month
beginning with a special Read Across America

celebration. We had many terrific guest readers
including our own Reverend Mark and Leigh
Hill. St. Patrick's Day was quite a celebration
with tricks played on the children by the
visiting leprechauns. We have added French
Class to our busy days,taught by Pascale
Zeynali. The children have begun to greet each
other with a friendly Bon Jour! Our Cooking,
Science and Math classes are adding so much
to our already enriching curriculum.
We are having a wonderful year! !

Thank you for your continued support.

Living into Easter
by Reverend Mark Allan

Christ Church

Nursery School
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Over four years ago, when we asked Mark
Allan to be our pastor, we showed him and his
dear wife Barb the manse (the minister’s
house). It is a beautiful old house with lots of
character. However, one of the areas that really
needed updating was the kitchen. At the time
the council considered doing some updates, but
there just were not any funds available to do so.
So, when we showed the Allan’s the house, we
told them we knew the kitchen needed updating
and we promised that we would work on it in
the coming years.

Four years later, when I was asked to go back
onto the council, I asked the question, “Has
anything been done to the manse kitchen?” The
answer was no. So, I asked Kevin Kitowski,
the chair of the Elders, if I could raise the
money needed for the project. He checked with
other members and gave me the go-ahead.
Because it was Stewardship season we wanted
to be sure that we did not impact the giving at
the end of the year, or what someone would
pledge for the coming year. I promised I would
ask people to give a gift above and beyond their
regular annual giving.

I met with Mark and Barbara Allan to tell them
that we wanted to update some of the
appliances in the kitchen and we began to
prioritize the needs. Our first conversation was
shortly after Super Storm Sandy, and surviving
10 days without electricity was fresh on their
minds. Mark told me that his first priority was
to buy a generator. I suggested that this could
be part of this project.

As of the end ofMarch the project has been
completed. This is what was accomplished:
Purchased a new refrigerator, a stove with a
double oven (to provide extra space when the
minister hosts special events at their home), a

stove hood, and a dishwasher.

Built a cabinet to match the rest of the kitchen
in an empty spot in the kitchen. This was a
much needed addition to the kitchen and gives
it a much more finished look.
Purchased a new toilet for the first floor
bathroom. This was on the top ofBarb and
Mark’s list because the toilet was very low and
it was very inconvenient for visitors and family
members with mobility issues.

Purchased a generator and Thom Murphy spent
days updating the electrical panel and installing
a new switch.

The funding for this project was raised by
asking a few church members to consider an
additional gift. Everyone who was asked
enthusiastically contributed.

Special thanks go to:

Liz Allen
Ingrid and Heinz Buell
Katie and Brian Berlandi
Betsy and John Brockway
Patsy Cowie
John Daniels
Maggie Everett
Barbara and Bob Fornshell
Mimi and Doug Hedwig
Kevin Kitowski
Nancy and Gary Kurz
Cheryl and Jim Lebenthal
Anna Lindstrom and Carey Hade
Karen and Mike Matthews
Kathy and Bob Muller
Nancy and Tom Noonan
Jon Olsen
Gail and Dave Orser
Nancy and Bob Reilly
Betty and Roger Smith
Ron Wozniak

In addition, special thanks go to Stan Chase,
Thom Murphy, Derek Brockhoff and Dave
Orser for giving their time and talents to
complete this project. This helped to keep the
costs down. Volunteers are such an important
part of this type of project.

by Gail Orser

(continued on page 3)
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I began this series of articles suggesting that as
individuals, we begin this year resolved to live
a healthier lifestyle, and explore how “living
green” is a way for us to honor God. Amy
Mehlrose has given us some very practical,
nutritious, and delicious ways to help each of us
to do Just One Thing. We even celebrated St.
Patrick’s Day with a Green Coffee Hour hosted
by Amy, Ruth Comunale, and myself that
offered a sampling of good-for-you treats and
drinks. This was followed with the Juicing 101
class the following Saturday. And so the
journey to maintain our physical bodies
continues.

