SMOKY HILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
“BETTER TOGETHER”
NATE’S NOTES
Ah, spring, I have missed your
warmth and freshness. I am
not sure about you, but I love
warm weather. People are
out of their homes playing,
riding bikes, working in their
yards, and soaking up the sun.
Spring also brings with it
opportunities for growth. The
growth I want to write about,
in this note, is church growth. I
do not believe that God is
finished building His church.
We have all heard the
advertisements promoting the
newest and improved methods
for growing churches. We
attend seminars hoping to
take away a tried and true
method that will turn our
church around. Maybe some
new sound equipment or
lighting will be the catalyst for
growth. Or maybe, build it
and they will come. Yes, I will
admit that I have tried most of
these.
What does the Bible say
about church growth? As we
read through the New
Testament, we don’t
specifically find any direct
works addressing church
growth.
The principle of
c hu rc h g ro wt h is th e

understanding that Jesus
said, “I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will
not overcome it” (Matthew
16:18). We are told by Paul
that the church has its
foundation in Jesus Christ (1
Corinthians 3:11). We also
understand that Jesus is the
head and the life of the
church.
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person to function
effectively as a member of
the body of Christ.
Without spiritual growth
the church is just adding

numbers.
For a church to grow, it
must begin with prayer.
Pray for an evangelistic
movement in your
community. Pray for willing
hearts to invite others to
worship. As you pray,
begin considering the
answer to some key
questions: is our church
outwardly focused or are
we inwardly focused,
trying to maintain where
we are? Are our church
families being encouraged
and empowered to
evangelize and invite
members from their
communities? Ken Hemphill
wrote a book and study on
Empowering K ingdom
Growth. As a church, are
you prepared for company? When we invite others
to our home we make sure
our home looks its best. It
has been said that people
make their mind up about

There are various kinds of
growth. Spiritual growth and
numerical growth to name
just two. There should be a
balance between the two.
Numbers alone are not bad.
The Bible has a whole book
on Numbers. As a church, we
should be working to reach
the masses. We should invite
our neighbors, friends from
work, family, and those we
encounter. More importantly,
the church should be growing
in the grace and knowledge
of Jesus Christ. The church,
individually and corporately,
is to submit to the will of
God. Each member should
learn their spiritual gift and
use it for the glory of God.
When we learn our SHAPE
“Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, and
Experiences,” it allows each (Nate’s Notes Con’t Page 3)

KNCSB PowerUp Vacation Bible School
Training Clinic
Saturday, April 7
Webster Conference Center
Salina, Kansas
Registration begins at 9 a.m.
Conference 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The cost is $15 per person.
Download the registration form at:
http://www.kncsb.org/resources/
VBSregistration_KS.pdf

Upcoming Dates
APRIL
KNCSB POWERUP VBS
CLINIC, WCC SALINA



CHURCH LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE, COVENANT
BAPTIST CHURCH, TOPEKA



