The Anchor
“so we do not drift away”

Vol 2, Issue 1, January 2011
Phone: 830-780-3147

Web Page: www.fbckarnescity.com

Email: pastor@fbckarnescity.com or secretary@fbckarnescity.com

A Heart Condition...
Here it is time for another newsletter article. I really struggle when I write these pieces,
because I know that it might be the only real time I get to talk to some of you. So I
always try and remain aware of that fact, and not simply write a fluffy and trite piece that
only barely reminds you of the greatest truth we know. That while we were still sinners,
God loved us so much that He sent His only Son to come and die on the cross so that if
we believe in Him we can have our sins forgiven and become children of God. The truth
is that I honestly think that every single member of our church has heard this message,
and yet despite hearing the gospel, we remain an unchanged people on the whole.
I can’t help but wonder sometimes what God thinks about us as a church. Obviously
He loves us more than we could possibly imagine, and has showered us with grace that
we might live for and with Him. God loves us...how amazing. Those words are life
altering, indeed they are the source of life. But are we living in amazement of that fact
and telling everyone we know? Has it become the most important thing in the world to
us?
We all believe that God is the most important thing in the world, our hearts know this
is true, yet the reality of our lives often makes this truth seem much less important. On
Sundays it is perhaps easiest to make God the most important thing, at least important
enough that we come to church and maybe Sunday school, unless we were up really late
or have something else we need to do that day. Of course church attendance or lack
thereof does not make us more or less forgiven in God’s sight, but I think it goes a long
way to showing us where our hearts lay. It makes me ask the question, how faithful are
we to God?
What makes someone faithful? Would you call a husband who flirts with other women
a faithful husband? Would you call an employee who spends half his day playing games
on the internet instead of working a faithful employee? Yet often I think we give God
very little prestige in our life and think we are being faithful in honoring Him as the Lord
of our life. Does God view us as faithful when we do not put Him at the center of our
life?
“Do not worry about tomorrow. Let tomorrow worry about itself. Living faithfully is
a large enough task for today.” Matthew 6:34 from The Voice. The hardest thing for a
believer to do is to live faithfully to God. To everyday live a life that is faithful to God,
that puts Him in His correct position as the center of our lives, as the one who directs our
thoughts, our emotions, our behaviors and actions. As your pastor I want to this month
encourage you to live faithfully. To quit putting things in front of God, or relegating Him
to a secondary importance in how you arrange your life. If a new year truly is a time to
reorganize and rearrange your life and priorities, let me implore you to return Jesus to
His correct position as the King of your life, and not just the guy you come to talk about
one day a week. May we all live in such a way that when God examines us He might be
able to call us good and faithful servants. Let’s do it together on this journey.
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Prayer
List
•Spiritual Growth
•Unity as a church
•The 414 Project
•Africa Trip
•Youth/Children’s
Minister

Monthly
Memory Verse:
“Do not worry
about tomorrow.
Let tomorrow
worry about itself.
Living faithfully is
a large enough task
for today.”
Matthew 6:34

Sound Bytes
I am resolved, no longer to linger, charmed by the
world’s delights…
As we enter a new year, it draws my thoughts
towards ways to resolve to be a better Christ follower
in the new year. However, my wife reminded me as I
was speaking of this to her that this is first and
foremost a music article, so I could only write about a
New Year’s resolution if it pertained to music.
Immediately the words of the above hymn came to
my mind along with the spirit of the words. The best
way that I can become a better Christ follower in my
personal walk is to not allow myself to be charmed
by the world’s delights. Coming off a season that has
been drastically transformed in our culture to one of
receiving things we don’t need and don’t draw us to
Christ, it seems appropriate. I always need to strive
to keep the main thing the main thing and place
Christ in His rightful place in my life (at the center of
all). After all, it’s all about Him anyway. I just need
to resolve to keep it that way.
Announcements: 1) Choir practice will resume in
the New Year on January 9th. Enjoy the well
deserved time off. 2) If you would like to do a
special or would like to hear a particular song done as
a special, please don’t hesitate to let Mary Anna or
myself know about it.
~Nathan Jones

Since my decision to join the members of our church to
go on the mission trip to Africa, my Savior, Jesus Christ,
has directed me on another journey. A journey that has
reshaped me and changed me into someone who is willing
to be used by Christ and for Christ. This willingness to
serve Jesus has caused me to examine my life, open my
heart, body, and soul to my Lord, and have my sins
revealed to me. Seeking forgiveness and receiving it from
Jesus Christ has made all the difference now.
I have made a commitment to Jesus to allow myself to
be used for his purpose. He is shaping me into a vessel
that is being filled with His word, His love, and His
compassion. Through the Masterlife Series, I am learning
what it means to truly be a disciple of Jesus Christ, from
the six key disciplines (spend time with the Master, live in
the word, pray in faith, fellowship with believers, witness
to the world, and minister to others). I am learning to the
open myself to the leading of the Holy Spirit.
I Corinthians 6:19-20 says it all, " Do you not know your
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom
you received from God? You are not your
own; you were bought at a price. Therefore
honor God with your body."
~ Pat Bomba

Announcements &
Upcoming Events
*** The College Ready Class begins on January 20 at
6:30 pm in the Karnes City High School Library. This
class will meet for six consecutive Thursdays and is
open for all high school seniors in Karnes County. The
cost is $5 per student. If you have any questions, you
can contact Will Johnson.
*** New offering envelopes are now available at the
back of the church sanctuary. You may pick them up at
your convenience. Everyone will have a new number
due to a new computer program. Please contact the
church office if you did not receive a box and would like
one.
*** Awana clubs start back up on January 19 at 6:00
pm. The Awana dinner is served from 5:30-5:45 pm.
*** MasterLife classes begin again on January 23 at
6:00. If you were in a previous class you are already
added to the new list. If you would like to join a class,
feel free to sign up on the sheet at the back of the
sanctuary. Books are $10.

Stewardship
Month:
Year:

Budgeted
11,705.14
140,461.68

Received
16,099.72
178,847.96

Youth facts
Disciple Now 2011 is quickly approaching. It is
scheduled for Feb 4-6. We are very excited to see
how God moves in your lives during this weekend.
The youth committee is currently working on all
the details of the weekend, but it will be very
similar to last year's Disciple Now. We have a
guest speaker that I am very excited to share with
all of you. Aaron Collins is on staff with Young
Life in San Antonio, but I have known him as my
brother all my life. He is excited to meet all of
you and be a part of this weekend. The weekend
will consist of 3 discipleship sessions, a worship
service, and a fun activity in San Antonio. The
cost is only $25 per person which includes all the
activities, meals, and a t-shirt. Start talking to your
friends and invite them to Disciple Now 2011.
Everyone is guaranteed to have a great time. The
last day to sign up is Sunday night, on January
16th. Feel free to talk to me if you have any
questions or concerns.
~ Kayla Jones

December Gatherings
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Christmas Cantata

First Baptist Church
406 E Calvert
PO Box 367
Karnes City, TX 78118

January Birthdays
1– Johnny Wright

21– Beth Griffin

3– Clint Kunschik

21– Shaylan Wright

5– Jolee Cornelius

22– Matthew Sommer

6– Ken Pearce

23– Cathie Griffin

8– Kendra Emerson

25– Addie Bradshaw

11– Charles Bedford

27– Dale Gross

12– Bill Pyle

28– Tommy Gross

14– Dara Camber

29– Jimmy Hays

14– Gordon Lawson
15– Kim Wright

