
ON THE WEB….. 
www.trinityamherst.org  

• Building Use Request 

• Membership Directory 

• Events Calendar 
Access the building calendar from the website to be in the 

know of Trinity events. 

Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/trinityamherst 

 

ONLINE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

You now have access to the current 

membership list via our website.  The 

directory is password protected and can 

only be viewed by church members.  If 

you would like the password, please 

call or email the office.   

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ................................ 9:30am 

SUNDAY ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ........... 10:45am 

Pastor………………………………………………….Jean Edmister 

     Email  ...................................... pastorjeane@juno.com 

Office Administrator………………………….Diane Serra 

     Email …………....…...…......tumc-amherst@outlook.com 

Music Director…………………………………….Cristen Gregory 

     Email …………………………......Gregoryteam@gmail.com 

Nursery Care Provider …………………..…Linda Provenzano 

Church Website ......................... www.trinityamherst.org 

Facebook .................. www.facebook.com\trinityamherst 

 

    For emergencies call Pastor Jean at 716-946-4380. 
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If you would like to receive THE FORWARD             

electronically, please visit our website at 

WWW.TRINITYAMHERST.ORG and select               

“Join Mailing List” .                                                                       

For assistance, contact Diane 716-835-7711 or 

email at  tumc-amherst@outlook.com 



From the Pastor:      Ecclesiastes 3 says, 

1 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
2 a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,  
3 a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build,  
4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance,  
5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,  
6 a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away,  
7 a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
8 a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace. 

Time is a funny thing, isn’t it? It seems to be “liquid”, and flows at different speeds on any given day. If 
things are going well, and we are active, it seems to flow quickly. But when our day is hard, we are sick, or 
worried, time flows at the speed of thick molasses. I have had a combination of those days lately, haven’t you? 
Some days fly by, and other days drag. With work and social life being on hold, the days even get confused… 
or rather I get confused about which day it is! We know we are on hold in order to make things a bit safer for 
everyone, and we are willing to make sacrifices. But we are all looking forward to things being back to a more 
normal routine. 

In the meantime, we look to God and to our scriptures for encouragement and wisdom. These verses from Ec-
clesiastes 3 keep coming to my mind, about a time for every activity or purpose under heaven. Some of the 
activities listed seem more positive, and some seem more negative, but scripture says there is a time, a season, 
for each of them. A time to be born, a time to die, a time weep and a time laugh…and the one that especially 
touches me right now…a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing. I think of all those who are so 
seriously ill in the hospitals, their families, and the health-care workers, and it is painful to realize that none of 
them are supposed to embrace each other right now. The fear of spreading the virus is so great, that they are 
denied the simple comfort of a hug. It is heart-breaking. 

And so I pray. And I invite you to pray. Pray that this devastating illness will run its course, and that its time 
will end! Pray for the safety and well-being of our families and friends. Pray for all those serving on the front-
line, that they would be protected and encouraged. Pray for those who are sheltering at home, for their pa-
tience, sense of humor, and common sense to prevail. Pray for those in dire financial need, that we might help 
them. And pray that we will all be able to be together soon, when the time is right, when the mourning is done, 
and it is time to dance and to embrace once again.    

May 6th  Free Community Dinner 

The community dinner will be set up as take-out only. We will start handing out meals at 5pm and contin-
ue until 6:30pm, or until they are gone. People will be asked to wait in their cars, or spaced out on the 
sidewalk if they are walk ups. We will bring bagged meals out to them. We cannot hold our worship time 
after dinner but an encouraging message will be placed in each take-out bag. So far there are  4 people 
who have volunteered to cook, pack food, hand it out, and clean up. If you would like to help in any way, 
please let Pastor Jean know.  Donations of egg noodles or desserts are needed and monetary donations are 
always appreciated to buy supplies or take-out containers. Please make checks payable to TUMC. Thank 
you for helping provide a warm meal to people who otherwise might not be able to afford it at this time. 

May 18th Mobile Food Pantry  
 
There is a growing need for this ministry in our area so this month’s food pantry is back on the calendar, 
but will be set up differently. When the food arrives in the morning, volunteers will fill bags with items. 
Those who come to get food will be asked to wait outside, and we will bring the bags of food out to their 
cars, or hand it to them if they are walking. They will not come into the building at all. Someone will 
have a clipboard to the usual information from each recipient. Volunteers will be asked to wear masks 
and gloves when handling food or talking to the public. Please let Ellen Klock or Pastor Jean know if you 
are willing to help with filling bags, handing out, or cleanup. 

Sermons in May 

5/3/20     “Suffering” 1 Peter 2:11-12, 19-25  
5/10/20   “Our Cornerstone” 1 Peter 2:1-10  
5/17/20   “Repay Evil with Blessing 1 Peter 3:8-15  
5/24/20   “Ready for Action” 1 Peter 4:7-11 & 5:6-11  
5/31/20   “Pentecost Fire” Acts 2:1-21                                             God Bless You,  Pastor Jean 

We do not know when we will be able to gather again in the building but we will continue to follow the guide-

lines of our state and local leaders. Until then I will continue to write sermons and share them via email. You 

can also find them on our facebook page and, by request, postal. Please contact the office to be added to either 

of these lists. 

Confirmation Class  Edie Weaver has been teaching and will continue in the fall when we are  

allowed back together again. Please contact her 716-812-6073 if you have questions. 