Another look at I Corinthians 3:1 6 “Don’t you
know that you yourselves are God’s temple and
that God’s Spirit lives in you?” along with a bit

more research, and I learn that the pronouns
used in this verse are plural and refer to the
church. However, I Corinthians 6:1 9 & 20 does
speak to us as individuals, reading: “Do you not
know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received
from God? You are not your own; you were
bought at a price. Therefore honor God with
your body.” As an individual, I have the ability
to support the group of believers, but in order to
offer that support I need to first take care of
myself.

In an airplane emergency we are instructed to
put the oxygen mask on yourself first, and then
help the person next to you. In honoring God
with our bodies and through our church, we
needn’t wait for a so-called emergency. Feeding
ourselves properly and getting in some regular
exercise shouldn’t be something we put on hold
“until. . .” By simply doing Just One Thing, like
putting on that oxygen mask, we prepare
ourselves to be supportive of each other.
Gathering together for worship on Sunday
mornings, and enjoying fellowship during
coffee hour are two of the easiest ways we
individually support the Family that is Christ
Church on Quaker Hill.

We are an Easter People - let us rejoice and be
glad!

ALifestyle of Worship

by Barbara Vogel

The Council is discussing the next phase of
work on the manse. This will include painting
the kitchen and putting in new countertops and
then a bigger project of painting the outside of
the manse and garage. We will be looking for
lots of volunteer help, as well as some financial
support for paint and supplies. If you want to
be at the top of the list of helpers or financial
contributors please let me know.

I am grateful that this promised has been
fulfilled. We give thanks to Barb and Mark for
their patience and understanding and we hope
they enjoy all of these updates. Perhaps it is a
small way of letting them know how much we
all appreciate them.

A Promise Fulfilled (continued from page 2)
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Before I became a minister one ofmy ways to
gauge what church I was supposed to be at, was
to ask whether it felt like home. Were the
people welcoming? Did I find what I was
looking for? Was I challenged to grow in the
ways I knew I should? Did the “voice” of the
church resonate with me and what I believed?

Becoming a member of a church is not a small
decision, but it is an important one. In our
tradition joining a church as a member, matters.
There is a big difference between just attending
and making this your “home.”

Maybe you have been thinking about making
Christ Church on Quaker Hill your church
home. A few times each year we host informal
gatherings for those who wish to learn more

by Reverend MarkAllan

about Christ Church and about membership
here. Please know that there is no obligation –
just a chance to find out more about Christ
Church on Quaker Hill, and to ask some
questions.

In order to join there are 2 meetings to be
attended. The first is scheduled for 3:30PM on
Sunday, April 1 4th and the second at 3:30PM
on April 21 st. Both will be in the Pastors Study.

If you are interested, please contact the church
office (845-855-1188) to get more information
or to let us know you will be coming.

Please think about joining the Christ Church
family and making this your spiritual home!

Rev, Mark+
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As we did several times this past year, the
Congregational Life Team will write greeting
cards to members and friends who need thanks,
encouragement, sympathy, or just a "thinking of
you" message. Then the cards will be put out
before coffee hour for the whole congregation
to sign.

Congregational Life Chair Amy Mehlrose has
asked Mimi Hedwig and Linda Chase to
continue to lead this ministry. If you would like
to participate, here are some ways:

1 . Donate any greeting cards you may have
received from charitable organizations, that you
don't need. Linda or Mimi will be happy to
receive them on Sunday at church.
2. Contribute postage stamps. (This is a good
way to get rid of all those miscellaneous
outdated stamps that we all have lying around.
If you could do a little online research and let
us know the value of those that don't have it
printed on them, that would be great.)
3 . Let Mimi or Linda know about anyone you
know ofwho would enjoy receiving a card.
(mhedwig@gmail.com; ragtime49@aol.com)
4. Join in writing cards. We will meet after each
month's Congregational Life meeting, held after
worship on the second Sunday of the month.
April 1 4th is the next meeting.

"Kind words are like honey -- sweet to the soul
and healthy for the body" Proverbs 16:24 NLT.

