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A Heart Condition...
Greetings Church! I told you last month that in this month’s article I would
be explaining the title of my column, A Heart Condition, so let’s get right to it.
Around 18 months ago, God showed me a passage in Ezekiel 36. Here is what
verse 26-27 says, “And I will give you a new heart with new and right desires,
and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony heart of sin and give
you a new, obedient heart. And I will put my Spirit in you so you will obey my
laws and do whatever I command.” The more I have walked with God, I have
learned that God is less interested in what I do but much more concerned with
who I am becoming in Him. My goal used to be to change how I acted to please
God more, but there was a problem. While I was able to change my behavior, it
was only for short periods of time and then I would fall right back into my old
sinful ways. This terrible repeating pattern would eat at me, and each time I failed
it would get harder and harder to even desire to try to live a changed life. It led me
to question how God could like, much less love, someone like me who always
talked about wanting to be His yet couldn’t change his behavior in any sort of
lasting way. At the point of my biggest despair and disappointment, God led me
to the passage in Ezekiel, and it changed everything!
As I read these verses I realized the error in my thinking that had led me to
a cycle of disappointment and depression. What I was trying to do was modify
my behavior, while God wanted to modify my heart. You see, it is only when God
works on our hearts and changes them, that we even really have the desire to follow His commands and laws. When God renews our heart, which is something
only He can do, that change brings about in us is a greater love for Him than for
ourselves and the sins we run after, and the end result of an intimate love relationship with God is a heart that longs to show God our love for Him, and we do that
by following His commands not to change us, but because of the change He has
already brought about in us. In the words of a old pastor of mine, we realize that,
“Each day is not a test from God, but a rest in God.”
It is with this in mind that I have realized now how I need to live if I ever
really want to learn to love God like I want to and feel called to; I need to live
with a heart condition. A heart condition that requires me to daily renew my intimate love relationship with the King of the Universe who made me by hand, because it is when He gives me a new heart that I really become who He wants me
to be. So I live with a heart condition, because that’s the only real way to live, and
I hope you’ll live with a heart condition too!
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Prayer Meeting 6:30

Prayer
List
Spiritual Growth
Unity as a church
The 414 Project
Africa Trip
Jan And Erika

Monthly
Memory Verse:
I am the vine
and you are the
branches. If
anyone remains
in me, and I in
him he will bear
much fruit.
Apart from me
you can do
nothing.
John 15:5

LONG RANGE PLANNING: HITTING THE MARK
Many of you may or may not know what a Long Range Planning Committee can do for your church. When
I first came into the committee, long range to me, meant shooting at a target down range and making a bull’seye. When you are trying to make that shot you must start with the right gun, the right ammunition, the right
vision and of course a steady hand. Ask any shooter about the success of a shot and it always comes to a steady
hand. I equate this to confidence and commitment to Faith when moving forward with a plan.
Long range, as term, can be a misnomer in thinking that all projects are large and in the distant future. It is
important to understand that God’s plan may develop over-night or may be forty years in the making.
Sometimes the hardest aspect of His plan is developing the patience of Job.
LRP is the blueprint that the church will use to guide us through God’s plan. Worship, Discipleship,
Stewardship, Missions Outreach; each, of these components, are an integral part of the committee. This why it
is so very important that each member of Long Range Planning be a chair from other committees.
Meetings are held typically once a month. Each meeting is opened by praying as a group; it’s important to
let God be our Chairman. The committee reviews points from the previous meeting and then opens the floor to
the members. Proposals are debated and reviewed and may be directed back as recommendations from the
Deacons or any given committee.
Currently the committee is active with numerous projects, one of which is the 414 Project, and the success
if this project will draw several variations to the Church’s blueprint. We are also engaged with BGCT’s architects, who in turn will pave new avenues with the 414 Project. Other topics are mission trips, mentoring a new
community church in Wilson County, developing roadside church signage into Karnes City, and Web streaming worship service to the church’s internet web site.
The Lord wants us, and as His Plan is revealed, we need to be prepared and be willing to follow on faith
with love and commitment. We require the help of each Church Member to check our pulse from time to time
and to do this properly we need to be hands on. Thank you for your support and love.
Ed Griffin
LRP Chair