On a positive note, Friendship Circle had their first Zoom Meeting and it was wonderful to “see” each other 
and catch up on the “news” from retirements to health updates to who was working to who hadn’t even left 
the house. There was a lot of laughter and joy with our “sisters” as we shared our lives. Now we have to fig-
ure out how to get our more technically challenged Shirley Circle together as a group. 
 
Here’s to the day when we can once again meet in person and as the Irish Blessing says, “May God hold you 
in the palm of his hand”.                                 

Hello all! I’m sure we are going to have many stories about our time in isolation once we are able to get 
together once again. Obviously, all UMW activities have been cancelled until further notice, but that 
doesn’t mean we can’t still do our part. While mom was at Beechwood with a broken hip (she’s home 
now), I spoke with the Chaplin and he mentioned that the residents were lonely since family members are 
no longer allowed to visit. He suggested we send cards or a little note of encouragement. We can’t forget 
that our own Lucyette Eckert is a resident there, but there are others, too, who would love to hear from us. 
Plus this is a way we can both do our part and stay safe at the same time. Send  mail to:  
 
                   Activties, c/o Rose Kusmierczyk, 2235 Millersport Hwy, Getzville, NY 14068.  
 
Rose will make sure they are distributed to those who need some cheer. While you are at it, my mom 
would love some cards (she is feeling lonely) at  
 
         Virginia Klauber, 4105 N Bailey Ave, Amherst, NY 14226.  
    
Actually, we could spend all day writing cards since all of us could use some TLC, so remember others at 
the church, especially those at the highest risk. 

UMW UPDATE 

Social Issues don’t disappear while we are on lockdown. The UMW is still supporting legislation for a Nation-
al Paid Family Leave policy, as well as a referendum to reduce the number of people held in immigration and 
juvenile detention centers and those in state and federal prisons or jails who are at high risk of contracting this 
highly contagious disease. I get emails from numerous local groups looking for support (usually via phone 
calls or letters) for their worthwhile causes. I also got a call from Molly Golando asking for financial support 
for her sewers in Haiti who are making masks to distribute to theIr fellow Haitians. If you are interested in 
more information, either email me at olmstedlms@gmail.com or call at 716-208-6802 

Respectfully submitted, Ellen Klock 

BLESSING BOX 

Our new Blessing Box is outside between the sanctuary and the office doors! If you come in on the Marion Rd. 
side of the church, you should see it from the parking lot. It is a like small food pantry that has a few things in 
it if you are in need. Or if you have something extra you would like to share, you can put it in there. We could 
especially use canned meat, tuna and chicken, canned fruit, applesauce, spaghetti sauce, canned chili and stew, 
peanut butter, jelly, juice boxes, powdered milk, olive oil, feminine hygiene products, toothpaste, hand soap, 
paper towels, toilet paper, baby care items, paper plates and napkins, and pet food. Even if you can only donate 
one or two items, it will be greatly appreciated! Please, NO outdated items, perishables, homemade foods, ra-
zors, scissors or other sharp objects, alcohol, alcohol based mouthwash or hand sanitizer. Thank you! 

mailto:olmstedlms@gmail.com


DID YOU KNOW….. 

~  Walking for 45 minutes burns 150 calories. 

~  The Four Corners is the only spot in the US where you can stand in four states at once:         

     Utah, Colorado, Arizona and New Mexico. 

~  A flock of crows is known as a murder.  Is 2 considered “attempted murder” ? 

~  Psycho was the first movie to show a flushing toilet. 

~  Pternonophobia (yeah, I can’t pronounce it either) is the fear of being tickled by feathers. 

 

 

 

 

 

May 12  Danielle Tedesco 

May 13  Elizabeth Klock 

May 19  Addilyn Lawton 

May 19  Mike Tedesco 

May 21  Bob Chandran 

May 27  Joe Eckert 

May 28  Duane Mazur 

May 31  Irv Tesmer 

May 17  Carol and Paul Rosnak-34 yrs 

May 28  Grant and Margaret Pittorf-65 yrs 

A lot of people are asking HOW CAN I HELP?  Here are some suggestions: 

- Call your friends and check on them, especially the elderly or home-bound. See if they need someone to drop 
off food or medications. Ask what you can pray for them. 

- Send cards or emails to those who can’t get out. Let them know you are thinking of them. Share how your 
faith is getting you through these tough times. 

- Bring food, hygiene or pet food items to our Blessing Box in the main parking lot near the office entrance. If 
you need something, take it! This box is available to all our neighbors to exchange items and find what they 
need. See the list of needed items elsewhere in this newsletter. 

- Volunteer to help with our mobile food pantry or free community meals. 

- Go out on your front sidewalk and chalk a message of hope for others to see when they are out walking. 

- Take a walk in the park and pray for all those who are sick, grieving, or hurting in some way. Just remember 
to keep social distancing. 

- Save part or all of your stimulus check to help another person in need. 

- Make sure you send your regular offering to the church to help pay the ongoing bills. Give a little extra if 
you can, to help make up for those who are out of work right now. 

- Spend time in your Bible. Do some reprioritizing, reconsidering what is really important in life, and make 
plans for changing things for the better. 

- Be patient and kind. Smile at others and encourage them. Show your faith in actions and words. 

- Pray. Pray. Pray! 

- Trust God to see us through. 