Let me begin by saying we are truly blessed by
the youth of this wonderful Church! Their
excitement and enthusiasm is infectious! We
have been working on various events. Our first
Breakfast Run into New York City will be
taking place on April 6th. This will give the
youth a daytime opportunity to give a hot meal,
coffee, fruit, clothing, and toiletry items to the
homeless. The Youth Group has also been

working very hard on a fundraiser for
Guideposts Comfort for Kids Kits.Katie
Berlandi joined us during a Friday evening and
helped explain how important these kits are to
sick children. As most of you have seen during
coffee hour, these kits are filled with a variety
of special items to help them in their time of
need. Such as a cuddly plush star named
"Sparkle", stickers, a stress ball, crayons, a
special journal that kids can use to help process
their feelings, an "I'm Special" bracelet, and a
peaceful music cd with selected favorites of
Mrs. Ruth Stafford Peale. During a Youth
Group brainstorming session, the group decided
on a dance as their fundraiser. How great! Stay
tuned for more information as we plan this
great event!

News
by Stephanie Giordano

by Mimi Hedwig
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We have placed an order for 4 benches with
personalized built in bronze plaques to go
inside the garden. One bench was dedicated by
Nada Davis and a second by Gary and Nancy
Kurz. A third bench was dedicated to Sandy
Brown by family and friends and the fourth
bench was in honor ofDick and Erna Loerch,
also dedicated by family and friends. We have
been receiving contributions for these last two
benches and encourage additional gifts.

We have also ordered a fifth bench which will
go outside the garden on the north edge of the
curved walkway. This bench will have a back
which will accept 14 memorial plaques. Two
plaques have been “sold,” each in honor and
memory of a family. The price is presently $500
for each plaque until the dedication of the
garden on June 8, 2013. After that we plan to
increase the price to $650.

Our ordering is not finished! We also ordered 4
low lying stones with large inset bronze back
plaques to hold the nameplates. These will be
inside the garden, two on the east side and two
on the west side. Each of these back plaques
will have 3 rows of 12 predrilled places for
name plates giving a total of 36 per stone and

144 in total. Each name plate will have an
individual’s name on one line and the year of
birth and death on the second line. The
nameplates can be for those who have chosen to
have their cremated ashes spread in the garden.
The nameplates can also be for loved ones we
choose to remember no matter where they are
presently buried. A number of our early “sales”
were for family members who are buried far
away. A nameplate in the Remembrance Garden
brings them closer to us.

The nameplate pricing is also $500 until June
8th and then will go to $650. The nameplates
cost about $150 each when considering a partial
cost of the stone and the back plaques. The
additional money will help pay for the expense
of the garden.

We have also ordered several larger plaques to
be affixed to the stone pillars. These will be
unveiled at the dedication services on Saturday,
June 8th.

If you have questions please speak to me,
Roger Smith (at church or call me at home at
855-1248), or meet with Leigh Hill in the
church office.

Peale Remembrance Garden Update

by Roger Smith
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Christ Church on Quaker Hill
1 7 Church Rd
Pawling, NY 12564

Return Service Requested

To:

As a fundraiser to expand the Christ Church
Nursery School playground, Betsy
Brockway will be bicycling the Great
Allegheny Passage, May 4-11 2013, with Gail
Orser and their husbands as support crew. The
nursery school installed new equipment last
summer with funds raised in the past by the
parents. It is our hope to add more playground
equipment sections in the future.

The Great Allegheny Passage or GAP is now
the longest rail trail east of the Mississippi
River for 150 miles. It spans two states in it's
course along great rivers and across mountain
passes from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to

Cumberland, Maryland. It traces the path of
railroads that helped build America but also
follows a former Native American path, trade
route, military road, and part of the original
National Road.

You may make a single donation or pledge an
amount per mile. A pledge sheet is posted on
the Thomas Center Atrium bulletin board. All
checks should be payable to: Christ Church
Nursery School, with a notation on the memo
line "Playground funds." All contributions are
appreciated as a investment in our young
children's physical health!