Music Notes
The best of the firstfruits…you shall bring into the house of
the Lord Your God. -Exodus 23:19 ESV
As slaves of Christ, do the will of God with all your heart.
Work with enthusiasm as though you were working for the
Lord, rather than for people. –Ephesians 6:6b-7 NL
You might wonder why I chose the above Scriptures reference
to talk about the music program. I chose them because they
speak to my heart with regards to all the music that we do at
the church. First, I want to always bring the best of what I
have to offer Jesus, and I also want to remember whom I’m
really working for. There are times when I think we as Christians don’t bring our best efforts for whatever reason, but we
must always remember who we work for, what He’s done for
us, and what our response should be to such sacrificial love.
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: If you are a member
of the choir, want to be in choir, have left and want to come
back, or just want to see what we do at choir, please come to
one of the following practices: July 18th after Experiencing
God, or July 21st after prayer meeting. Important topics will
be discussed, and fellowship will be had (that means food!).

Announcements &
Upcoming Events
**Church Picnic, August 29 at Karnes
City Park, 4:30-8:30. Stay tuned for
more info soon!
**The 414 Project giving day is August 22. Please be asking God how he
would like you to be involved and
obey.
**Women’s accountability group
meets on Monday nights at 7:00.

Stewardship
Budgeted
Month: 11705.14
Year: 70230.84

Received
11548.93
81633.12

* includes first three weeks of giving
only

Kid tracks
What an awesome week of Children’s Camp! There
were 525 people at camp and 55 decisions were made to
follow Jesus, including three from our church! A big
thanks to all who gave to enable our kids to go, and also
for our wonderful counselors and rec staffers: Pat Dziuk,
Christy Dziuk, Caleb Dziuk, Susan Wishert, Margaret
Balderamos, Bryan Camber, Matt Gotthardt, Kendra
Emerson and Bro. Kevin.
Start praying now about being involved in this great ministry for next summer!!!

Youth facts
Need Answers? Ask God!
That’s our VBS Motto for this year! Can it get any
simpler than that? Yes, we are in full swing this
week, but it’s never too late to get involved with
VBS! While we have a super awesome crew working both hands on and behind the scenes to ensure
that all goes smoothly, stop on by, we can always
use YOUR help! Invite your neighborhood kids;
we’ll enroll new children on the last day!
The Youth Group has had a good summer so
far. I have truly enjoyed spending time with your
kids. Thank you parents for allowing me to minister to your children. Youth, thank you for faithfully coming to our meetings and functions. I am
excited about Master's camp this month. I can't
wait to hear what God teaches you at camp this
year. Know that even though I am not at camp, I
will be praying for each of you all week. If you
haven't signed up or have a friend who would like
to come, please let me know. It isn't too late to
sign up for camp.
Next month we are bringing the future 7th
grade kids up into the group. We are looking forward to getting to know those new kids. If you
have a child who finished 6th grade, look for details in the August news letter. We are planning a
fun activity to initiate them into the youth group.
Kayla Jones

It is such a blessing to see the smiles, hear the laughter and watch the joy, as we learn about God’s plan
for our lives. Our VBS scripture is: Now if any of
you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives to
all generously and without criticizing, and it will be
given to him. ~ James 1:5 (HCSB
I want to thank all our Wonderful Workers for all
that you do, without you, there would be no Vacation Bible School. Without VBS, one of the most
effective outreach programs we offer would be lost.
We never know when the seeds planted here will
take root and grow.
Please join us, you and the children, will be blessed.
Cathie Griffin
VBS Director

First Baptist Church
406 E Calvert
PO Box 367
Karnes City, TX 78118

July Birthdays
1– Jentri Cornelius

13– Thomas Moczyemba

1– Seth Dziuk

17– M.J. Davis

2– Alton Gross

18– Ashton Kunschik

3– Vivian Pyle

22– Ila Traxler

7– Dottie White

25– Jackie Rhodes

7– Jim Davis

25– Florence Wishert

8– Landri Cornelius

29– Aurey Kunschik

12– Leola Forister

31– Danay Gilley

