SMOKY HILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
“BETTER TOGETHER”
NATE’S NOTES
Much work was accomplished
at the May meeting of the
Association.
We had the
pleasure of being led by the
worship team of First Southern
Baptist Church, Salina. Fred
Schewer and his team did a
wonderful job. Glenn Davis,
Director of Missions from the
Heart of Kansas Association,
led us through a discussion on
Associations Were Biblical
Before They Were Baptist.
Glenn has been a Director of
Missions for ten years. Prior
to that, he was the senior pastor of First Southern Baptist
Church, Salina. Glenn’s
presentation is one that I wish I
would have recorded and
made available to everyone.
Thank you, Glenn, for your
service.
The quarterly business meeting
was about change.
The
messengers representing their
churches voted to change the
name of the Executive Board
Meeting to the Leadership
Team Meeting. The Executive
Board title carried with it an
old school picture of a
“closed boardroom” filled with
business men. The Leadership
Team is a picture of a team of
leaders representing their

respective churches. Who
makes up the Leadership
Team? Every church that has
petitioned to be a formal
member of the Association
may have three voting
representatives seated at the
meeting.
These three
messengers are the pastor
and two others elected by
the church. Every church may
send as many guests as they
like, and I would encourage
you to do so, but only the
messengers have authority to
vote.
This team meets
quarterly (February, May,
August, and November).
Additionally, the messengers
present voted to change the
name of the Executive
Leadership Team to
Administration Team or
Admin Team for short. This
team of eight is made up of
the officers (Moderator, Vice
Moderator, Treasurer, and
Clerk) of the Association and
four at-large members. This
team meets monthly as needed to
conduct ongoing
work of the Association and
has been charged with the
responsibility of the day to
day decisions that require
more than a nod from the
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Director of Missions. We
currently have one opening
for an at-large member. If
you have someone from
your church interested in
serving please let me know
so that I can contact them.
These two name changes
required changes to the
Constitution and By-Laws.
Other business that took
place at the meeting
included the approval of
three policies: Finance
Policy, Personnel Policy,
and Sexual Harassment
Policy. Your messengers
also approved a job
description for your
Director of Missions and
your
Association
Administrative Assistant.
Additionally,
the
messengers also approved
a designated fund for
Missions. This fund will be
used to award scholarships
to Associational church
members who are going on
mission. Scholarships will
be approved if funds are
available. Scholarship
amounts are up to $100
for North American Mission
trips, and up to $200 for
(Continued on Page 3)

If our churches teach a tithe is 10%
shouldn’t our churches also tithe
10%?
If your church gives 10% through the
Cooperative Program, thank you
very much. You are a trend setter! If
your church doesn’t give 10%
through the Cooperative Program
let me encourage you to become a
“10%er.”

