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I am simply ecstatic about what the Lord is doing today, in the lives of His people.  
While often what the Lord accomplishes is in the realm of the unseen areas of the 
heart and soul of man, the effects of what He accomplishes can be seen in the 
outward practical lives, of those who have turned over their lives to Him.  The first 
message of the Lord, to you and I today, is a message of hope. 
 
To begin, let me just say what an honor and privilege it is to get to share this 
message with you today.  We have wanted to make this type of material available for 
a long time, and are very grateful for all who have donated time and resources to 
help make this possible.  We believe that you are more than worth the investments 
made, and appreciate your time today. 
 
Hi!  We hope that you are doing well today, and living a life that is blessed of the 
Lord.  From what we know about God’s character, and from His Word, one of His 
greatest desires is to have fellowship with and bless you and I.  In fact, the bulk of 
His effort and focus, since creating this world, has been to reach out to mankind, 
and make a way for us to be in relationship with Him.  This lesson today will help us 
to understand the Lord’s intention towards us, and what our response to Him 
should be.   
 
message of hope: 
 
 
The Bible says, in Romans 8:24, that: 
 
For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man 
seeth, why doth he yet hope for?  
(Romans 8:24 KJV) 
 
The Bible kind of hope, is the kind which says, there is a better day approaching.  In 
fact, in many ways, the better day is already available in Christ.  While there are 
rewards awaiting, in the Sweet Bye-and-Bye for those who will serve Him now, there 
are also plenty of rewards and benefits to enjoy today.  The Psalmist David 
expressed it this way: 
 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget none of His benefits; Who pardons all your 
iniquities, Who heals all your diseases; Who redeems your life from the pit, Who 
crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion; Who satisfies your years with 
good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle. The LORD performs 
righteous deeds And judgments for all who are oppressed.  
(Psalms 103:2-6 NASB) 
 
This is from the book of Psalms, which is from the Old Testament in the Bible.  The 
Old Testament contains the old covenant that God made with man, which included 
promises about forgiveness of sins, healing for our physical bodies, and many types 



 

 

of blessing when we follow the Lord and serve Him.  We, however, no longer live in 
Old Testament times.  We now live in New Testament times, and are subject to the 
new covenant that the Lord made with all mankind.  What do we know about this 
new covenant?  In short, it is much better than the old. 
 
But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the 
mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. 
(Hebrews 8:6 KJV) 
 
Every type of blessing God promised in the Old Covenant was not done away 
with…it was STRENGTHENED AND MADE BETTER in the New Covenant. 
 
Now, as we move forward, as the Lord enables, we may deal with these different 
areas of blessing one at a time, focusing on a different area each month. 
 
Our nation is in a financial crunch right now, as are many here in Dent County.  
Let’s take a moment and see what the Lord may have to say, that may help us in that 
regard.  
 
But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee 
power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy 
fathers, as it is this day. (Deuteronomy 8:18 KJV) 
 
It is great to know that the Lord gives us the means and ability to secure wealth.  
This is an Old Covenant principle, and as we have already discussed, it is 
strengthened and encouraged in the New Covenant.  The Lord’s desire is not only to 
bless us to get, but to  bless us to give.  I want to challenge us today to  become a 
giver.  If there were not people who have been blessed to give, the food pantry would 
be very sparse.   
 
Some may feel as thou 
Sitting across from the offering box, he was observing how the crowd tossed money 
in for the collection. Many of the rich were making large contributions. One poor 
widow came up and put in two small coins--a measly two cents. Jesus called his 
disciples over and said, "The truth is that this poor widow gave more to the 
collection than all the others put together. All the others gave what they'll never 
miss; she gave extravagantly what she couldn't afford--she gave her all."  
(Mark 12:41-44 MSG) 
 
The world of the generous gets larger and larger; the world of the stingy gets smaller 
and smaller. The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed; those who help 
others are helped.  
(Proverbs 11:24-25 MSG) 
 
Give to others, and God will give to you. Indeed, you will receive a full measure, a 
generous helping, poured into your hands---all that you can hold. The measure you 
use for others is the one that God will use for you."  
(Luke 6:38 GNB) 



 

 

 
 
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation. For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be 
ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.  
(Romans 10:9-13 KJV) 
 
 
 