KNCSB GLOW RETREAT
WCC, SALINA

26

DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR
KIDS CAMP 2018



EVANGELISM TRAINING,
COLLEGE HEIGHTS BAPTIST
CHURCH
MAY

14

SHBA QTRLTIY EXECUTIVE
BOARD MEETING, FIRST
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH,
SALINA
JUNE

11-15

KIDS CAMP, WEBSTER
CONFERENCE CENTER

11-15

SBC CONVENTION, DALLAS

24-30

1ST MISSION TEAM TO
TORONTO, CANADA

BIRTHDAYS
MAY


CAROL MADSEN



HEDI SAVAGE
ANNIVERSARIES

MAY


DICK AND NANCY JAQUES
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CHURCH IN THE SPOTLIGHT
McPherson, Kansas, is an industrial island in a rural sea. Oil, plastic, pipeline, and pharmaceutical companies wrap around a
vital downtown and residential community. It also serves as the home of two private colleges. Sixty-three years ago, the First
Southern Baptist Church of McPherson was planted. It soon was renamed Calvary Baptist Church and currently meets in its third
“owned” building on the south side of town. Calvary is a small church of around 50 people. After years of decline and
survival, Calvary is beginning to regain a vision for ministry. 2018 is about “One Purpose” with each month featuring a
different focus on that “One Purpose”. Two years ago there was no youth group. This year Calvary will be sending eight
youth to Super Summer for the second year in a row. It has been four years since the church has done a VBS, but this year it is
“Game On” as we conduct VBS in partnership with another local congregation.
This year Calvary invited a small house church, New Faith Fellowship, to share in the use of our building. New Faith Fellowship
worships in the fellowship hall while Calvary has Sunday School. We are working together to promote “Unity in the Body of
Christ” by being an example of different churches working together without doctrinal compromise. Calvary and New Faith
Fellowship also share together in quarterly combined worship and fellowship meals. They joined with us on Easter Sunday for
our Sonrise service, breakfast, and the regular worship service with Southern Baptist evangelist Roger Alford bringing the
message. New Faith Fellowship will be working with us in VBS and promoting an area-wide 3-day revival at Greer Auditorium
on the campus of Central Christian College. This event may be pushed back to include as many McPherson churches as
possible. Like many of the Smoky Hill Baptist Association churches Calvary struggles financially but have set before us a bold
vision for the future in ministry. With major residential development going on around our building, 13 duplexes, 17 singlefamily homes, plus another whole subdivision, and shopping center, the fields are indeed white unto harvest!

Toronto Canada Missions

Association Party Trailer

Have you considered the opportunity that lies ahead this summer,
for you to go on mission to Canada? The Association will lead two
trips to Toronto, Canada, during the months of June and July.
While on mission, the group will assist the Emmanuel Baptist Church
Network. This network is a group of Hispanic churches that have a
vision to plant 20 churches by 2020. The trips will have two different plans.

Now is the time to reserve the party trailer. If your church has an
activity coming up and would like to use the trailer, contact Nate
Butler at 785-307-8160. Reservations are on a first come basis.
There is a $100 deposit required when checking out the trailer. If
your church is a member of the Association, you will receive $50
back when the trailer and equipment are returned in good order.
Non-member churches will be assessed $100 to use the
equipment. Fees will be used to make repairs and purchase
Week 1, June 24-30: This team will concentrate on evangelism, needed supplies. In addition to the deposit, the church must
surveys, and distributing invitations to various events. We will supply a copy of a certificate of liability from their insurance
partner with the Hispanic planters going door to door, and hang- company, with date(s) of the event, and location of the event.
ing out in local parks meeting and inviting people to the events.
To date, we have a 30’ inflatable slide, a toddler bounce house,
Week 2, July 15-22: This team will host a Vacation Bible School inflatable knocker balls, a canopy, a kid’s frisbee golf game, a
(VBS) for the children in the local communities. The churches are cornhole game, and a popcorn popper. By summer, we hope to
hoping to attract 30-50 children to attend the VBS. This group will have a cotton candy machine and a snow cone machine.
also conduct evangelism and distribute invitations to the Fiesta
that will be held on July 21. Additionally, a few from this team We still need a large inflatable bounce house, inflatable obstacle
will assist one of the pastors with some light construction work.
course, two plastic lifetime tables, 4 plastic lifetime chairs, a large
cooler, and a sound system. If you have any of these items or
The teams will leave on Sunday after worship services, drive 10 would like to help us purchase these items, please make your
hours and take a rest at a church in Indianapolis. We will arrive check payable to Smoky Hill Baptist Association. In the memo line
in Toronto on Monday. Be prepared to hit the ground running. write: Party Trailer Equipment. Send to: P O Box 473, Concordia,
Our housing for the week will be at the University, sleeping in Kansas 66901.
their dormitories. We will prepare our own meals or eat at local
restaurants. Both teams will spend one day at Niagara Falls.
There will be an opportunity to take the boat ride up to the falls
and to fly through the air on a zipline. We will depart on Saturday to return home. The plan is to stop and worship at a church
along the way.
The cost of the trip is $850. This includes, transportation, lodging,
food, and the trip to Niagara Falls. You will need a Passport to
enter Canada and return to the U.S. If you are interested in going
to
Canada,
please
email
Nate
Butler
at
nathan.butler365@gmail.com or call him at 785-307-8160. We
will be setting up information meetings in the next few weeks.
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Recommended Reading