Upcoming Dates
JUNE
9-10

SOUTHERN BAPTIST
CONFERENCE OF
ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERS,
DALLAS

10-11

SBC PASTOR’S CONFERENCE,
DALLAS

11-15

KIDS CAMP, WEBSTER
CONFERENCE CENTER

12-13

SBC ANNUAL MEETING, DALLAS

24

LICENCING SHELDON DEARVIL
INTO THE GOSPEL MINISTRY

25-29

SUPER SUMMER WEEK 1
JULY

2-30

SUPER SUMMER WEEKS 2-6

14-21

MISSION TRIP TO TORONTO,
CANADA
AUGUST

13

ASSOCIATIONAL LEADERSHIP
TEAM MEETING, JUNCTION CITY

BIRTHDAYS
JUNE
3
5
22

SHEILA WOOD
TERRY BUTLER
MATTHEW CARDER

JULY




12

DAVID VANBEBBER
SUNG TAE KIM
SHELDON DEARVIL
AMY UPSHAW
YOUNG KIM
ANNIVERSARIES

JUNE
3

BRANDON AND STACY HAGINS

JULY
9

NATE AND TERRY BUTLER
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CHURCH AT WORK
Some of the men from Life Connection Baptist
Church spent the first Saturday of June repairing
the roof on the shed of a family living in a
residential area close to the church. The church has
targeted the residential area as an area of
influence. Pray for this church and other churches
as they get out from behind the walls of their
buildings this summer and impact their communities.
People don’t care that you know until they know
that you care. (See the recommended reading on
Church Growth Principles on page 3)
If your church is planning a summer outreach
activity, please send pictures and a short writeup
that we can share with others in the Association and
around the world. Your story may inspire others.
“Don’t you say, ‘There are still four more months,
then comes the harvest’? Listen to what I’m telling
you: Open your eyes and look at the fields, for
they are ready for harvest.” John 4:35

TORONTO CANADA MISSION

SUMMER OUTREACH IDEA

The Toronto Mission Team is set. In just six short weeks the Hand out cold bottles of water. This is an easy activity that
Association will take 12 members on a trip to Toronto, Canada. most anyone can accomplish.
The team is made up of 4 students and 8 adults. This is the first
Items needed:
of what will be a multiple year partnership.
The team is excited about the opportunity to conduct the
Vacation Bible School that will take place during the mission
trip. The team is expecting 30-40 children at the Hispanic
Networks, Emmanuel Baptist Church North. This is their first
Vacation Bible School. In addition to the Vacation Bible School,
the team will also conduct survey work, start conversations in the
local park, conduct light construction work with another church
from the network, and visit Niagara Falls.
In 2019, the Association will conduct a second mission trip to
Toronto. Additionally, an international mission endeavor is
being pursued. There is ongoing discussion with the president of
Culture Waves Global, Dr. Ron Osborne, about traveling to
Trinidad/Tobago or Thailand. There are two openings available
for people interested in going on a vision tour of Trinidad/Tobago
late summer or early fall 2019. If interested, please let Nate
Butler know, 785-307-8160. More information will be provided
as it becomes available.
Please be in prayer for our Toronto Mission Team. Below are the
names of the missionaries and the churches they represent:
Nate Butler
Gideon Haman
David VanBebber
Cherly VanBebber
Patty Merritt
Vaughna Gibson
KyMara Gibson
Myia Gibson
Pam Hanks
Juli Griffith
Gary Griffith
Dylan Hayden

Smoky Hill Baptist Association
Life Connection Baptist Church
Crossroads Baptist Church
Crossroads Baptist Church
Crossroads Baptist Church
Crossroads Baptist Church
Crossroads Baptist Church
Crossroads Baptist Church
College Heights Baptist Church
College Heights Baptist Church
College Heights Baptist Church
First Christian Church

Cooler with wheels
Two cases of water bottles
Ice
Invitation cards
Get a cooler that has
wheels. Once each week, fill
the cooler with two cases of small bottles of water and cover
with ice. Pull the cooler through the business district or local
parks, places where people gather, and offer them a cold
bottle of water. Start up conversations. Laugh and have fun
as you “GO”. Use invitation cards to invite everyone you
come in contact with to be your guest the up coming Sunday.
As the opportunity arises, share the story of Jesus with them.

SAVE THE DATE
Smoky Hill Baptist Association
Annual Family Picnic and Worship
September 16, 2018
2:30-6:30
Webster Conference Center, Salina Kansas
Plan now to bring your church to this exciting yearly event.
Some of the events planned for the day are:
Ropes course and Zipline
Inflatable events
Trap range competition
Fishing
Food, Food, Food
Stay tuned for more updates as they become
available.
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RECOMMENDED READING
The Five Most Important Church Growth Principles
Outreach Principle #1: Outreach is THE Priority
We have to get back to the original mission of making disciples.
Outreach Principle #2: Social Networks are the Vehicle
Non-Christians come to Christ and the church primarily through relationships with Christians.
Outreach Principle #3: Felt Needs are the Connecting Point
When your church speaks to unreached people’s felt needs, you will
get a hearing. Because now your message is, from their point of
view, relevant.

PRAYERS/NEEDS
For those who are interested
in partnering with, or praying
for, the Smoky Hill Baptist
Association, the following
prayer list is provided:
•
•
•
•

Outreach Principle #4: Relationships are the Glue
Seeing people come in the “front door” is one thing; keeping them
from leaving out the back door is another. What is the primary ingredient that keeps people
active in church? The research is conclusive: Relationships.

•

Outreach Principle #5: Transitions Provide the Window of Opportunity
Significant changes in people’s lifestyles move them toward spiritual receptivity. People experiencing change in other aspects of their life are more open to change their spiritual life.

•
•
•

NATE’S NOTES CONTINUED

SBC ANNUAL MEETING

International Mission trips. We
will award up to $2000 in
scholarships yearly. To date,
we have ten scholarship
r e q u e st s su b m i t t e d f o r
missionaries traveling on North
American Missions.

Southern Baptist Pastor’s
Conference and 3) the SBC
Annual Meeting. I will end
the week spending two days
with the Children of our Association at Kids Camp, Salina.

Summer months are busy.
Heather is currently out of the
office on mission until mid June.
I will be away from my desk
from June 8-15, to be in Dallas
attending the 1) annual
meeting of the Southern
Baptist
Conference of
Associational Leaders, 2) the

As your Associational Leader, I
want to do my best to remain
transparent and accountable.
We are part of a great
Association with a great future
ahead of us.
Let me
encourage your church to Leading up to the Convenbecome more involved in the tion is the annual Crossover
work of the Association. We
Event. Crossover is a canare: Better Together.

SUPER SUMMER 2018
Many of our churches are sending students to camp this summer.
Some to Super Summer at Salina Webster Conference Center,
and others are traveling to events like FUSION camps.
Wherever you may be taking your students, have fun. I will be
praying for your students and leaders throughout the summer.

2018 Kids Camp
The Smoky Hill Baptist Association Children’s Camp takes place
Monday—Friday, June 11-15. The theme for the year is
Heroes, using the scripture from 1 John 4:4. This is a great
opportunity for children to learn and have fun in a safe, healthy
environment. This year, the Association has awarded scholarships totaling $742.50 to nine children. The scholarship are
awarded from the Roy Howard Scholarship Fund for Kids Camp.

Toronto Mission 2018
Your pastor and his
family
Our Association churches
Kansas Nebraska
Convention of Southern
Baptists
Southern Baptist
Convention Annual
Meeting
Church plants
Our nation’s leaders
Military Service Members

The Southern Baptist
Convention’s Annual
Meeting will be held in
Dallas, June 12-13. There
has been much in the news
about the Convention.
Please be praying for
leadership and messengers.
The hope is that this year
those
gathered will
experience a great movement of prayer and revival.

vassing of the city, sharing
the gospel with the lost.
Crossover will culminate
with the Harvest Crusade
featuring Greg Laurie and
various Christian Artists.
Pray now for a harvest.
Next year the SBC Annual
Meeting will take place in
Birmingham, Alabama. The
dates are June 11-12,
2019. Save the date and
consider attending.
This
will allow you a better
understanding of the SBC.

ASSOCIATIONAL
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
This conference takes place each year prior to the
Southern Baptist Convention’s Pastors’ Conference and
Annual Meeting. Of particular note, this year, is a study
that will be presented recommending to the leaders a
title change for the Directors of Mission, and an
overview of the fundamental proficiencies that are
essential for practicing Associational leaders.
The recommended title is “Associational Mission Strategist.” This title recommendation is sure to bring much
discussion. More information will be provided during
our August 13, Leadership Team Meeting at First Southern Baptist Church, Junction City. Plan now to attend.
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SMOKY HILL BAPTIST
ASSOCATION
P O Box 473
Concordia, Kansas 66901
Phone: 785-307-8160

www.smokyhillbaptist.com

"One flag, one land, one heart, one hand, one nation forevermore!"
Oliver Wendell Holmes
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