PRAYERS/NEEDS

Thom Rainer’s newest books Becoming a Welcoming Church and
We Want You Here, are an excellent read. He has written
other books that are also recommend reading, such as I Am a
Church Member, and Autopsy of a Deceased Church.
In his book Becoming a Welcoming Church, Dr. Rainer points out
that church members perceive their church to be friendly. But as
he surveyed guests, he found that the guests typically saw
church members as unfriendly. The perception chasm existed
because the members were indeed friendly to one
another. The guests felt like they crashed a private party.
Dr. Rainer has a game plan for churches to become more hospitable. He guides you toward a practical framework for making a difference for those who visit their church.
Churches may use Becoming a Welcoming Church to assess and
audit where they are on a spectrum between welcoming and
wanting. Additionally, churches can use the companion book We Want You Here to send guests
home with a compelling vision for what pastors want every guest to know when they visit.

One copy of each book has been purchased for each church in the Association. Pastor’s
should be receiving their copies soon.

returning to a church within
the first 7 minutes.

For those who are interested
in partnering with, or praying
for, the Smoky Hill Baptist
Association, the following
prayer list is provided:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

NATE’S NOTES CONTINUED
one another and reaching

So, what is their first impression
of the church? Is the church
clean? Are the brooms and
mops put away. Is the church
friendly? Do classes and
worship start on time? Do
teachers arrive early prepared
to welcome their students? Are
the children in a safe

environment? These and other
questions are important when
we are pursuing growth.

Finally, the description of a
living and growing church is
found in Acts 2:42-47 where
the believers “devoted
themselves to the apostles'
teaching, to the fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to
prayers.” They were serving

SUPER SUMMER 2018

out to those who needed to
know the Lord, for the Lord
“every day the Lord added
to them those who were
being saved.” When these
things are present, the
church will experience
spiritual growth. Through
our spiritual growth will
come numerical growth.

Mission trip plans for
2018
Your pastor
Your pastor’s family
Our Association churches
Kansas Nebraska
Convention of Southern
Baptists
Church plants
Our nation’s leaders
Military Service Members
Pastorless churches

“May the LORD bless you
and protect you; may the
LORD make his face shine
on you and be gracious to
you; may the LORD look
with favor on you and give
you peace.”
Numbers 6:24-26
“Because He Lives”
Nate Butler

2018 Kids Camp

Super Summer 2018 will explore the book of Galatians and campers will learn how to “Breakout” and
find true freedom.
Galatians 5:13 (NCV) is the theme verse: “My brothers
and sisters, God called you to be free, but do not use
your freedom as an excuse to do what pleases your
sinful self. Serve each other with love.”
Pre-registration is now open. kncsbevents.org/ss2018
Cost: $250.00 per person
Week 1, June 25-29 Dave Atherton and Cloverton
Week 2, July 2-6 Andy Addis and Jason Waller
Week 3, July 9-13 Jeffrey Dean and Jason Waller
Week 4, July 16-20 Ryan Fontenot and Jason Waller
Week 5, July 23-27 Jeffrey Dean and Matt Atherton
Week 6, July 30-Aug 3 Ryan Fontenot and Jason Waller
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SMOKY HILL BAPTIST
ASSOCATION
P O Box 473
Concordia, Kansas 66901
Phone: 785-307-8160

www.smokyhillbaptist.com

Smoky Hill Baptist Association
Executive Board Meeting
Monday, May 14, @ 7:00 P.M.
First Southern Baptist Church
2401 S Ohio Street
Salina, Kansas 67401
There will be a time of worship, followed by a presentation from Glenn Davis,
Director of Missions, Heart of Kansas Association. Glenn will be with us to speak
on the topic of “Associations Were Biblical, Before They Were Baptist.”
Following worship, there will be a time of business. This will include current details
about the Associational Canada Mission Trip, Children’s Camp, and other upcoming
events.
Plan to stay afterwards to speak with and get to know others from the
Association.
All Pastors, Messengers and guests are encouraged to attend.
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